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INTRODUGTION 
With t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t of t h e Muslim r u l e i n I n d i a , 
P e r s i a n ga ined t h e s t a t u s of t h e l a n g u a g e of t h e c o u r t and 
t h e e l i t e . The f i r s t Muslim r u l e r t o e s t a b l i s h h i s a d m i n i s -
t r a t i o n and occupy t h e Punjab and Sind was Mahmud of Ghazni . 
I t was t h e b e g i n n i n g of t h e Muslim r u l e i n I n d i a . A f t e r t h e 
f a l l of t h e Ghaznav ids , t h e S l a v e d y n a t y , t h e K h a l j i s , t h e 
T u g h l u q s , t h e S a y y i d s and t h e Lodis e s t a b l i s h e d t h e i r r u l e 
and p a t r o n i s e d P e r s i a n l a n g u a g e and l i t e r a t u r e . The e s t a b l i -
shment of t h e Mughal r u l e i n I n d i a ( i , e i n A,H. 932/A.D,1526) 
by Z a h i r - u d - D i n Muhammad aabuar opened a l t o g e t h e r a new c h a p t e r 
i n t h e m e d i e v a l I n d i a n h i s t o r y , P e r s i a n l i t e r a t u r e f l o u r i s h e d 
i n I n d i a u n d e r t h e l i b e r a l p a t r o n a g e of t h e Mughal k i n g s , 
p r i n c e s and p r i n c e s s e s , n o b l e r and c o u r t i e r s and r e a c h e d i t s 
z e n i t h . 
I t i s u n f o r t u n a t e t h a t t h e P e r s i a n l i t e r a t u r e which 
d e v e l o p e d i n I n d i a unde r t h e j j a t r ona ge of t h e Medieva l m l e r s 
cou ld n o t draw much a t t e n t i o n of t h e O r i e n t a l i s t s and t h e 
I r a n i a n s c h o l a r s . I t i s s u r p j c i s i n g t o n o t e t h a t Mughal I n d i a 
s u r p a s s e d t h e SafaVvid P e r s i a i n t h e o u t p u t of P e r s i a n 
l i t e r a t u r e i n i t s mul t i f ace te<3 d e v e l o p s . Western and I r a n i a n 
s c h o l a r s a l m o s t n e g l e c t e d i t ^nd v e r y s u p e r f i c i a l s t a t e m e n t s 
were made a b o u t i t . I t was even n e g l e c t e d i n I n d i a , I t 
i s a m a t t e r of g r e a t s a t i s f a c t i o n t h a t i n r e c e n t y e a r s I n d i a n 
S c h o l a r s have paid due a t t e n t i o n t o t h e Indo P e r s i a n S t u d i e s , 
The l a r g e c o r p u s of I n d « - P e r s i a n l i t e r a t u r e and i t s v a r i e t y 
- 2 -
has a lso now a t t r ac ted the a t t en t ion of Western and 
Iranian scholars and they have devoted t h e i r 'Stcholarly 
effor ts in t h i s d i r ec t ion . S t i l l much remains to be done. 
The aim of the present study i s t o examine c r i t i c a l l y 
the development of Persian Prose l i t e r a t u r e from the time 
of Batottr to Akbar ( i , e from A,H. 932/A.D 1526 to A,H. 1014/ 
A,D 1605), As the volume of Persian prose l i t e r a t u r e produced 
during th i s period is very la rge , only some important and 
c ^ 
representa t ive works of t h i s period have been seloted for 
the purpose of study. I t i s hoped tha t t h i s humble ef for t 
wil l help us to some extent in assessing the prose l i t e r a t u r e 
of th i s period. 
CHAPTER - I 
E s t a b l i s h m e n t of t h e Mughal Empire i n H i n d u s t a n 
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE MUGHAL EMPIRE IN HINDUSTAN 
Z a h i r - u d - D i n Mohammad Babtur e s t a b l i s h e d t h e Mughal 
Empire i n I n d i a i n A.D, 1526, He was t h e f o u n d e r o f t h i s 
m a g n i f i c i e n t Empire which l a s t e d f o r abou t t h r e e hundred 
y e a r s . He c l a imed h i s d e s c e n t from two of t h e g r e a t e s t 
C e n t r a l A s i a n . h e r o e s , i . e , C h i n g i z Khan t h e Mongol ,and 
Amir Timur, t h e B a r l a s Turk . S i n c e a Turk , Babur h i m s e l f 
began h i s c a r e e r a s t h e kin;^ o f Parghana i n T u r k e s t a n , He 
was o n l y e l e v e n when he a scended t h e i n s e c u r e t h r o n e of 
h i s f a t h e r . Ulnar Sha ikh Mirza i n A.D 149 4, But Babur was 
n o t con tended w i t h t h i s s m a l l p r i n c i p a l i t y of h i s f a t h e r 
a s i t could s u p p o r t o n l y t h r e e o r fou r t h o u s a n d men. 
Moreover , Parghana was no t a s r i c h a s Samargand, t h e m a g n i -
f i c i e n t s e a t of h i s g r e a t a n c e s t o r Amir Timur , He now 
c o v e t e d t h e t h r o n e of Samargand which would e n a b l e him t o 
a c c u m u l a t e a grand empi re and t o e m u l a t e T imur , He was now 
f u l l y o c c u p i e d w i t h t h e i d e a of s u b d u i n g Samarqand and making 
i t h i s s e a t of empi re even a t t h e s t a k e o f h i s own l i f e . So 
he s p e n t t h e n e x t t w e n t y y e a r s of h i s l i f e i n c o n t i n u o u s 
s t r u g g l e s w i t h h i s c o u s i n s . Three t i m e s , he o c c u p i e d t h e 
t h r o n e of Samarkand, t h e o b j e c t of h i s d r eams , b u t he l o s t 
h i s own kingdom. The r i s i n g power of t h e Uzbeks u n d e r Shah i 
Beg known a s S h a i b a n i Khan a p p e a r e d b e f o r e him a s a m i g h t y 
f o r c e , and t h e s t i r u g g l e s w i t h S u l t a n Ahmad Tambal made him 
an e x i l e w i t h i n t h e c o u n t r y . F i n a l l y , a f t e r v i c i s s i t u d e s 
1 . Muhibb, p . 2 0 , 
of e x i l e he s e t t l e d himself In Kabul, the country of h i s uncle 
Ulugh Be$ in 1504, Babur made Kabul the base of h i s operations 
with the Uzbeks and a l so for expedit ions t o Hindustan. After 
the death of Shalbani Khan, the Uzbek invader hetr ied once 
more from Kabul t o recover h i s ancestra l kingdom from the 
hands of the enemy Uzbeks. He made an a l l i ance with Shah 
Ismail , the Safavid monarch of Persia t o f i g h t against the 
common foe of both the Shah and himself . He invoked help 
from the Persian monarch. With the help of t h i s newly a l l y 
Babur was successful t o occv^y Samarqand once again for the 
third t ime. But h i s hope ended in smoke. The new a l l y proved 
f u t i l e for the strong Shi'ism of Shah I smal ' l and h i s f o l l o w e r s , 
"^e Shah soon withdrew h i s support t o Babur against the Uzbeks 
and himself appeared as h i s enemy. After e ight months* 
occiqsation of the magnificient throne he was compelled t o 
leave Samarqand. His defeat and the death of the Persian 
commander NaJm-e-Sani at the b a t t l e of *2hazdawan-JLn November, 
1512 compelled him not only t o quit h i s homeland but t o give 
1 
vp a l l hope of recovering Transoxania in near future . More-
over he found no prospects t o expand the boundary of h i s 
enpire towards the d irec t ion of the Persian enpire . As there 
was no other a l ternat ive Babur decided t o try h i s fortune 
1. Mohibb, p . 41 . 
somewhere in Hindustan. According to Abul Fazl, he "was 
led by divine Inspiration to turn his mind to the conquest 
of Hindustan", .m 1 
Eversince he became the ruler of Kabul« Babur did 
think of conquering Hindustan. But owing to a number o£ 
2 
reasons he did not embark xipon the enterprise. But now as 
he foxmd that all his obstacles were removed^ in A.H. 920/ 
A.D. 1519« he began his invasion against Hindustan. From 
this time till A.H, 932/A.D. 1526, Babur laboriously occupied 
Hindustan, and five times, he led an army into it. His first 
four invasions were mere raids. But the fifth and last 
invasion of Hindustan was infact a conquest which made him 
the master of the country. 
The fifth time when Babur was attacking Hindustan, he 
led a still larger force into it. Because he was now attacking 
an organised kingdom like Hindustah. It was no longer the 
case of the wild Mongols or the Uzbek tribes. He was to force 
a settled civilization supported by a disciplined and numerous 
1. A.N. i, p. 234. 
2. B.N., pp. 377-78. 
3. Ibid., pp. 478-79. 
army. But conditions were favoixcable for him. The massive 
strength was broken by dissension, disunion and treachery 
within the country itself. The two chief ruling classes 
- the Afghans and the Rajputs - were constantly at war. There 
was no paramount power to fight against the invader unitedly. 
At this moment the old empire of Delhi lost its former position. 
It was congeries of semi-independent governorships mostly 
held by the Afghans (Lodis, Parmulis, or Nuhanis from A.^. 
855/A.D. 1451 to A.H. 932/A.D. 1526). The real authority of 
Delhi Kingdom was represented by Sultan Ibrahim Lodi (A.H, 
923/A.D. 1517 to A.H. 932/A.D. 1526), the son Of Sikandar 
Lodi the son of Bahlul Lodi (A.H. 856/A.D. 1451 - A.D. 894/ 
A.D, 1498), The Delhi Kingdom was collapsing under his 
incapable administration. He though, brave and courageous, 
was arrogant, tactless and of suspicious nature. Having 
intended to establish strong centralised monarchy, he intro-
duced various measures to limit the powers of the tribal chiefs, 
and severely punished those whom he suspected of opposition or 
2 disloyalty. His severe treatment of many Afghan chiefs 
stirred general disaffection. The whole provinces rose to 
1. B.N., p, 481. 
2. Muhibb, p. 55, 
7 
revolt. Daulat Khan Lodi, the governor of the Punjab revolted 
and declared himself independent. He planned to remove 
Ibrahim Lodi from the throne of Delhi, He sent his son Dilawar 
Khan to Kabul to invite Babur to come to his aid to attack 
Delhi, Meanwhile another claimant to the throne of Delhi, 
Alauddin called Alam Khan, the uncle of Ibrahim Lodi suppor-
ted by other nobles, also fled to Kabul to Babur and 
entreated him to invade Hindustan, 
Encouraged by these invitations and emboldened by the 
disunity in Hindustan Babur set out on S>afar 1, A,H. 932/ 
November 17, 1526, A,D. from Kabul on his fifth and last 
invasion of Hindustan', On his march joined by his son 
Humayun with the army under him and by other Begs-^' 
.-, Babur met Ibrahim Lodi in the open battle at the 
historic battle field of Panipat on April 21, 1526. Babur 
had 12,000 men of "great and small, good and bad and 
2 
retainers and non-retainers", Ibrahim also led an army of 
1, T,R. tr. Ross & elias, pp. 87-88; M,T, i, pp. 435-36. 
2. B,N, pp. 452, 480; T.R. 358, Mirza Haider Dughlat 
estimates that Babur had 10000 fighting men. 
9 
about 100,000 horses and footmen, and between 500 and 
1000 e l ephan t s t o the b a t t l e f i e l d a g a i n s t Babur. The 
b a t t l e s t a r t e d in the morning, and ended by noon. The Afghan 
army, though i t fought with utmost valour and courage and had 
a si;5)erior number, f e l l in the b a t t l e before the wel l 
t r a i n e d and s k i l l f u l l y arranged army, and w a r - t a c t i c s and 
(use of) modern weapons of Babur. About 16000 Afghans **ere 
k i l l e d in the b a t t l e f i e l d with Ibrahim Lodi . I b r a h i m ' s 
body was d iscovered in the af ternoon ly ing with about 5000 
or 6000 men in heaps around. After h i s v i c t o r y a t Panipat# 
Babtir occupied both the c i t i e s of Delhi and Agra, and made 
Agra h i s h e a d - q u a r t e r . 
Babxorwas now the emperor of Delh i , bu t not of Hindustan 
proper which s t r e t c h e d from the Indus t o Bihar , and frcan 
Gwalior t o the Himalayas. The r e s t of Hindustan was ye t 
t o be conquered. The people of Hindustan expected t h a t 
Babur would r e t u r n t o Kabul a f t e r h i s v i c t o r y a t P a n i p a t . 
Now they saw t h a t h i s i n t e n t i o n was not t o leave Hindxistan^ 
1, According t o Babur (B.N., p . 480) , Abul Eaz l (A.n. i , 
p p . 241, 245), Badauni (M.T.i, p . 440), F i r i s h t a ( i . p . 204) 
and Nizamxjddin (T.A. i i , p . 14) I b r ah im ' s fOice comprised 
of 100,000 men and 1000 e l e p h a n t s . N i 'ma tu l l ah g ives the 
number of I b r a h i m ' s army as 1,00,000 horses and 500 
e l ephan t s and a la rge number of foot and a c o n s i d e r a b l e 
q u a n t i t y of f i r e works, 
2 , B.N., p . 474. 
3 , I b i d . , p . 475; Ni 'ma tu l l ah i i , p . 258; T.D., p . 103; 
T. Shahi, p . 97-98 . 
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rather he had decided to establish hagemony in the country. 
The people grew hostile in serious hatred to the foreigners. 
The country cound Agra engaged in open revolt. The forts of 
Biana, Kalpi, Dholpur, Gwalior lying to the south of Agra, 
and the forts of Kandor, and Ranthambhor in eastern Rajasthan 
Mewat/ Koil, Sambhal, Rapri, Etawa, Mahaban near Mathxora/ 
Qanauj and the whole country beyond the Ganga and Bihar, all 
were fortifying against attack, unanimous in rejecting the 
new comer. But the most powerful kingdom in Hindustan was 
that of Mewar ruled by the Rana Sangram Singh known as Rana 
Sanga whose authority was acknowledged by the varioiis chiefs 
2 
in Rajasthan, and he possessed a huge and powerful army, 
Babur now adopted the policy of punishing those who defied his 
authority and liberally rewarded those who submitted. By this 
policy he won over some of the chiefs who joined him. But 
others did not submit, rather they offered stiff resistance 
to drive Babur out of Hindustan.Serious resistance came from 
Rana Sanga of Mewar. The Rana aspired to establish hagemony 
in Hindustan. But while Ibrahim Lodi was the Sultan of Delhi 
he had no strength to challenge the forces of the Sultan. 
1. Haig, iv, p, 15; B.N., pp. 522-23; Muhibb, p. 73, 
2. Muhib, p. 73; Haig, iv, p. 16, 
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So he invited Babur to attack Delhi and to remove Ibrahim 
from the throne he coveted, and promised his help. But 
the Rana did not fulfill his promise and did not move to 
2 
h i s help while Babur was attacking Delhi . Now the Rana« 
saw that h i s plan could not be sttccessful as Babur had 
decided t o s tay . So he s trongly resolved t o drive out Babur 
from Hindustan. He came out with an army, including a l l 
the contingents of h is a l l i e s and t r i b u t a r i e s , of 201,000"' 
men t o attack Babur and occupied a p o s i t i o n near the v i l l a g e 
of Khanua. 
Babur could r e a l i s e the ambitious designs and the 
A 
h o s t i l e and mischievious a t t i tude of the Rana. He a l s o moved 
5 from Agra with an army of 20000 men t o sub-due the Rana. 
Both the forces met in an open f ight ing at the b a t t l e f i e l d 
near the v i l l a g e of Khanua in the morning of 13th Jaroada II^ 
1. B.N., p . 529; Mxihibb, p . 83. 
2. Ibid.; A.Rahim MS. f. 492a, Muhibb, p. 83. 
3. Muhibb, p. 9. 
4. B.N., p. 530; Muhibb, p* 81. 
5. Firishta,i, p. 208. 
u 
933/17th March, 1527. The Rajput army fought with extreme 
valour and courage, but were defea ted by the w e l l - t r a i n e d and 
s k i l l f u l l y arranged army of Babur and the use of h i s 
\:5>-to-dat© weapons. Rana Sanga was wounded by an ar row-shot 
and was c a r r i e d away from the b a t t l e £ i e l d i n an unconscious 
s t a t e by the Rajas of Ambar and Jodhpur t o Basawa near Ambar, 
Babur ' s v i c t o r y a t Khanua not only sea ted hira f i rmly 
on the throne of Ibrahim Lodi, bu t a l s o e s t a b l i s h e d h i s 
hagemony in Hindustan and " the menace of the Rajput supremacy 
2 
which had loomed was removed once for a l l " . After h i s v i c t o r y 
a t Khanua, Babur demanded the f o r t of Chanderi from i t s 
commander Medeni Rai owing t o i t s s t r a t e g i c importance and 
se i zed i t by de fea t i ng him on 29th January , 1528.^ Thus, with 
the f a l l of Chanderi , t h e Rajput confederacy was broken and 
Babur ' s t r o u b l e s with the Hindus ended. 
Babur now turned h i s a t t e n t i o n towards t h e Afghan 
i n s u r g e n t s a t t a c k i n g h i s newly acqui red kingdom^ He marched 
1. A.N. i , p . 268; Muhib, p . gt3. 
2 . Rushbrooke, p . 156. 
3 . Haig, iv , p . 17; B.N. pp . 596-97; Muhib, p . 9 8 . 
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towards QanauJ, and defeated the rebels and shattered 
them in a hot skirmishing at Qanauj in March 1528« ( 
Then Babur made V5> his mind to si^ppress the Afghans 
of the East. They had established themselves in an area 
extending from Jaimpur to Patna and become a serious threat 
to him. They were si;5jported by Nusarat Shah, the king of 
Bengal who was professing loyalty and friendship to Babur 
by sending his envoy to his court at Agra. Meanwhile, at the 
end of the year 1528, Mahmud Lodi, the brother of Ibrahim 
Lodi arrived in Bihar, He seized the Bihar town in February, 
2 
1529, and declared himself Sultan, The Afghans from all 
sides rallied round him as their leader. Nusarat Shah also, 
though he was ostensibly professing loyalty and friendship 
to Babvir, svpported the Nuhani Kingdom of Bihar which he 
regarded as a barrier against the Turks. So, when Mahmud 
Lodi appeared in Bihar, he supported him in order to 
maintain the coalition against Babtir. Now Mahmud Lodi, I 
1, B.N., pp. 600-03; Muhibb, p, 103. 
2. Ni'matullah i, pp. 284-85; Muhibb, p. 104. 
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supported by Nusarat Shah and other Afghan confederates led 
a march against Babur and besieged Chunar, 
Babur marched towards Chunar personally to deal with 
the rebels. But on his arrival at Chunar Mahmud Lodi fled in 
confusion and finally tooV refuge with the Bengal army. Some 
of the Afghans surrendered to Babur and others also took 
refuge with the Bengal army of Nusarat Shah, under Makhdum-
i-'Alam. The rebels were pursued by the Turkish army of 
Babur, But the Bengal army encamped at the junction of 
the Ghagra and blocked their passage, Babur adopted all 
possible diplomatic means to avoid war by sending his envoy to 
Nusarat Shah with his proposals to be signed by the later. But 
he failed in his attempt. So he decided to make war. He 
pushed on to the confluence of the Ghagra and the Ganga to force 
1 
a passage. On 5th May 1529 the whole of the Turkish army got 
across the Ghagra and met the Bengal army in a battle. The 
Bengal army was defeated in the end, though they fought with 
great courage. After the battle peace was concluded as the con-
voy of Nusarat shah was sent with the treaty duly signed by 
1. A Rahim, MS f, 585; . ..~8^ M.../ PP. 393-94; Muhibb, p, 107, 
M 
him. Owing t o his v ic tory at the b a t t l e of Ghagra and the 
d i s so lu t ion of the Afghan-Nusarat coa l i t i on a large number 
of rebels who had taken refuge with Bengal Sultan, had sub-
mit ted. But the r e s t of the rebels were compelled to leave his 
2 
territory, Babur pursued them, but they had fled to the Pargana 
3 
of Mahaba in June, 1529. Now Babur felt an easy mind about 
at 
Bihar and Bengal, and marching back arrived(Agra on March 
4 
21, 1529. Thus Babur's campaigns ended. In three battles he 
reduced the Northern India to submission and made himself the 
master of the Gangetic plain as far as patna in Bihar and 
died the following year on Friday the 9th Jumada i, 937/29th 
December, 1530, before he could complete the conquest 
of Northern India. But it must be accepted that Babur 
was the first Timurid who laid the foundation of his 
dynasty in the name of the "Mughal Dynasty" of Hindustan 
while it extinguished in Central Asia, After him came the 
1. B.N. p. 667 ff; Muhibb, p, 109. 
2. Muhibb, p. 109. 
3. 8.N. p. 685; Muhibb, p. 111. 
4. Ibid, p. 685; Muhibb, p. 111. 
5. Firishta i/ p. 211; Gulbadan MS. f. 116 assigns 
5 Jumada i, 937/26 December, 1530, while A,N. i, 
p. 277, gives the date 6 Jamada i, 936, 
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heredity of succession to his descendants, and the empire 
he bequeathed to his eldest son Humayun by his wife Maham 
Begam, before his death included Afghanistan, the Punjab, 
the fertile plain of the Ganga . and a rim of the forts 
along Central India, 
Babur was succeeded by his eldest son Humayun. On the 
premature death of Babur, the Mughal power in Hindustan was 
left in a precarious position. Babxir had no time before his 
death to consolidate his conquests, or to establish any 
systematic government in the country. By the power of the 
sword, he acquired an empire in northern India including the 
Gangetic plains and Bihar, But to the farther east, the 
country of Bengal still remained to be subdued. In the end, 
from this farther east, danger came which eclipsed the fortune 
of the new dynasty founded by Babur in Hindustan after many 
adventures. 
Hximayun the heir-apparent and successor of Babur*s 
throne was, though possessed of a good military experience, 
lacked the strength and the versatile merit of his father.On 
ascending the throne he faced . /rnany difficulties. On 
16 
one hand the conspiracy, treachery and disloyalty of his own 
relatives including his three younger brothers was at work, 
and on the other hand, hostility of the Afghan nobles for the 
loss of their power and inheritance, took its formidable 
shape. Soon he found himself engaged on two widely separated 
fronts, in the west with sultan Bahadur Shah of Gujarat and 
Central India and in the east his authority was challenged 
by the Afghan, Sher Shah Sur, 
Early in 1531, Humayun submitted the fort of Kalinjar 
after leading a march against it. He then proceeded to 
Jaunpur against Mahmud Lodi, the brother and claimant to 
the throne, of Sultan Ibrahim Lodi. Mahmud Lodi was taking 
shelter in Bengal, and now he attacked Jaunpur. Humayun 
met Mahmud Lodi and his Afghan supporters at the battle 
1 
of Daunrua on the Sai river 15 miles east of Jaunpur. They 
were defeated and scattered for a time, Mahmud Lodi retired 
to Bihar, and finally withdrew into Orissa where he died in 
2 
1542, Af t e r th^ b a t t l e Humayun demanded t h e impor tan t 
1, Haig i v , p , 21 , n, 2 and p , 49. 
2, I b i d . , p . 49. 
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f o r t r e s s of Chunar from Sher Shah which he possessed by marry-
ing the widow of i t s former commander. While S^^r Shah refused 
t o su r render , Hximayun made p r e p a r a t i o n for the s e ige of the 
f o r t r e s s . But peace was concluded owing t o the development 
in the west in Gujara t and marched towards t h a t country.^ 
Bahadur Shah, t he Sul tan of Gujarat and Malwa had 
peacefu l r e l a t i o n s with Agra. But he took h o s t i l e measures by 
g iv ing s h e l t e r t o Mohammad Zaman Mirza, the b r o t h e r - i n - l a w , 
and c o n s p i r a t o r of Humayun, a t h i s c o u r t , and by the r e f u s a l 
3 
t o send him back t o Agra on demand from Humayun. 
Bahadur Shah sen t a s t rong army a g a i n s t t h e Mxaghals 
under Tatar Khan Lodi towards Agra, Ala-ud-Din, the f a the r 
of Tatar Khan Lodi took one force and marched towards 
K a l i n j a r , and a l s o s e n t another force t o the Punjab, Bahadur 
in 4 
Shah himself was bes i eg ing^ the f o r t r e s s of C h i t o r . This 
h o s t i l e a t t i t u d e of Bahadur Shah provoked Humayun t o anger . 
ttaving d i r e c t e d h i s b r o t h e r s Hindal and Askari t o a t t a c k the 
V 
1. Haig i v , p . 22. 
2 . I b i d . , p . 50 . 
3 . I b i d . , p . 22. 
4 . I b i d . , pp . 22-23 . 
19 
invaders a t Agra, Humayun himself marched through e a s t e r n 
Malwa. The invaders were sv^pressed and Tatar Khan Lodi was 
k i l l e d a t Mandfel by ' A s k a r i ' , Ala-ud-Din and t h e array 
r e t r e a t e d . Humayun met Bahadur Shah a t Mandasor b e f o r e - t h e 
end of the s e ige on Chi tor in an open f i e l d and defea ted him. 
2 
Bahadur Shah made his escape at night in March, 1535 and made 
his way to Mandu. He was pursued to Mandu where he opened 
negotiation with the cession of Malwa to Humayun. As the terms 
were being discussed the Mughals made a surprise attack 
3 
whereby Bahadur Shah narrowly escapped and fled to Champaner, 
Humayun followed y/^ in pursuit to Champaner. Bahadur Shah 
setting fire to the town fled north to Cambay and thence to 
Dieu. Humayun followed him upto Cambay, and thence returned 
to Chanpaner and took the fortress of Champaner with its 
5 
huge treasure. The capture of the celebrated forts of Mandu 
and Champaner delighted Humayxin so much that he wasted months 
in revelry and erijpyment of his booty, careless of coosolidat-
1. Haig iv, p. 23. 
2. Ibid. 
3. Ibid., p. 24. 
4. Ibid. 
5. Ibid., pp. 24-25. 
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ing his conquests. Bahadur Shah now retreated to Dleu and 
commissioned his governor to collect revenue at Ahmedabad. 
Humayun marched to Ahmedabad, captured it and made Askari 
2 
incharge of Ahmedabad as v ice roy with Hindu Beg. Meanwhile 
d i s t u rbance broke out i n Malwa and Humayun r e tu rned t o 
Mandu and que l led the d i s tu rbance and got engaged in p l e a u s r e . 
In h i s absence Bahadur Shah c o l l e c t e d an army from Gujara t 
s t ronge r than before and marched t o a t t a c k Ahmedabad, At t h i s 
c r i t i c a l moment 'Askar i rece ived no he lp f ran Humayun, Urged 
by some of h i s adv i so r s he planned t o d e c l a r e h i s independence. 
On t h e approach of Bahadur Shah he has tened t o Champaner t o 
secure the t r e a s u r e and supp l i e s t h e r e and planned t o march 
4 
t o Agra t o asstane r o y a l t i t l e . Hvunayun informed Tard i Beg, 
h i s f a i t h f u l governor of Chairpaner of the s e c r e t p lan of 
1. Haig iv , p . 25 . 
2. I b i d . 
3 . I b i d . , p . 26. 
4 . I b i d . 
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•Askarl. At this critical moment Tardl Beg hastened to 
Mandu with as much treasure as he could carry with him. 
Humayun when received a detailed news of the plan of the 
conspirators and the disloyalty of 'Askari left Mandu 
hastily for Agra, He met the disorganised force of Askari 
within the territory of Chitor, But considering the 
situation of the eastern provinces^ he avoided fratricidal 
struggle and forgave the plotters with reward instead of 
recrimination and punishment. He then marched with them 
to Agra, After his departure from Mandu that province was 
seized by Mallu Khan who had been In the service of the 
Kings of Malwa,^ 0^ 
Humayun*s continued absence from the north caused 
rebellion in that area. Muhammad Sultan, the cousin of 
Muhammad Zaman Mirza, and his sons revolted. Muhammad Sultan 
established himself beyond the Ganges at Biigram and 
occijpied KanauJ.* One of his sons secured the country along 
1, Haig iv, p. 27. 
2. Ibid. 
a. Ibid, 
4. Ibid, 
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the river as far as Manlkpur^ while another took Jaunpur, 
However^ Hindal, the brother of Humayun who had been left 
in charge of Agra hastened there and succeeded to quell the 
rebellion. He retook these parts and returned to join the 
2 
emperor on his arrival at Agra. 
Hiunayun, after his retxirn to Agra wasted a year at 
times in mediating the recovery of Gujarat and Malwa, but 
usually he occupied himself in pleasures of social life 
3 
neglecting the serious affaJLis of the provinces. Finally, 
he was forced to abandon all hopes of reconquering the 
western provinces by the rising power of Sher Shah Sur in 
the east. 
Sher Shah (A.H. 946/A.D. 1539- A.H. 952/A.D. 1545) 
occupies an eminent place in the history of India as an 
administrative genius. Son of Hasan Khan Sur, a petty 
Jagirdar in Bihar, began his career with the management 
4 
of estate of his father. Originally named Farid, the 
1. Haig iv , p . 27. 
2 . I b i d . , p . 2 7 - 2 8 . 
3. I b i d . , p . 28 
4 . I b i d . , p . 4 5 . Far id was born some year before 1489. 
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jealousy of his step mother compelled him to leave home for 
Jaunpur at an early age. Through self education, he acquired 
1 
a good knowledge of Arabic and Persian classics. However, 
he was invited by his father to join the management of a 
portion of bis estate. The management of the estate gave 
him experience at an early stage in the art of administration, 
specially in the collection of revenues. But owing to the 
jealousy of his step-mother he made his way to Agra, After 
the death of Sultan Ibrahim Lodi at Panipat, Bihar Khan, 
the governor of Bihar assumed the title of Sultan Muhammad, 
Farid entered his service. There he rose to high rank thaC 
2 
Sul tan Mahmud gave him the t i t l e of Sher Khan for h i s 
valoxir i n s a l u g h t e r i n g a t i g e r on t h e hunt ing ground and 
f i n a l l y appointed him t h e t u t o r of h i s son J a l a l Khan, But 
s i n c e h i s r e l a t i o n with Sul tan Muhammad became d i s a g r e e a b l e , 
Sher Khan t e i t po ra r i l y jo ined Babur ' s army and accompanied 
him on an exped i t ion on Chander i , He was ab l e t o conceive 
an idea about Babur 's system and a s c e r t a i n himself how he 
could expel the Mughals from Hindustan, But h i s i n d i s c r e e t 
1. Haig iv , p . 45-46. 
2 . I b i d . , p . 46. 
3 . I b i d . , p . 47, 
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criticism of the system of administration and of the Mughal 
army, and also his behaviour at the royal table offended Babur, 
He fled fran the Mughal camp with his contingent, and from now 
2 
onwards he soxight to unite the Afghans against the Mughals, 
He again repaired to the court of Sultan Muhammad and was 
re-appointed the tutor and guardian of Jalal Khan. Shortly, 
after the death of Sultan Muhammad, Sher Khan became the 
3 
virtual ruler of Bihar, But later when his relation with 
Jalal Khan grew hostile, by stratagem he drove Jalal Khan 
4 from Bihar and himself became undisputable rule«:. o^Biha r , 
He then acquired possession of the strong fo r t r e s s 
of Chunar on the Ganges. The acquis i t ion of the fo r t r e s s 
of Chunar and the huge t reasures added grea t ly t o Sher Khan's 
power and influence as well as h is great resources . Now in 
Humayun's absence from the east Sher Khan consolidated h i s 
5 hold in South Bihar without the s l i g h t e s t opposit ipn. 
1. Haig iv, p . 47, 
2. Ib id . , pp. 47-48. 
3. Ib id . , p . 48. 
4. Ib id . , pp. 48-49. 
5. Ib id . , p . 28. 
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In the rainy season of 1537/ Humayun led h is army on 
Chunar against Sher Khan and besieged the f o r t r e s s . The 
fo r t r e s s was captured af ter a s ieze of several months' 
wastage. By t h i s time Sher Khan advanced In to Bengal, siezed 
Gaur i t s cap i t a l and plimdered the c i t y and secured h i s 
family 's treas\are in the for t of Rohtas in Soutl? Bihar, 
yumayun marched from Chunar to prevent ^he r Khan from taking 
h i s t e r r i t o r y in to Bengal. When he entered the c i t y 
nothing of the resources and treasxire of Bengal was l e f t at 
Gaur for him. Yet he was fascinated by the piace and named 
3 i t Jannatabad, After consolidating his governraent^he with 
h i s whole army devoted to ease and pie as lire. 
While Humayun was at Gaur Sher Khan cut off Humayun's 
communication and supplies from the c a p i t a l , from his base 
4, 
on the hills of Jharkhand in South Bihar, Humayun's brother 
who 
Hindal / was left in north Bihar to secure his communication 
1. Haig iv, p. 28. 
2. Ibid., p. 30, 
3. Ibid. 
4. Ibid. 
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and s u p p l i e s dese r t ed his pos t . Sher Khan r a p i d l y over ran 
t h e sou th , having crossed t h e r i v e r took Banaras and invaded 
Chunar. Humayun s p e e d i l y marched towards Chunar, and reached 
2 
Chausa in 1539» labouring through the adhesive mud of 
the Ganges Valley in the rainy season, and encamped at Chausa 
infront of the camp of the Afghans, sher Khan had already 
assembled all his forces in the neighbourhood of Rohtas and 
was waiting for an opportunity to attack Humayun. On 26 
June, 1539, at the battle of Chausa the Mughals were 
ingloriously defeated and were hotly pursued by Sher Khan. 
Humayun narrowly escaped and crossing the Ganges on an 
inflated skin made his way to Agra accompanied by his 
4 
brother 'Askari. 
With h i s v i c t o r y a t Chausa# Sher Khan assumed t h e 
r o y a l t i t l e of Par idrud-Din sher she r Shah, and 
caused Khutba t o be read in h i s name. He sen t h i s son 
Qutb Khan t o Mandu t o urge Qadir shah t o f u l f i l h i s promise . 
1. Haig i v , p , 30. 
2 . I b i d , , p . 3 1 . 
3 . I b i d . , p . 33 . 
4 . I b i d . , pp. 38, 5 1 . 
5 . I b i d . , p . 51 . 
2G 
while himself moved towards Bengal to seize Gaur from 
Humayun's officers there. He captured Gaur and consolida-
ting his position in Bengal,retreated and advanced as far 
as Kanauj and Kalpi. Humayun despatched his brothers Hindal 
and 'Askari against Qutb Khan, and they having defeated him 
2 
killed him on his way from Kalpi to Chanderi. Excited by 
this success Humayun marched from Agra and reached Kanauj 
in April, 1540, He found Sher Shah encamped on the east 
bank of the Ganges against him. Having crossed the river 
once more he encountered Sher Shah on 17 May, 1540, but 
sustained strong defeat which compelled him to make his 
3 
escape first to Agra with hia small body of men. At Agra 
there was no chance of any help, so he continued his flight 
from Agra to Delhi and thence to Lahore, From Lahore 
Kamran Mirza retired to Kabul. Humayun with a small body 
of men entered into Sind an^ d /pursued him for some time,. 
1, Hdig iv, p. 51. 
2, Ibid. 
3, Ibid., pp. 51, 34, 
4, Ibid., p, 51. 
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In 1542/ Sher Shah conquered Malwa. Then he marched 
on and made an inspection of Bihar and Bengal and returned 
to Agra. In 1543 he set out via Mandu for Raisen against 
Piaran Mai, the commander of the fort. After a long siege, 
he captured the fortress and punished Puran Mai in a ghastly 
manner and returned to Agra. By this time, Haibat Khan his 
2 
Afghan chie f of Rohtas secured Punjab, Lahore and Multan* 
Sher Khan was great ly alarmed by the growth of the h o s t i l e 
power of the Rajputs on the border of h i s dominions. So, in 
the autumn of 1543, he marched from Agra and attacked Raja 
Maldeo of Rathor and won the b a t t l e a f ter a month's s i e g e 
3 
and took Marwar. Then he took Chitor from Rana Udai Singh 
of Marwar and marched t o reduce the for t of Kalinjar under 
Raja Kirat Singh and besieged i t . The s i ege lasted for nearly 
one year. In the end Sher Shah was burnt s er ious ly when ammun-
i t i o n caught f i r e suddenly by an explos ion and was carr ied t o 
the t e n t . The for t was captured by storm and the garrison was 
4 
put t o death. Tha$ day on the 22nd May 1545, Sher Shah 
breathed h i s l a s t . V-^ 
1. Haig i v , p p . 52-53. 
2 . I b i d . , pp. 53-54. 
3 . I b i d , , pp. 54-55. 
4 . I b i d . , p . 55. 
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Sher Shah i s reckoned as " . . . the grea tes t of the Muslim 
ru le rs of India, and was en t i r e ly free from the fau l t s usual ly 
associated with his race" . His rule s ign i f i e s one of the most 
b r i l l i a n t Islamic administrations in Indian h i s to ry . He possess-
ed good knowledge and prac t ica l experience in the a r t of 
government from his ear ly manhood. He applied i t in the smooth 
administrat ion of the empire and reformed the system. I t was 
l a t e r developed and followed by Akbar and the l a t e r Mughals, 
then by the Br i t i sh , and now even in modern t imes. The reforrasT 
systems were his own which he applied in the assessment and 
co l lec t ion of revenue. To each pargana he appointed an amin, 
responsible for general administrat ion, a shiqqdar, h is 
a s s i s t a n t who supervised the assessment and co l lec t ion of the 
revenue; a t reasure r and two Clerks or s ec re t a r i e s to keep 1 
2 the records and accounts, one in Persian and another in Hindi,' 
The cul t iva ted land was measured a t every harvest , and revenue 
was assessed in cash on the value of the produces. To each 
Sarkar or revenue d i s t r i c t was appointed a chief 
shiqqdar and a munsif whose duty was to see t h a t the 
revenue i s collected in ful l but the cu l t iva to r s were not 
oppressed. His administrat ion of the army was even more e f f ic ien t . 
The system of branding the horses of rthe contingents had been 
1, Haig i v , p, 65. 
2, I b i d , , p, 56. 
3 , Ib id . 
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invented by the Seljuqs in the twelfth century A.D.# but the 
only Indian ruler who had hitherto been able to enforce it had 
been Alauddin Khilji. Sher Shah enforced it rigorously which 
Akbar failed to do later on. 
Sher Shah intended to establish a centralised adminis-
tration in the en5>ire. To achieve this he connected the various 
parts of the country with the capital by efficient system of 
road. Of his four grand roads,^ one ran from Sonargaon in Bengal, 
through Agra, Delhi and Lahore to the Indus, one from Agra to 
Mandu, one from Agra to Jodhpur and Chitor, and from Agfa to 
Multan, On either aide of the roads fruit trees were planted 
and beside them 1700 caravanserais, were erected with separate 
lodging for the Muslim and the Hindus, and servants to look 
after their needs. Grains and fodder were supplied for horses 
and cattle, and each caravanserai contained a well and mosque 
with muazzin and an Imam in attendance, A police official kept 
peace, and prevented crime, and two post-horses were stabled in 
each building for the use of the riders conveying the royal mail.' 
Besides building Hohtas in the neighbourhood of 
Jhelum he built forts at Delhi, Extended the cityi^towards 
5 
the Jumna, and b u i l t fo r t s at Kanauj and elsewhere. Crime 
was sijppressed and the head men of the v i l l ages were 
1. Halg iv, p . 56, 
2. I b i d . , p , 57. 
3. Ib id . 
4 . Ib id . 
5. Ib id , 
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responsible for the surrender of those who committed crime 
in their villages, or criminals who took refuge in them-
Sher Shah was pious and rigidly orthodox, but was liberal 
and tolerant, and Hindus held high position in his army, 
Todar Mai who later gained renown under Akbar was originally 
2 in his service. One of his best known generals, was 
Bikramjit of Gaur, when he sent Raja Ram Singh to Gwalior 
is also said to have been in his service. His army included 
4 
a contingent of the Rajputs. 
Sher Shah was succeeded by his younger son Jalal 
Khan under the title of Islam Shah or Salim Shah (A.H, 952/ 
A.D. 1545-A,H, 960/A,D. 1552). He made an effort to 
preserve the institutions of his father. He remodelled the 
administration and kept the fortifications in good repair, 
increased the number of caravanserais and ordered the 
compilation of the detailed statements of regulations, 
the extracts of whichjwere read every Friday in meetings of 
1. Ikram, p. 140, 
2. Ibid. 
3. Ibid. 
4. Ibid, 
5. Haig iv, p. 58, 
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government o f f i c i a l s of the area. He was, however, unable 
to keep his rebel l ious nobles in check, and re l ig ious 
unrest among his subjects further undermined h is power. 
He had no share of the great q u a l i t i e s of h is f a the r . 
He was suspicious, c rue l , v indict ive and narrow-minded, 
unable t o "think imperial ly, and dcaninated by clan or 
family fee l ings . His treatment of h i s nobles r e c a l l s the 
fo l ly of another Afghan ru le r , Ibrahim Lodi, but h is 
exceeded Ibrahim's" . He was unable, i n sp i t e of h i s 
cruel ty , t o control the t r i b a l ch ie f ta ins , and the 
clanfeuds, which Sher Khan had suppressed, broke out ^ f r e s h , 
and made i t c lear t h ^ "the empire was not for the 
3 Afghan. 
1. Ikram, p . 140. 
2. Haig iv, p . 63. 
3. Ib id . 
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Diiring the reign of Islam Shah there was much unrest 
amongst the Muslims in India. The millenium, of the migration 
of the prophet of Islam from Mecca was approaching, and it 
was believed by majority that a Mahdi who was to convert the 
whole world to Islam to fill the earth with equity and justice, 
as it had been filled with tyranny and oppression, would 
appear. In A.D. 1504, Sayyid Muhammad of Jaunpux had given 
a definite form to this doctrine, and had claimed to be the 
Mahdi, he died on his return from pilgrimage to Mecca. After 
him in the time of Sher Shah, Shaikh 'Alai, son of Shaikh 
Hasan, one of the celebrated religious teachers of Bengal, 
established himself in Biana as the successor of his father. 
Sut after a time he fell under the influence of Shaikh 
Abdullah Niyazi, an Afghan follower of Sayyid Muhammad 
Jaunpuri. The two leaders confined their teaching and 
preaching, the distinctive mark of which was rigid paritanism 
and asceticism. They kept no goods or means of 
livelihood, but they and their followers always went armed, 
and made it their business ^-^o enforce as well as to make 
1. Haig iv, p. 61. ikram, p. 140. 
2. Ibid, p. 61 
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laws. They admonished any/whom they found in the cirty or 
in the market doing an act which they judged to be unlawful 
or irreligious, and if no heed was paid to their warnings, 
the culprits were punished. 
In the reign of Islam Shah *Alai returned to Biana 
near Agra, and was summoned to the court of Islam Shah at 
2 
Agra, He appeared at the court with a large band of ragged 
and d i r t y armed followers, and saluted the Sultan as an 
3 
equal, and bore himself most in so len t ly , Maulana Abdulla 
Sultanpuri , en t i t l ed Makhdum-ul-Mulk held the office of 
Sadr-us-Sudur (or the chief J u r i s t ) , and he unsparingly 
4 
condemned 'Alai as a schismatic. The orthdox theologians 
decreed the here t ic t o be put t o death. But Islam Shah 
hes i ta ted t o follow the i r advice. Shaikh 'Alai , however, 
continued to preach and his devotees increased in number. 
Many oountrAan became his d i s c i p l e s . At Bhaswar near Biana 
Shaikh Abdullah Niazi was enraged and Shaikh *Alai was a lso 
1. Haig iv, p , 61; Ikram, p , 141. 
2. Ib id . 
3 . Ib id . , pp. 61-62; Ikram, p . 141. 
4. I b id . , p . 62; Ib id . 
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flogged to death at the royal camp in the Punjab. This 
s t r i f e between the sect leaders and the government helped 
in the growing confusion and disorder in the reign of 
Islam Shah. 
Islam Shah died on the 22nd November« 1554. Quarrels 
over succession followed h is death. Firoz Shah/ h i s only 
twelve-year-old son was enthroned. But h i s head was severed 
2 from the body by h is maternal uncle Mubariz Khan. Mubariz 
Khan assumed the royal t i t l e of Adil Shah or Muhammad Adil . 
After the murder of Firoz, three Afghans of the royal l ine 
including Adil Shah himself appeared on the royal scene. Of 
theieIbrahim Khan S\ir en t i t l ed Ibrahim Shah held the area 
from the foot of the Himalayas to Gujarat in the PiJonjab, 
and Ahmad Khan known as Sikandar Shah held from Delhi t o 
Rohtas in the Punjab, while Adil Shah exercised h is authori ty, 
over Agra and Malwa as far eas t as Jaunpur. When the three 
1. Haig iv , p . 63. 
2. I b id , , p . 64; Mubariz Khan was the son of Nizam Khan, 
the younger brother of Sher Shah and the brother Islam 
Shah's wife. 
2, I b id . , p . 65; Ibrahim was a second cousin of Adil Shah, 
the Sultan and also a brother- in-law marrying h i s s i s t e r* 
Ahmad Khan also was another cousin of the Sultan and also 
married h i s younger s i s t e r . A 
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claimants quarreled for power and authority^ Pt gave a 
golden chance to Huinayun for the recovery of his lost empire 
in Hindustan 
Humayun was totally deprived of any assistance from 
his treacherotis and disloyal brothers. He went in exile first 
in Sind, then in Rajputana and then again in Sind, and it 
lasted for about fifteen years. His attempt to seize the 
territory in Sind from its ruler Shah Husain Arghun was a 
failure. His marriage with Hamida Begam the daughter of 
his brother Hinj^ l's spiritual guide, disgusted his brother 
who left for Qandahar leaving him alone in exile. In great 
2 3 
despair he wanted t o go t o Mecca* but an inv i t a t ion from 
Raja Maldeo of Marwar enlightened h i s hope of reconquering 
Gujarat, He entered Raijputana, but the cruel designs of the 
Raja to seize him further f rus t ra ted him. At t h i s dark hour 
the unexpected favour of the Rana of Umarkot provided him 
assis tance and s h e l t e r . Here in the for t of Umarkot his 
1. Haig iv, p . 38. 
2. I b id . , p . 39. 
3. Ib id . 
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son Akbar was born in 1542, In Novembar of the same year 
lA^ 
he attempted an expedition to south-east /Sind with the aid 
of the Rana. By th i s time, he was joined by h i s most f a i t h -
ful favourite Bairam Khan who had fled from the b a t t l e with 
2 
Sher Shah. This aroused his low morale and gave him enough 
courage to face the hardships. 
He marched on to Qandahar but was deceived by Askari 
To avoid further confrontation he had to leave his infant 
son Akbar at the mercy of his cruel hearted brother. He 
made his way to the dovibtful mercy of Shah Tahmasp in Persia. 
In Persia he was received with kindness by the Shah 
of Persia and there is enough evidence to show that Humayun 
was accorded a befitting welcome. The affection of the Shah's 
sister and the mediation of Bairam Khan drew him more near 
to Shah Tahmasp, He granted him a force in 1545 to fight 
with his treaherous brother Kamran, on condition that 
4 Qandahar would be restored to Persia after its recovery. 
1. Haig iv, p. 39, 
2. Ibid. 
3. Ibid., p. 40. 
4. Ibid, 
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Strengthened by the he lp of t h e Pers ian army Humayun 
marched through S i s t a n , l a i d a s i ege on Oandahar/ tooX i t 
and r e s t o r e d i t t o P e r s i a . But soon a f t e r the dea th of 
Pers ian p r ince who accompanied;as the commander of t h e 
Pers ian army, he re took Qandahar and s e t out for Kabul, 
After long and cont inued s t r u g g l e s pzif t he fol lowing years 
with Kamran and 'Askari / met h i s son Akbar i n 1545/ and 
occvrpled Qandahar, Badakshan and Kabul. 'Askari was defea ted and 
capturedJand l a t e r on s en t t o p i lg r image t o Mecca where he 
2 
died in 1558, Kamran made h i s escape t o piarsue h i s scheme 
^ ^ for power for sometime. He was followed up as he t r i e d t o 
rouse the count ry between Kabul and Hindustan. Meanwhile 
3 
Hindal was k i l l e d in a n igh t a t t acked by an^-Afghan. 
Humayun's r i v a l s were t o t a l l y uprooted and almost 
none remained who could be a p o t e n t i a l t h r e a t . Now he had 
time t o c o n s o l i d a t e h i s t e r r i t o r i e s and p repa re himself for 
the reconquest of Hindustan. QBv22rid June, 1555, Humayun's 
1. Haig i v , p p . 4 0 - 4 1 . 
2 . I b i d . , p . 42 and n . 1. 
3 . I b i d . , p , 4 3 . 
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the 
army and^Afghans met in a b a t t l e , Sikandar Shah was 
defeated and he took refuge in the Ski r t s of the Himalayas. 
After the b a t t l e , Hijmayun, marched to Samana, From Samana 
he sent h is off icers to the Punjab t o check the r e t r e a t of 
2 Sikandar Shah and t o es tab l i sh order in tha t province. 
Another force occtpidd Delhi. Humayun le f t Samana, hal ted 
at Salimgarh on the Jumna on the 20th July, 1555 and on 23rd 
July, he once more entered Delhi, and se t t l ed down to r e s t 
appointing h i s off icers t o various commands, Akbar the young 
prince was sent under the guardianship of his favourite 
4 
Bairam Khan as the t i t u l a r gov/eonoi^'df the Punjab. veonof^i 
Though Humayun occupied Delhi and Agra after Lahore 
and Sirhind, his empire was completely insecure as the 
Afghan claimants and the i r stjpporters were not t o t a l l y 
crushed. In such a precarious condition Humayun breathed 
h is l a s t by a sudden f a l l from thfr s t a i r s of the l ib ra ry 
1. Haig iv , pp. 67-68. 
2. I b id . , p . 68. 
3 . Ib id . 
4 . Ib id . 
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leaving 
at Delhi on 26 January,^his son Akbar as the heir apparent. 
Akbar at a young age shouldered the responsibility of not 
only heading an empire but also to add to its glory and 
magnificience. 
The establishment of the Mughal Empire in Hindustan 
contributed a lot t o the cu l tu ra l development of the cotmtry, 
Babur on h is a r r i v a l inported the Turkish-Islamic cu l tu re 
influenced by the Persians and transplanted i t i n to the 
s o i l of the coxintry which gave b i r th to a mixed cu l tu re in 
the name of Indo-Iranian cul ture in Hindustan, But the 
increasing Persian influence on the Islamic c i v i l i z a t i o n 
in Hindustan dates from the reign of Humayun. During the 
years of ex i le at the court of Shah Tahmasp in Persia he 
had come in to d i r e c t contact with the a r t i s t s who were 
making Tabriz a c u l t u r a l cen t re . After h is departure from 
the Persian court Humayun met with d i f fe ren t people of a 
the country on the way and he was a l l along accompanied 
by them upto Qandahar. Such in te r -courses with the land 
of Persia gave r i s e to Perso-Turkish cu l ture which flourished 
1. Haig iv, p . 69. 
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for many centuries on Indian s o i l . Akbar made a very 
s ign i f ican t contr ibut ion t o t h i s Perso-Turkish cu l ture by 
intrbdtacing/almost a l l the r ich her i tage of Hindu re l ig ion 
and phi losophy^l i tera ture and fine a r t s etc.^ With t h i s 
broadened basis , Mughal cul ture assumed a pa t te rn which 
has l« f t a p«rTOa^esvt marV; on the c u l t u r a l l i f e of the sub-
cont inent . 
CHAPTER - II 
Cultural and Literary traditions of the 
Period of Babur and Humayun. 
CULTURAL AND LITERARY TRADITIONS OF THE PERIODS OF 
BABUR AND HUMAYUN 
Al though C e n t r a l As i a had e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y , been 
Tur]<ic ised long b e f o r e Timur>^ by t h i s t i m e t h e c u l t u r a l 
l anguage of t h e e l i t e was P e r s i a n , and P e r s o - I s l a m i c 
c u l t u r e had dominated t h e r e g i o n s i n c e t h e t i m e of t h e 
Samanids , (A.D. 874 - A.D. 9 9 9 ) . The T i m u r i d s , as t h e y 
were T u r k s , s o were Musl ims, and t h e y a s s i m i l a t e d t h e m s e l v e s 
t o P e r s o - I s l a m i c C u l t u r e . Timur and t h e T i m u r i d s of C e n t r a l 
A s i a , were cu l tx j red p e o p l e . They were l o v e r s of l e a r n i n g , 
l i t e r a t u r e , s c i e n c e and c u l t u r e . Timur, t h e founder of t h e 
2 
d y n a s t y c l a imed t o be a Muslim, by e n f o r c i n g t h e s h a r i a * . 
B e s i d e s T u r k i s h h i s mother t o n g u e , he spoke P e r s i a n w i t h 
e a s e , and p a t r o n i s e d s c h o l a r s , p o e t s , t h e o l o g i a n s and 
a r t i s t s . He b e a u t i f i e d t h e c i t y of Samarqand, h i s c a p i t a l , 
by b u i l d i n g mosques, m a d r a s a s , p a l a i ^ e s and g a r d e n s w i t h 
t h e h e l p of s k i l l f u l a r t i s t s and a r c h i t e c t s b r o u g h t from 
3 
P e r s i a . 
After Timur's death, his vast empire gradually 
declined. His successors were able to maintain their hold 
1. E.I., Art. "Turks"; Muhibb, p. 18. 
2. Barthold, ji^j ' pp. 39-40; Muhibb, p. 7. 
3. Ibid., pp. 22-23, 39; Barthold,ij ©o . . p, 
Mohibb, p. 7. 
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for a considerable time, only over a part of Persia and the 
country beyond the Oxus. Although political glory of the Timurids 
was reduced to its lowest extent, each one of the princes of the 
house tried to preserve the cultural glory of Timur within his 
area. Each of them was a cultured prince, and liberally 
encouraged learning, literature, science, arts, music and 
architecture. Poets, scholars, scientists, artists rushed to 
their court at Herat and enjoyed the favour of the Timurid 
princes. Their cultural glory reached Herat frcsn Samarqand and 
6ther places. Finally, Herat became the centre of their activi-
ties, culture and learning. The leading princes to survive the 
cultural heritage of Timur were Shahrukh Mirza, Baisanghor 
Mirza, Ulugh Beg and Husaiii- Baiqara, They not only patronised 
others but also practised themselves, sdience, arts, literattore 
and culture. ^ 
Thus Shahrukh Mirza, the son of Timur not only patro-
hised men of knowledge and science but himself was a poet 
and an artist. He founded a library at Herat, his capital. 
Shahrukh's son Ulugh Beg was an enthusiastic lover of learning 
and culture. Like his grand father Timur, he also embellished 
both the cities of Samarqand and Bukhara by building palaces. 
1, Muhibb, p. 7. 
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madrasas, mosques, and endowed/with necessa ry endowments. 
He b u i l t p u b l i c ba ths i n Saraarqand known as the "Mirza ' s 
Bath" . He a l s o b u i l t pa l aces i n t h e suburbs of Samarqand. 
He was h igh ly i n t e r e s t e d i n books of s c i ence , and s t u d i e d 
e. 
them with Pers ian t e a c h e r s . He b u i l t a mult i -s tor iyed 
observa tory where he c a r r i e d out h i s as t ronomica l e x p e r i -
ments and a l s o founded a l i b r a r y . He composed ve r se s 
himself and judged Nizarai t o be the b e s t of t h e Pe r s i an 
p o e t s , even b e t t e r than h i s b ro the r BaisonghQr_,who admired 
2 Amir Khusrau of D e l h i . Sul tan Husain Baiqara , the g r e a t 
grand son of T i m u r ' s son Umar Shaikh was the l a s t of t h e 
r u l e r s of Hera t . His r e i g n wi tness one of t h e b r i l l i a n t 
p e r i o d s in the c u l t u r a l h i s t o r y of I r a n . He was a c u l t u r e d p r ince 
and pa t ron of poe ts and s cho la r s and men of c u l t u r e . Himself 
3 
a poet inTiurJciah wrote a book "The Maja l i s -u l -Ushshaq" , 
which according t o Dr. Aftab Asghar^Babur has wrongly 
asc r ibed t o Karaal-ud-Din Husain Ga ja rgah i . B a i q a r a ' s 
learned m i n i s t e r , Mir 'Al i Shir Navai, a l s o was 
1, Bar thold , IJ^. .^ - - p . 119, f fs B.N., pp . 78-80; 
Muhibb, p . 9 . 
2 , I b i d . , pp . 134-35; Muhibb, p . 9 . 
3 , Asghar, p . 15 and n . 1. 
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a poet in Tiorkish, and was the f i r s t t o open a new trend 
in Turkish poetry^ and freed i t from the influence of the 
c l a s s i c a l Persian ^oe t s . He was an en thus ias t ic patron of 
learning, l i t e r a t u r e and cu l tu re . Under the munificent 
patronage of both the monarch and his minister , poet Jami, 
Waiz Kashifi, Daulat Shah Samarqandi, h i s to r i an Mir Khwand, 
a r t i s t Bihzad, cal l ighrapher Sultan Ali Mashhadi flourisheei 
and exercised the i r t a l e n t s in a congenial atmosphere, 
Babur's father Umar Shaikh Mirza, the ruler of 
Farghana was also a cultured pr ince . He sprinkled h i s 
conversation with Persian verse. Although he did not write 
poetry himself, he was fond of reading Nizami, Amir Khusrau 
2 
Of Delhi, Firdausi and Rumi, A disciple of Khwaja Obaidullah 
Ahrar, he was very religious praying five times a day, and 
3 
"very frequently" reading the Quran, In his time Farghana, 
though could not vie with Samarqand, the great cultural centre 
of Transoxania but Umar Shaikh Mirza always tried to surround__ 
4 
himself by men of ability and knowledge, in imitation of his 
V 
1. E.I. (Old), art "Turks", Camb. Hist. Islam, 23, p. 285. 
2. B.N., pp. 41-46; Muhibb, p. 12. 
3. Ibid. 
4. Ibid.; Ibid., p. 18, 
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brother Ahmad Mirza,Bahur's mother/ Katluq Nigar Khanam^ 
the daughter of the learned Yunus Khan, too was a cultured 
lady. She must have known Arabic, Persian and Turkish. Babur's 
maternal grand mother Aisan Daulat was also a sensible and 
sagacious woman who had great influence on the earlier career 
of Babur. Besides the people of his own family, there was 
Khwaja Maulana Qazi, the unofficial guardian and teacher of 
Babur. He had great impression on the life of Babur, who 
remembers him in his memoirs with utmost respect. He was 
a disciple of Khwaja Ubaidullah Ahrar, whose family members 
held high positions in the court. 
Babur was a worthy successor and true guardian of the 
heritage and culture of Timur and the Timurids. Born and 
brought up in such an atmosphere in his Central Asian home-
land, Babur adopted the traditions of his ancestors, and 
attained perfection in very field. He was a cultured 
prince, and enjoyed the society of poets, scholars and 
men of ability and knowledge. Himself a poet in Persian 
1. B.N., pp. 29-30, 53, 89-90; Muhibb, p. 17, 
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and Turkish, a renowned p rose -v / r i t e r and a good c r i t i c , 
encouraged poets^ s c h o l a r s and l i t e r a r y men, and p a t r o n i s e d 
them. He a t t r a c t e d poe t s , s c h o l a r s , h i s t o r i a n s and learned 
men t o h i s cou r t from C e n t r a l Asia and other p l a c e s , 
F i r i s h t a says s-
<y*^^^y^^ ^>M o-:^T c^^^ j,i Aj^^\yf\ \)j^ 3 cy'-*^^ 
'^ a.i ^ oV/J*-* -U-t,^ J' *<-*-»\-
Poe ts , s cno l a r s and learned men who adorned h i s cou r t were 
Abul wajd Faraghi , Khwand Mir, Su l t an Muhammad Kaus, Shaikh 
3 
J ama l i , Mir Abul Baqa, Maulana Yusufi, Nizamud-din Kha l i f a . 
Some other poets and learned men were Maulana Ali Jan, 
Maulana Ali Khan, Tardi Beg Khaksar, Maulana Shams-ud-Din 
Fa rgha r i , Maulana Shams Ta l ib , Shaikh Zain, the author of 
4 
the Tabaqa t - i -Babur i and o t h e r s . , 
He was a v e r s a t i l e g e n i u s . He knew Turkish, Pers ian 
and Arabic, and something of the Hindi language. Besides 
1, Asghar, p . 52, 
2, F i r i s h t a i,{'Nawal K i s h o r e J . p . 210; Asghar, pp, 52-53 . 
3 . A.N. i , p . 119; Asg-iar, p . 53 . 
4 . Tabaqa t - i -Babur i , pp . 17,20, 33; M.T. i , pp . 448-50; 
Muhibb, p . 19 2. 
47 
military warfare, riding and swimming, he was well-versed 
in poetry, sufism, hadith, fiqh, art, architecture, music 
and calligraphy, Badauni says that he was interested in 
astronomy also, nistorian Firishta quotes: 
Turkish was his mother tongue but he could never ignore Persian 
the language o£ culture and refinement. He composed verses 
in Persian, and Turkish and read the great masters in that 
art. Abul Fazl, the famous historian of Akbar says thus -
He read great Persian masters in Persian poetry and very 
often quoted verses from them in his memoirs.Historians 
and biographers cite his Persian verses hither and thither 
in their works. He can be ranked as a minor poet in Persian 
1, Ranking M.T., p. 449; Muslim Saqafat, p, 211, n. 2. 
2. Ft>lshta»i, I>.2<1. 
5 ' A-.H.i ,P. 118 5 Aggboir^pp. ^9 .50 . 
^ , Ib id . 
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l i t e r a t u r e . The following verses are h i s -
as 
However, Babur excelled/a poet in Tvirkish his mother 
tongue, and h i s posi t ion as a poet was next to Mir *Ali Shir 
Nawai, the learned minister of Husain Baiqara of Herat. Mirza 
Haider Dughlat the author of the Tarikh-i-Rashidi speaks of 
him :- . , , , ^ ^ 
Babur led a movement in the Tur)^ish poetry on the same l ine 
as Mir Ali Shir, and h i s Turkish poetry i s characterised by 
"sponteneity". He composed in a simple, un-affected s ty le on 
various subjects such as wine, war, love, re l ig ion , sufism 
in a var ie ty of verse forms - ghazal, masnawi, rubi , q i t a ' 
4 
e t c . Some of h i s Turkish poems reveal h is r a c i a l sentiment 
for the Turkish. Although he never ignored Persian, he pref-
erred Turkish as the chief medium of h is l i t e r a r y compositions. 
1 . Fin ishta \, V. 211 ; A s ^ h a n , P. 5 ^ . 
2. A. N. i_, p. 118 3 A©ghar^P.50 . 
3. T.R.^ P. 173 ^ Asghar , P. 6t j B a z m j , P . 5 1 . 
4.Canr)b. Hist. I s lam, 2B, ??, 2SS-8e j Barthold , iii,PP. 2 - 4 ) 
Muhlbb_, P. T8. 
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Babur composed Mubayyan or F iqh - i -Babur i i n A.H. 
927/A,D. 1521-22. I t was w r i t t e n for the conduct and guidance 
of h i s son Kamran. I t i s a masnawi poem con ta in ing 100 l i n e s , 
dea l ing with some problems of Hanafi law toge the r with sane 
ma t t e r s r e l a t i n g t o campaigning. I t shows Babur 's i n t e r e s t i n 
Fiqh and t h a t he was a s ince re Hanaf i . I t i s of no a r t i s t i c 
va lue . 
Babur 's another work i s t r a n s l a t i o n i n t o Turkish of 
the "R i sa l a - i -Wal id iyya" o r i g i n a l l y w r i t t e n by Khwaja Ubaidullah 
Ahrar. He conple ted t h e work in A.H, 935/A.D. 1528-29, and 
i s w r i t t e n in masnawi form con t a in ing 243 l i n e s on s u f i e t h i c s . 
I t shows Babur 's s u f i s t i c l ean ings , but i t has a very l i t t l e 
2 
a r t i s t i c va lue , 
Babur has l e f t behind a diwan in Turkish which was 
e d i t e d by S i r E. Denison Ross in C a l c u t t a in 1910 with the 
3 
t i t l e of "Diwan-i-Babur Padshah". In r e cen t years i->r. iMohd 
Sabi r of Karachi Un ive r s i t y and Dr. Nazir Ahmad of Al igarh 
Muslim Unive r s i ty have made va luab le a d d i t i o n s i n Babxar's 
Turkish and Pers ian poe t ry by t h e i r very s i g n i f i c a n t r e s e a r c h e s . 
1. I s l amic Cul tu re xxxiv. No. 2, p , 134; Muhibb, p . 193. 
2. I b i d . , pp . 133-34; I b i d . 
3 . Asghar, p . 51, n . 3 . 
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Babur made a very s i g n i f i c a n t and va luab le c o n t r i b u t i o n 
t o prose l i t e r a tvu re . He wrote a t r a c t on prose in Turkish/ 
the "Ri sa l a - i -Uruz" , i n A.H. 933.''• I t s shows h i s i n t e r e s t in 
p o e t i c a l fornas as wel l as i n classical rhymes and mode of 
v e r i s i f i c a t i o n . The work has got a s i m i l a r i t y with o lde r 
Pe r s i an works. But i t p rov ides more informat ion on c e r t a i n 
verse- forms than t h a t given by Mir Ali Shir Nawai and used 
by the Turkish p o e t s . In the book both Pers ian and Turkish 
examples are given, and some Turkish examples of metres found 
2 
are h i s own i n n o v a t i o n . 
But Babux's immortal fame as a p r o s e - w r i t e r r e s t s on 
h i s memoirs known as "Waqiat- i -Baburi which according t o 
Mirza Haider " i s w r i t t e n in a simple unaffected and yet pure 
3 
s t y l e " . I t has a n a t u r a l s t y l e . 
Babur had g r e a t a p p r e c i a t i o n for the a r t of w r i t i n g 
and himself was a good c a l l i g r a p h i s t . He invented a new 
s t y l e of s c r i p t known as "Kha t t - i -Babur i " which resembles 
1, Badauni i , p , 343; Asghar, p . 52; Muslim Saqafat , p . 210, 
2 , I s lamic C u l t u r e , xxiv. No.2, p , 134; N . E . I . , a r t "Babur"; 
Muhibb, p . 193. 
3 , N . E . I . , a r t "Babur"; Camb. H i s t . Islam, 23, p . 686; 
Muhibb, p . 193. 
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the "Khatt-1-Nasakh", He wrote the Quran in this style and 
this copy v)as sent to Mecca, Badauni says: 
Babxor also excelled in music and other arts. 
The Timurids were great lovers of art and architectiore. 
The glories of their monuments are a feast for the eye in every 
city and town of India, Central Asia and Iran. Like all other 
Timurids Babur had the vision of a great builder. He absorbed 
himself in building palaces and gardens. He built edifices, 
palaces and gardens mostly in Agra and Dholpur under the 
supervision of Mulla uasim, Ustad Shah Muhammad the Sanqtarash 
(Stone-cutter),, Mirak Mir ^^ 'hiyas and Shah Baba, the belder' 
(Spademan) . Babur himself claims "In Agra alone, O^nd of 
1. Badauni i , p . 3 4 3 . 
2 , T ,R . , p , 174; Muhibb, p . 192 . 
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s tone-cut te rs belonging to that place only, I , every day, 
employed only on my palaces 680 persong; and in Agra, S ikr i , 
Biana, Dholpur, Gwalior and Koil, there were every day 
employed on my works 1491 persons", 
Babur was accustomed t o running water in Transoxania 
and Kabul, After h i s victory a t Panipat, he f i r s t sank a large 
well on the ugly land at Agra across the Jumna, and supplied 
water t o the hot-bath by means of Persian wheel,- He then 
constructed a large tank with enclosure, and an audiance 
ha l l , and a pr ivate apartment with garden and other buildings 
including hot-baths.He also bu i l t an elegant garden, planted 
in every corner, roses and marcisuss flowers in perfect 
arrangement. Similarly Shaikh Zainuddin Khalifa, and other 
cour t i e r s also constructed regular and well-planned gardens , 
with proper arrangement for running water, and people used 
to c a l l the area b u i l t and resided by Babur and h i s nobles, 
•Kabul' .^ 
1. B.N. , p p . 530, 642; Abdur Rahim, MS. f. 485a ; Muslim S a q a f a t ; 
p . 3 7 2 ; Muhibb, p . 194; Haig i v , p , 524 . 
2 . B .N. , p . 532; Muhibb, p p . 1 9 4 - 9 5 . 
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In an empty space outside the for t of Agra between 
Ibrahim Lodi's palace and the rampart, Babur constructed a 
baol i (a deep well with steps leading to the water l e v e l ) . 
I t had very unique style ,and adjacent to i t a mosque was 
constructed, Babur was not sa t i s f i ed with i t s a rch i tec ture , 
and observed, "The mosque i s not well-done; i t i s in the 
Hindustani fashion". 
Babur also bu i l t many buildings at other p laces . In 
the middle of the Si]?ri lake he erected an octagonal platform, 
and in the north east of the town of Panipat he constructed 
3 
a mosque t o celebrate h i s victory over Ibrahim Lodi. Simi-
l a r ly we find tha t Babur constructed many beaut i ful building 
at various p laces . These are an ample proof of h is refined 
t a s t e in a rch i t ec tu re . He made cer ta in innova]bions a l so . 
2 
1. B.N., pp. 532-33; Muhibb, p . 195. 
2. Ib id i , p . 588; Ib id . , p . 195. 
3 . V.A. Smith, A Hist , of fine Arts in India and Ceylon, p.178; 
Muhibb, p . 195. 
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Most of the buildings tha t Babur b u i l t have disappeared due 
to the ravages of t ime. 
According to Abul Fazl, "formerly people used t o p lan t 
t he i r gardens without any order, but since the time of a r r i v a l 
of the emperor, Bab\ir, a more methodical arrangement of the 
gardens has been obtained; t r a v e l l e r s now-a-days admire the 
beauty of the places and the i r murmuring fountains". Babur's 
gardens were in the form of t e r r a c e s . Each te r race being 
divided in to four lesser squares according t o t r a d i t i o n a l plan 
of what i s known a Charbagh (or Four Fold-Plot) with water 
channels for the d i s t r ibu t ion of water. Pavilion supported 
by high columns, occupied a cen t ra l pos i t i on . This was a pa t tern 
2 
followed by the subsequent Mugl^ al gardens. 
In 1508-09, Babur planted near Jalalabad a garden 
(Charbagh) on a r i s ing ground facing south named Bagh-i-Wafa 
(or Garden of F i d e l i t y ) , where organges, c i t rons and pome-
3 granates were planted in abundance. Babur was fond of 
experimenting in growing f r u i t s . He planted p la in ta in and 
1. ^ : . Ain, p . 9 3 ; Muhibb, p . 196 . 
2 . Muhibb, p . 196. 
3 . I b i d . ; B.N., p . 2 0 8 . 
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surgarcane in Bagh-i-Wafa and l a t e r in t roduced c u l t i v a t i o n 
of vines^ melons/ around Agra, and they were as good as 
grown in Turan. "In the middle of t h e garden"^ Babur w r i t e s , 
"a one mile s tream flows c o n s t a n t l y p a s t t h e l i t t l e h i l l on 
2 
which are four-garden p l o t . 
Babur l a id out gardens in Dholpur, Gwalior . Pan ipa t , 
l a id out 2 
he ordered a garden t o be ^ i n C h i t r a , near t h e r i v e r Ganga. 
According t o Jahang i r , Babur l a i d "a garden (Charbagh) on 
the e a s t s ide of Jamuna which few p l a c e s equal in beau ty" . 
He c a l l e d i t Gul-afshan and e r e c t e d a smal l bu i l d ing of c u t -
red s tone i n s i d e t h i s garden. He in tended t o make a " l o f t y 
b u i l d i n g , but time f a i l e d him and h i s design was never c a r r i e d 
4 i n t o execu t ion . Baburlaid out a number of other gardens 
i n 
such as "Bagh-i-Zar-afshan"^Agra. Zohra Bagh, Dehra Bagh, 
and Ram Bagh, The f i r s t two were made for h i s d a u g h t e r s . 
1. I r f a n Habib, "Agrarian System of Mughal I n d i a " , pp . 50-51j 
Muhibb, p , 196, 
2 . B.N, , p . 208; Muhibb, p . 196, 
3 . I b i d , , p , 485; I b i d , , 196-97. 
4 . Tuzuk - i - J ahang i r i , p , 4; Muhibb, p . 197, 
t: G 
Zohra Bagh, adjacent to Ram Bagh/ had a garden palace, 
and its octagonal well survived until 1912. The Ram Bagh 
(formerly called Aram Bagh) situated opposite the Taj on 
the east bank of the Jumna is still in a recognisable form. 
It has been graphically described by the authors of "The 
Gardens of Mughal India": "The basic pattern is one of the 
geometrically laid out walks, with platforms raised well 
above the garden level from which to view the garden. A 
terrace follows the east bank of the Jumna, and on it are 
the ruins of the two substantial buildings towards the south, 
and a fine aquaduct and well survived in a good state of 
preservation, while the water channels through out are seen 
in their earliest and purest form. A circular gravel space 
also indicates what may^ h'ave been site for Babur's original 
octagonal well. 
Babur could have built a much more large number of 
buildings in India. But his stay was too short as he lived 
1, Sylvia Crome and Shaila Hayward, "The Gardens of Mughal 
India", pp. 63-65. The theory that Marathas changed the 
name of Aram ^^ agh to RamBagh is not correct. Probably 
the construction was in common use long before the coming 
of the Marathas. It was easier to pronovince Ram Bagh 
which also gave the word a religious significance (Naville, 
Agra, Gazettee, viii, pp. 165, 289); Muhibb,p. 197; 
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here only for four y e a r s . Though, he was a t t r a c t e d by t h e 
d e x t e r i t y of t he Indian workman, s p e c i a l l y , the stonemasons 
he complains of t h e s l ipshod manner in which they designed 
t h e i r s t r u c t u r e s without " r e g u l a r i t y or symmetry". He could 
have drawn i n s p i r a t i o n from I r an as he did for h i s gardens , 
or from Timur 's b u i l d i n g s in Samarqand. But he t r i e d t o 
i n i t i a t e the Ottoman a r c h i t e c t u r e , and he i s s a id t o have 
sen t for the p u p i l s of the c e l e b r a t e d Albranian a r c h i t e c t 
Sinan t o advise him on h i s bvdlding schemes, and two p u p i l s 
of Sinan, Yusuf and I s a a re sa id t o have come t o Hindustan 
2 
t o se rve Babur. But the f ac t lacks evidence , and the 
p roposa l never m a t e r i a l i s e d . 
After Babur, h i s e l d e s t son Humayun became the 
successor and guardian of t h e h e r i t a g e and c u l t u r e of h i s 
f a the r as wel l as of Amir Timur the ances to r of the dynasty,HevA/ae 
educated under the f o s t e r i n g ca re of t h e learned nobles 
3 
Khwaja Kalan and Shaikh Zainud-Din Khwafi, and a l s o the 
1. Haig i v , pp . 523-24; Muhibb, p . 194. 
2 . I s l amic Cul tu re (Apr i l , 1937), p . 204; J^^ anuuau 
. ' . - - '^-\ o, 23 Haig i v , p . 524; Muhibb, p . 194. 
3 . Ghani i i , p . 5; Asghar, p . 74 mentions only Shaikh 
Zainud-Din Khwafi as the t eacher of Humayun, 
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personal a t ten t ion , of h is father. He knew Turkish, Persian, 
Arabic and something of the Hindi language. He was a cul tured 
prince and always associated himself with poets, scholars , 
h i s to r ians , s c i e n t i s t s and other men of knowledge and^earning 
and extended l i be ra l patronage to them at h i s cour t . As 
indespensable they were t o the monarch and the country, he 
categorised a l l his men and nobles according to the i r a b i l i t y , 
importance and mode of a c t i v i t i e s i n to three c lasses as Ahl-
i-Daulat, Ahl-i-Saadat and Ahl-i-Murady^ Even during h i s 
eventful l i f e in ex i l e , he was accompanied by these men. On 
h is journey back home from the court of Shah Tahmasp of 
Persia also, poets, scholars , s c i e n t i s t s , a r t i s t s and pa in te rs 
accompanied him from Iran and Central Asia, and after h is 
second entry in to Hindustan, found a congenial home at the 
court of Humayun, Historians and biographers have c i t ed a 
long l i s t of these learned men, who flourished a t the court 
of Humayun, and increased ^he glory of the emperor by t he i r 
2 / valuable contributionSv^^- Among them were Mir Shaikh Amanullah 
Panipat i , Sha^h Gadai Dihlawi, Mir Waisi, Shaikh Abdul 
1. Muslim Saqafat, p . 210; . . _ . A.N. i , p . 309. 
2. Ghani i i , p . 35. 
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Bilgrami/ Maulana J a l a l i Hindi, Maulana bin Ashraf a l -Husa in i 
ar-Rustamdari , Maulana Nadir i Samarqandi, Mir Abdul La t i f 
Qazwini>^ Maulana I l i y a s , Maulana Qasim Kahi, Maulana Junxibi, 
Shah Tahir Dakhani, Shaikh Abdul Warjiid Faraghi Shi raz i ,Yusuf 
bin Muhammad Hirawi, Khwala Ayyub, son of Khwaja Barakat/ 
Maulana Muhammad F a z i l Samarqandi, Jauhar Aftabchi , Bayazid, 
Bayat, Maulana Zamiri Bi lgrami . Besides them t h e r e were 
Maulana Tarkhan Mir S id i 'Al l Rais the p a i n t e r and Abdiis 
Samad, t h e c a l l i g r a p h e r and p a i n t e r , who adorned h i s c o u r t . ' ' 
Of these men named above "-^hiyas-ud-Din bin Htomam-ud 
Din known as Khwand Mir was one of the most b r i l l i a n t pe rsons 
of the cour t of Humayun. At f i r s t he l ived in the c o u r t 
of Husain Baiqara and h i s learned min i s t e r Mir Al i Shir Nawai 
of Hera t . After the e x t i n c t i o n of t h e Timurid empire i n Cen t r a l 
Asia, he came t o Agra a t t h e i n v i t a t i o n of Babur, t h e founder 
of t h e Mughal dynasty in Ind ia and en te red h i s s e r v i c e . 
After t h e death of Babur, he en te red t h e s e r v i c e of Humayun, 
and dedicated h i s work "Qanun-i-Humayuni" or "Humayun Nama" 
t o him. The book d e a l s , bes ides t h e r e g u l a t i o n s of Humayun 
with the d e s c r i p t i o n s of t h e bu i ld ings c o n s t r u c t e d by Humayun 
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and t h e methods of h i s c o n t r o l and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . His o ther 
works are Habib-us-Siyar Fi Akhbar-i-Afrad a l -Bashar , 
Takmi la- i -Rauza t -us-Safa , Khulasat-ul -Akhbar , Akhbar-ul -
Akhiyar, Ma 'as i r -u l -Mulk , Dastur-ul-Wazara,Makarim-ul 
Akhlaq, Muntakhab-i-Tarikh-i-Wassaf . Shaikh Atnanullah 
P a n i p a t i was a poe t , and a l s o a s u f i and theo log ian of the 
cour t of Humayun, Shaikh Gadai Dihlawi was one of the g r e a t -
e s t poe t s and s c h o l a r s of t h e cour t of Humayun and a f t e r h i s 
dea th , he r e p a i r e d t o t h e cour t of Akbar a t t h e i n v i t a t i o n of 
Bairam Khan. He i s the f i r s t no tab le example of Humayun's r e ign 
2 
t o combine the knowledge of Arabic and Pers ian with Hind i . 
Shaikh Abdul Wahid Bilgrami was a Hind i -Pe r s i an poet and s c h o l a r . 
His ch ie f works a re , a comrtientary on t h e "Nazhat-ul-Arwah", 
a work on sufism and "Sanabi l" , a t r e a t i s e on t h e t e c h n i c a l 
terms of sufism, Maulana J a l a l i Hindi was a l y r i c poe t as 
4 
wel l as an enigma w r i t e r both in Hindi and P e r i i a n . Muhammad 
bin Ashraf a l -Husa in i ar-Rustamdari f l o u r i s h e d in t h e r e i g n 
of Babur and Humayun. He was a s tuden t of n a t u r a l s c i e n c e s 
and wrote h i s work **Jawhir-Namai-Hximayuni"\ which was 
1. Ghani i , p . 39. 
2. I b i d . , p . 40 . 
3 . I b i d . , p . 43 . 
4 . I b i d . , p . 44. 
5 . I b i d . , p . 45 ; Asghar, p . 85. 
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dedicated to both the father and the son. Maulana Nadiri 
Samarqandi, a learned scholar of Arabic and Persian, composed 
all l<inds of verses in Persian, Mir Abdul Latif, the brother 
of famous historian Alaud- Daulah Qazwini was highly interested 
in history and was appointed the tutor of the young prince 
2 
Akbar, after Mullah Pir Muhammad, Maulana Iliyas was well-
3 
versed in Mathematics and astronomy, Maulana Qasim Kahi 
was a favourite poet of Humayun whose poemsthe emperor himself 
had improved. Shah Tahir Dakhani combined the knowledge of 
4 
astronomy with Poetry. Yusiif bin Muhammad Hirawi was the 
personal physician and also a Mxonshi to both Babur and 
Humayun, He was the author of several works of diverse 
utility and natiare including poetry, medicine and epistolary 
as g 
writings, and wrote his pen-name/"Yusufi", He is the author 
of the "Riyaz-ul-Insha", a medical work, "Jami-ul-nT awaid", 
on general medicine, "Qasaid Fi Hifz-i-Sihat", a poem on the 
principle of hygiene , aiW "Badai al-Insha" on the epistolary 
1. Ghani ii, p. 47; Badauni iii, p, 472. 
2. Ibid,, p. 51; Ibid,, p, 466. 
3. Ibid,, p. 53; Ibid,, p, 131. 
4. Ibid,, p, 66; Ibid., p. 483. 
5. Ibid., p, 73. 
6. Ibid, 
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a r t . Khwaja Ayyub, the son of Khwaja Abu Barakat , t he 
famous poet and scho la r under Babur and Humayun both, was 
a poet who wrote a l l k inds of v e r s e s , Maulana Muhammad F a z i l 
bin Ali bin Muhammad a l -Misk ln i a l -Qazi as-Samarqandi, a 
man of cons ide rab le l ea rn ing who remained unnot iced by the 
Mughal h i s t o r i a n s , was the author of a d i s t i n g u i s h e d Pe r s i an 
work e n t i t l e d "Jawahir-ul-Ulum" (or "Pea r l s of S c i e n c e s " ) , 
2 
t r e a t i n g of one hundred and twenty d i f f e r e n t s u b j e c t s . Jawahar, 
the ewer bearer of Humayun was a l l along with t h e emperor 
dur ing the days of h i s e x i l e , A man of o rd ina ry e d u c a t i o n a l 
he 
background^wrote h i s "Tazk i ra t -u l -Waqia t " (of Humayun) which 
i s of g r e a t h i s t o r i c a l impor tance . I t p rovides a u t h e n t i c 
events of Humayun's l i f e i n e x i l e . Like Jawahar,''-'Baya2id was 
a l s o a r e t i n u e who acconpanied Humayun dur ing the days of h i s 
f l i g h t from Ind i a , and l a t e r he wrote h i s v a l u a b l e work Tar ikh -
H i-^umayuni" a t Akbar 's o rde r . The work i s of utmost importance 
as i t c o n t a i n s in format ions about the s c h o l a r s and n o t a b l e 
o f f i c e r s who accompanied Humayun from P e r s i a , Kabul and o ther 
4 
c o u n t r i e s on h i s way back t o Indian Shaikh Nizam, known as 
1. Ghani i i , p , 74. 
2 . I b i d . , p , 78. 
3 . I b i d . , pp . 78-100. 
4 . I b i d . , pp . 103-104. 
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Maulana Zamiri BUgrami i s sa id t o have been an e x c e l l e n t 
poe t of Humayun's c o u r t . He wrote s e v e r a l masnawis and 
g a s i d a s , some of which he dedica ted t o t h e emperor. He wrote 
in the r e i g n of Akbar, t he v e r s i f i e d t r a n s l a t i o n of t h e 
famouB Hindi worK, "Sanghashan B a t t i s i " by h i s command. But 
the work was l e f t unf in ished due t o h i s dea th . Besides the 
above, an unknown poet , t h e author of an ep ic e n t i t l e d 
2 
"Humayion Namah" was pa t ron i s ed by Humayun. His work i s , 
perhaps , the f i r s t of i t s kind as the author has i m i t a t e d 
Shahnama, the g r e a t ep ic of F i r d a u s i . 
Not only the Pers ian l i t e r a t u r e rece ived favour of 
Humayun, but Urdu language a l s o got f u l l sijpport frcxn t h e 
emperor. Gradual ly Urdu of Hindi words were used by w r i t e r s , 
The number of Hind i -Pers ian poe ts i n c r e a s e d . Some poe t s 
under Humayun wrote poems both in Hindi and P e r s i a n . Their 
hybr id composit ion found favour with gen t ry , and on s e v e r a l 
E 3 
occas ions were stmg before t h e ^^toperor, and t h e a l r eady 
1, Ghani i i , pp . 105-07. 
2, I b i d , , p , 109. 
3 , I b i d . , pp . 117-18. 
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existing relation between Hindi and Persian was drawn closer. 
Both the Hindus and Muslims began gave up prejudices, and 
jointly cultivated these languages and their literature. 
Actually the foundations of unity and friendliness were laidby 
these efforts, 
Humayun was not only a patron of literary men but he 
was also a lover of learning and literature himself. He knew 
Turkish, Persian, Arabic and Hindi, and was well versed in 
poetry, history, geography, mathematics, astronomy, calli-
graphy, painting, music and architecture. Historian Badauni 
says: 
te .< , 5» 
As a poet he held high position amongst his contemporaries, 
and in poetry, he was the leader of others. In Turkish, his 
2 
mother tongue, h i s verses are few^as Prof. Ghani c i t e s the 
examples:- ^ ^ , ^LL^, J'c^> JT^^ J^, ^ ^ " 
- 4 jL Lr ^j^ ji^j ^\s.^j..^^ 
1. Badauni, M.T, i, p. 467; Asghar, p. 74, 
2. Ghani ii, p. 6. 
t5 
an 
It seems that he had/ .aversion to Turkish/ and his other 
works in that language comprise a few of the Letters that 
he wrote to his father. 
In Persian, as a poet he held a high position, and gave, 
2 
suggestions to improve the poems of his conten^joraries. He 
fKt. fot^-ry af 
was conversant with/great masters of Persian verses like Nizami, 
Amir Khusrau of Delhi, Khwaja Hafiz Shirazi, Azari, and also 
with almost all the varieties of Persian verses. He had a diwan 
which contains almost all the varieties like ghazal, rubai • 
4 
masnawi, etc. The chief feature of his style is the clearness 
of expression which pervades through all his writings, and his 
selection of words is very appropriate. 
He had a good knowledge of history. He was conversant 
with the Muslim periods of various countries like India, Central 
1. Ghani ii, p. 6, 
2. I b i d . , pp . 24-25; Humayun improved the poems of Mulla 
H a i r a t i a Trans-Caspian poet and Jahiyatmiyan of Bukhara, 
both of whom were no tab le poe t s t o en t e r s e r v i c e of 
Humayun. 
3. Ibid., p. 22. 
4. - ,_• A.N. i, p. 367; Bazm i, p. 35; Asghar, p. 75, 
says that the Diwan of Humayun, referred by Abul Fazl was 
made known for a time by Prof Sayyid Hasan Askari but not 
yet published that great masterpiece of the emperor. 
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Asia, Iran, Iraq and Arabia. He could learn about various 
conditions of the people of these countries, specially of 
the Muslims, and their political, social, economic and 
cultural conditions during different epochs. 
He had a taste for geography, and he got globes const-
2 
ructed for his own use. 
He was inclined to sufistic beliefs and renunciation 
in his advanced years. He used to Jceep himself attached to 
the devout, and had an aversion to this material world. He 
frequently visited the tombs of saints, associated himself 
with the leading sufis of the time, and took auguries from 
the diwan of Hafiz on important matters of state, and domestic 
and personal affairs. His pessimistic views can be drawn from 
his own words. The following rubai of Humayun bears testimony 
to his sufistic ideas:-
y 
He was influenced .by sufism in such a way that he willfully 
surrendered himself to sufistic dicta, endeavoured to tread 
1. Ghani ii, pp. 28-29. 
2, Ibid,, p. 29; A.N.i, p, 361; Muslim Saqafat, p.212; 
Firishta ii, pp. 80-81, 
3, A.N,i, (Mahraja Patiala Edn, Lucknow), p. 435; 
Ghani ii, pp, 185-86. 
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izT the path of spiritual solace^ and viewed this world and 
its affairs with the detachment of a recluse. Even like an 
ascetic, he occasionally, abstained himself from meat-eating 
also, and lived on vegetables in the hope of attaining to 
the purity of the soul and its secret link with the spirits 
2 
of the saints. 
He was highly in te res ted in science and was well-versed 
in mathematics and astronomy. He was always associated with 
mathematicians and distinguished s c i e n t i s t s of the time, and 
3 discussed with them the d i f f i cu l t problems of sciences. He 
studied mathematics and astronomy, while s t i l l young, with 
Shaikh Abul Qasim Astrabdi, Mulla Nuruddin and the celebrated 
astronomer Maulana I l i y a s . In mathematics and astronomy he 
had no peer amongst h is contemporaries. The author of 
• i -abaqat- i -Akbari says:-
" >^^>^.CS*.L2^kj ^ J > y> 
5 
Abul Fazl regards his genius thus: 
" CL^\<^ ^^-.^^ ^ j i ^ ^ > (J^J, j> ^ \ . ) ^^^^\ j> 
1. A.N. i, (Maharaja Patiala Edn. Lucknow), p. 422; 
Ghani ii, p.187. 
2. Ibid., p. 409; Ibid., p, 188. 
3. Ghani i i , p . 23; F i r i sh t a i , p . 459 ( ) ; 
A,N,I, p . 367. 
4. Nizarp-iid-Dln/n.^ P. V74 ; Asshar-j P.74, 
5. A . N . i , P. 3 6 7 ; A s g h a r , P. 7-1 . 
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With a keen knowledge of science he could invent 
many things which place him high above h is successors in 
Hindustan, He had a Khargah, (a ient) bu i l t according to the 
zodical signs of the sky, dividj<«g in to twelve audiance 
ha l l s each of which was named after one of the cons te l l a t ion 
of s t a r s . The furni ture and painting of theise halls^ a lso 
the dresses of the servants, -BV^r-ything had got an emb^lfiiatic 
symbol of the planets,He also invented a carpet known as 
"Basat-i-Nishat" (Pleasure Carpet) having nine astromical 
c i r c l e s , marked on i t . Each c i r c l e was named after a p a r t i -
cular s ta r and was assigned to h is cour t i e r s according to 
3 J- ^ 
t he i r marks. Another invention was the innovation of a dress 
for every day of the week. To thedress of each day was specified 
a colour a t t r ibu ted to the |)lanet, which i s the patron of 
£ 
tha t day, The^hperor used to dress himself in tha t colour 
4 / 
specif ied for a pa r t i cu la r day. He a lso invented ^ e 
1, A»ui, «:«*»* A,N. i , p , 367 ; Asghar , p , 7 4 . 
2, Ib id , , p . 361; ^hani i i , p , 30, 
3 , Ib id . ; Ib id , , p , 31, 
4, I b i d . i Ib id . , p , 33, 
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"Tabl-i-'Adl"^ (The Drum of justice) so that people of 
every rank could approach it, and draw royal attention by 
beating the drum placed in an outside corridor of the 
palace. This royal drum of justice invented by Humayun was 
used by his grandson Jahangir during his reign. 
Humayun also made preparation to build an observatory* 
and necessary apparatus/and the site were also selected. But 
unfortunately this great task was left \in accompli shed due to 
his sudden death. 
^i^Tlhis taste which he acquired was evidently the 
influence of Hindu astrology, and this blending of Hindu and 
Persian astrology took place for the first time under the 
patronage of a Mughal emperor i.e. Humayun, in Hindustan, 
^ike the Pandits, Humayun believed in the efficacy of stars 
and their potentiality in producing good or bad results. 
2 
1. ' ••J l '• •'^.'. A.N. i (Maharaja P a t i a l a Edn.Lucknow), p p . 434-35; 
Ghani i i , pp . 93-94. 
2 . Ghani i i , p . 34. 
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As a consequence of t h i s he ^^^kdT r e g u l a t e d a l l o c a t i o n s 
according t o the SAapposed in f luence of the twelve zodiacs 
and seven p l a n e t s . His as t ronomica l r e sea r ches had been s e t 
up with the he lp of J^ie Turkish admiral who was pe rmi t t ed 
t o leave Hindustan only a f t e r t he work was ccarpleted. 
Humayxon had a deep love for c a l l i g r a p h y and p a i n t i n g , 
and t o him'must go the c r e d i t of founding the Mughal school 
of p a i n t i n g . He l e a r n t t h e s e from Mir S id i Ali Ra i s , the 
famous a r t i s t of Tabr iz and Khwaja Abdus Samad of Sh i raz the 
c a l l i g r a p h e r and a r t i s t , both of whom accompanied him from 
2 Tabr iz t o Kabul, Humayun himself had t r a n s c r i b e d t h e "waqiat-
i -Babur" , the autobiography of h i s f a t h e r from i t s beginning 
3 
t o the end. At the t ime of h i s conquest of Hindustan for the 
second t ime, he e n t r u s t e d the g r e a t t ask of i l l u s t r a t i n g a 
very voluminous work "The Daatan-i-Amir Hamza", c o n t a i n i n g 
twelve hundred pages (of the s i z e 27^4" x 22") , with min i a tu re 
a r* t o Mir S id i Al i Rais who according t o Majid Sa l i k , might 
4 have been helped by Abd-us-Samad and o ther a r t i s t s of .the 
1. Ghani i i , p . 34, 
2 . Muslim Saqafa t , p p . 386-87. 
3 . Ghani i i , p . 28. 
4 . Muslim Saqafat , p , 387, 
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time. But unfortunately the task could not be completed as 
he died soon after the second entry into the country. 
Humayxin also like his father Babur, was a great builder 
and maker of gardens. He also tried to follow the ttaditions 
of his ancestors by constructing buildings, palaces, mosques, 
tombs and other edifices. But time did not permit him to embark 
on his scheme wholly during his eventful life. Yet within the 
first ten years of his intermittent rule he undertook the 
task of founding a new capital city "Din Panah" at Delhi. The 
new capital contained palaces and buildings amongst which he 
constructed a seven storeyed mansion surrounded by delightful 
gardens and beautiful orchards. Each of the seven storeys 
was named after one of the seven stars. Everyday, the emperor 
used to see his nobles and courtiers and relatives on a 
particular storey which was fixed for that day. But unfortu-
nately the magnificient city was devasted by Sher Shah after 
hjs victory over Huraayun, and the tj aces of it can hardly be 
2 
seen from amongst the ruins of Old Delhi. Two mosques 
remain of those built during the reign of Hxamayun^  one in '•> 
V 
1. Muslim Saqafat, p. 372. 
2. Haig iv, p. 525. 
iz 
ruinuous condition at Agra, and the other at Fathabad, 
Hissar. They indicate the method of buildings invogue 
at this period and show no original feature. It is probable 
It 9' k 
t ha t the c i t y of Din Panah ^as the simple unassuming 
charac ter . His contacts with the Safavid cul ture are 
not iceable in many of the Mughal bui ld ings . Humayun's 
i n t e r e s t in laying out garden was a d i rec t outcome of 
2 
h i s ancest ra l baclsground. He made ce r ta in innovations 
a lso^l ike a garden on board on the Jumna. He could have 
b u i l t more buildings and made many gardens had h i s l i f e 
not been cut short by an accidental death immediately 
after h is second entry in to Hindustan after a Ipn^ f i f teen 
year ^ e x i l e . 
1. Haig iv, p . 525. 
2. Muslim Saqafat. 
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Sher Shah, after defeating Humayun established the 
Sur dynasty which ruled for 15 years. Sher Shah was also 
a cultured man educated at Jaunpur at an early age.He knew 
Arabic, Persian and Hindi, and developed a good taste for 
history and literature. He was conversant with the Arabic 
grammer upto Kafriya and the works of the great Persian 
poets like Nizami and Sa'di. He took delight in the company 
3 
of poets, scholars, sufis and learned men. He attached 
great importance to educational merit in all public services, 
4 
and patronised students of Arabic and Persian, In h is o f f i c i a l 
and pr iva te l i f e , poets and scholars were attached to him 
and held discussions on l i t e r a r y subjec ts . He par t i c ipa ted 
in these discussions and took his meals with the 
scholars who were present . 1'he author of Tarikh-i-Daudi 
says: 
1. ^hani i i , p , 122; Badauni i , p . 357. 
2. I b i d . ; Ib id . 
3. I b i d . ; Ib id . 
4. Ib id . , p . 123; Tarikh-i-Daudi, (MS. B.M. Or. 197, f, 
77a as in Ghani i i , p . 123). 
5. Ib id . 
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Sher Shah patronised, both Persian and Hindi literature. 
Both Persian and Hindi poets flourished under his patronage 
and favour. Chief Hindi and Persian poets of/court/ were 
Malik Huhammad Jaisi and Shaikh Abdul Hai, son of Shaikh 
Jamali Kambuh respectively. Malik Mohammad Jaisi was the 
most brilliant personality of the court of Sher Shah, He 
combined the Sanskrit and Persian scholarship with poetic 
attainments, and was regarded as a sufi. He praised his 
master Sher Shah in his memorable Hindi poem "Padmawati" 
2 
which was a notable undertaking by a Muslim, It was written 
in A.H. 947 in terse Hindi language occassionally mixed with 
easy Hindi and Persian words. The most curious thing was that 
he adopted Persian character for his text, an event of epoch 
making significance in the history of Hindi-Bersian literatvire 
in Hindustan. He was one of the three great Muslim poets of 
3 
Hindi who flourished in India in the 16th century A.D., and 
helped towards the formation and growth of modern Urdu the 
lingua franca of India and establishing national integration 
4 
thereby. 
1. Ghani ii, p. 126. 
2. Ibid., p. 130. 
3, Ibid,, p, 132 the other two poets being Kabir in the 
reign of Sultan Sikandar Lodi, and Rahim in the reign 
of Akbar, 
4. Ibid., p, 132. 
15 
Sher Shah not only patronised poets^ scholars and other 
men of a b i l i t y and knowledge, bcrtalso had a t a s t e tor poetry^ 
and composed verses both in Persian and Hindi under the pen-
name of "Farid". The following verse inscribed in h i s seal 
2 
was his own ccroposition (verse) ;-
3 
The following quatrains are also a t t r ibu ted t o him:— ^ 
* 
In h i s compositions he followed the current Indian s ty le 
which was on the l ine of flowery Persian according to the 
4 following l ine : , »^  
As in l i t e r a t u r e and cul ture Sher Shah was equally 
in te res ted in the a r t of building. I t can be assumed that 
l i t t l e encouragement t o the a rchi tec ture was possible during 
the f i r s t ten years of Humayun's in te rmi t t en t r u l e ^ s t i l l the 
Sayyid-Afghan s t y l e continued in the neighbourhood of Delhi. 
But the Sayyid Afghan s ty le was more su i t ab le for the tombs 
1. Ghani i i , p . 125. 
2. Ib id . , p . 126; Tarikh-i-Daudi, (B.M. Ms Or. 197, 
f. 77a). 
3 . Ib id . , p . 126. 
4. I b i d . , Tarikh-i-Daudi, (B.M. Ms. Or. 197, f. 77a). 
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than any other purpose as marked by several mausoleums built 
near Delhi about this time. Though, it was approaching its 
logical conclusion at Delhi it received full support from the 
Sur-Afghans at Sasaram in ^ihar and in Shahabad districts,But 
the style still existing was developed and modified by the 
cultural genuis of Sher Shah Sur. The developed Sayyid Afghan 
style is marked in the tombs of Hasan Khan, Sher Shah/ and 
Islam Shah of the Sur dynasty at Sasaram, and also in the five 
tombs in Shahabad district. 
Under the patronage of Sher Shah the building art revived 
in the capital of Delhi. During his short rule, Sher Shah 
initiated a form of architectiore which was not of a high 
character in itself, but was destined to affect considerably 
the style that followed. No doubt that he destructed the 
auspicious city of Dinpanah founded by Humayun few years back, 
but he began to build in its place on the site of Indraprasth, 
a new capital surroxinded by walls. Unfortunately owing t& 
his immediate death, the city was never completed. Only two 
gateways remain of it. But the citadel known as "Purana 
Qila" is still intact, and its wall and gateways together 
with one building in its interior form an important landmark 
1. Haig iv, p. 527. 
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in the a rch i t ec tu ra l development of the period. The mosque 
"The Qila-i-Kuhna Masjid" s ign i f i e s the archi tec t i i ra l develop-
ment of i t s ]<ind. I t i s a s t ruc tu re of admirable a r ch i t ec tu ra l 
q u a l i t i e s . This mosque was evidently the chapel Royal of Sher 
Shah, and the perfect ion of i t s pa r t s may be due to h is personal 
supervision. I t has no c l o i s t e r s , although there i s a courtyard 
infront with an octagonal tank in i t s centre , and at the side 
i s a doorway to serve as the royal p r iva te entrance. The mosque 
i s not fcong, occqpying a rectangle 168' feet by 44^ 5* feet and 
i t s height i s 66* f ee t . There i s a handsome s t a i r t u r r e t a t 
each of i t s rear corners, with o r i e l windows on the bracket 
a t i n t e r v a l s . All these features have been careful ly disposed 
but the chief beauty of the bxiilading l i e s in the arrangement 
of the faceds. 
CHAPTER - III 
Persian Prose Literature produced 
in the reigns of Babur and Humayun 
PERSIAN PROSE LITERATURE PRODUCED IN THE REIGNS OF BABUR 
AND HUMAYUN 
The period of the reigns of Babtir (A.H. 932/A,D. 1526 
A.H. 936/A.D. 1530) and Humayun (A.H. 937/A.D. 1530 
947/A.D. 1540 and A.H. 962/A.D. 1555 - A.H. 963/A.D. 1556) 
can be regarded as an important period of the development 
of Indo-Persian literature, both prose and poetry which 
reached its culmination in the reign of Akbar, the Great 
Mughal emperor of Hindustan. It was a period as iy generally 
marked, of the overall development of Persian poetry, but 
the development of Persian prose apBr6 was also remarkable. 
Even poets of profession are seen to have produced their 
master pieces in Persian prose. Babur and Humayun both the 
father and the son were cultured men like all other Timurid 
rulers of Persia and Central Asia, They were highly interes-
ted in learning and literatxore. Both were poets and scholars 
and patronised liberally scholars, poets, historians, 
philosophers, learned men and scientists at their courts. 
They extended welcome to men of learning and knowledge and 
provided them with all possible facilities for their studies 
and practice of their particular art. Literary men, poets, 
and scientists from far and near came to their courts. Even 
scholars, authors and historians from Herat, Khurasan, 
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C e n t r a l Asia and other p a r t s of the I s lamic world came t o 
Agra and f lou r i shed under t h e i r p a t r o n a g e . 
Learned men l i k e Shaikh Zain, Maulana Shihab-ud-Din 
Mu'amai, Mir Jaraal-ud-Din, Abul Waj-d, Maulana Ali Jan, Maulana 
All Khan> Tardi Beg Khaksar, Maulana Shams-ud»Din Farghar i 
and other f lou r i shed a t the cour t of Babur. Most of them 
made t h e i r way t o Agra a f t e r the f a l l of the Timurids of 
Herat and Cen t r a l As ia . Thus we f ind the h i s t o r i a n Khwandamir 
Shihab-ud-Din Mu'amai, Ibrahim Uanuni and o the r s enjoying 
2 
favours of Babur at Agra, These meni besides poetry, wrote 
Persian prose. Persian prose literature in India began to 
develop enormously. Emperor Babur himself wrote his memoirs, 
the Waqi'at in his native Chaghtai Turkish in a simple, 
easy and lucid language and in an unaffected and pure style. 
It is of great historical, political, social and cultural 
value for the study of Medieval India. Persian prose works 
produced in the reign of Babur are very few, because Babur's 
rule was very short and some of the works were completed 
only in the reign of Humayun. 
1. Bazm i, p. 29. 
2. Firishta i, (text Nawal Kishore), p. 210. 
so 
Humayun's reign was full of events and misfortu-
nes. He had to suffer dethro-nement and spend'his life 
for about ten years in exile and as a fugitive under 
Shah Tahmasp of Persia. He regained his lost empire with 
the help of the Persian monarch his but life was cut short 
by sudden death within one year of his second entry into 
Hindustan. However, Humayun like his father Babur was 
a lover of learning, literature and science. He had 
great liking for the Persian language and literatxore. 
Himself a poet of fame in Persian, patronised poets, 
scholars, historians and learned men at his court. 
During the course of his wanderings and fugitive life 
he had visited many places (^ Persia and Central Asia 
and he came into direct contact with the literary men 
of those places. He brought with him to India a number 
of learned men, who exercised their talents under his 
patronage. When political and religiou'=' disturbances 
prevailed in Persia, a large number of authors, scholars 
and writers of renown made their direct way to Hindustan 
to the court of Agra, Scholars and learned men like 
Khwandanir,Ibrahim Jarir, Maulana Yaqub Yusufi, Maulana 
Ashraf al-Husaini, Maulana Muhammad bin 'Ali al-Samarqandi 
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Mir Abdul Latlf Qazwini, Maulana Jalali and many others 
flourished in the court of Humayun, Besides poetry they 
wrote refined Persian prose. Prose worXs in Persian in 
different-branches of literature were produced. As Humayun's 
life after his second entry into India was very short most 
of the scholars continued to write under Akbar's patronage. 
I^ e number of Persian prose works produced under the reign 
of Hxjmayun is larger than that of Babur, -^ 
So far as the style of prose literature is concerned 
the period of Babur and Humayun witnesses at the same time, 
simple, ornate, and florid styles of prose writing. We can 
safely say that the style differed from author to author. 
Arabic words and phrases were vised but original Hindi and 
Turkish words were also found though very rarely. Traces 
of Persian literature influencing the Hindi literature and 
vice versa can be noticed. The simple, unaffected and natural 
style also existed in this period. 
The prose works produced in the reigns of Babur and 
Humayun can be categorised according to the natxire of their 
subjects as follows: 
8Z 
1. History 
2. Biography and autobiography 
3. Insha writing 
4. Medicine 
5. Lexicography 
6. Philosophy, religion and ethics 
7. kVorks dealing with scientific subjects and 
miscellaneous works. 
Before making an assessment of the Persian prose 
works written in the reigns of Babur and Humayun, it would 
be justified to give a brief mention of Babur's memoirs q/f 
his own autobiography, Babur's memoirs or his own autobio-
graphy^ is variously known as the Waqi*at-i-Babtu:i, Tuzuk-
ff (6 f) ft y «r^  -'^  
i-Baburi, Babur Nama, Waqa-i-Baburi, Waqa-Nama-i-Baburi. 
But according to Mrs. Begeridge of all the names the 
Waqi-'at-i-Baburi for the Turkish text and the Babur Nama 
for the Persian translation of the work will be proper. 
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The Waql 'at-l~Baburl^ the memoirs or the autobiography 
of BabUT/ the first Mughal Emperor of Hindustan is a 
great masterpiece of prose literature produced by the 
royal author himself. It was originally written in 
Chaghtay Turkish, but it deserves mention as it is a 
very important source of information of his period. It 
contains account of Babur's life and times, adventure 
and attainments, virtues and failings. It contains the 
fascinating record of his enlightening view and observa-
tions. It is a repertory of information about men and 
matters, manners and customs, irrigational methods, 
production and exact geographical positions of places 
and countries and their flora and fauna, the author had 
visited and brought under his rule. Unfortunately the 
memoirs contain numerous gaps and the accounts of only 
eighteen years have survived. However, they can be filled 
up from the contemporary sources, ' ^ 
From the contents of the Waqi*at-i-Baburi, we can 
judge the charming character and personality of Babur. In 
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his memoirs Babur appears before us not only as a soldier 
as 
of renown or an unweary adventurer but also/a man of highly 
developed aesthetica1 sense. He loved art and poetry and 
gave liberal patronage for iir^  development. He was an estab-
lished prose writer, a calligraphist, a musician and a 
painter. His autobiography, the Waqi'af^ 'is a great master-
piece of prose literature and earns the name of a worldwide 
celebrity for him. It is the monument of his great literary 
genius and excellence. He wrote it in a simple and chaste 
language, I^ s style is natxiral and pure. The discription is 
vivid and colourful. The simple and chaste language, and 
I 
the natural and pure style have made the Waqi'ata best 
example , not only of Chaghatay Turkish prose but also of 
the prose literature in general. The author has mentioned 
every fact and every event truthfully and with frankness 
and clarity. Even the minutest events and unpalatable facts 
also have not been glossed over. From this point of view, 
the reliability and authenticity of the work have become 
much more for our historical, cultural, political and 
and literary studies. 
1. Babur's memoirs* were translated in fine literary Persian 
during the. reign of Akbar; the details are provided in 
the IV Chapter of the Dissertation. 
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The "Tabaqat-i-Baburl" of Shaikh Zain or Zain-ud Din "Wafai" 
Khwafi may be cal led the only prose works in Persian wri t ten 
during the reign of Emperor Babur. I t i s the h i s t o r i c a l 
account of the f i f th and las t invasion of Babur. Actually 
t h i s par t i s a t r ans la t ion of Tuzuk-i-Babxiri, made during 
the l i f e time of Babur himself. 
The author Shaikh Zain Wafai Khwafi was the grandson 
of h i s namesake. He was one of the learned men and s a i n t l y 
persons of h i s time. He had considerable knowledge of the 
contemporary learning. He was well-versed in the f ie ld of 
enigma/ h is tory , extemporaneous speech and vers i f i ca t ion 
of a l l forms and prose and had no peers among h i s contem-
pora r i e s . He was a great admirer of Babur and wrote 
eulogies in his p r a i s e . He held the office of Sadr of Delhi 
in the reign of Babur. He died in the environs of Chunar 
in A.H. 940, three years af ter the death of Babur and was 
bur/ ied a t Agra at the Madrasa b u i l t by himself.^ 
Shaikh Zain was the author of the Fath Namas (or 
Victory l e t t e r s ) and other communications despatched to Kabul, 
1. Badauni i ( text) p . 341. Tabaqat-i-Baburi has been 
t rans la ted by Syed Hasan 'Askari from the MS. in 
Khudabaksh Library, Patna and published by Ida r ah - i -
Delhi in 1982. 
8G 
These were written in Persian ina"highly^florid and ornate 
and verbose style. They are incorporated by Babur in his 
Waqi'at. 
The present work, the Tabaqat-i-Baburi is the Persian 
translation from the original Turkish memoirs of Babur. It 
contains the historical narratives of the events related to 
the fifth and last invasion of Babur xs^ to the end of his 
reign (i.e. from A.H. 931 to A.H. 937) and the establishment 
of the Timurid dynasty in Hindustan including the narrative 
of the events of Babur's Indian life such as the defeat of 
the Indian Afghans in the battle of Panipat and his victory 
over the Rajputs in the battle of Khanua. The narrative 
starts chronologically without any preface or introductory 
statements in accord with the original text. Yet there are 
some omissions and commissions of a'uthor • s personal observations, 
e< y <* . 
Although the Tabaqat-i-Baburi i s based on the Waqi a t -
- i-Baburi i t contains mo^ r e l i a b l e and authentic mater ial 
for our h i s t o r i c a l study. Shaikh Zain Wafai was the Sadr of 
Delhi and was/constant and intimate companion of Emperor 
Babur .So h • was well-acquainted with his views and his recorded 
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observations are authent ic . He has recorded the fac ts and 
events of which he was an eye witneas. He also made some 
supplements based on his personal observations. But the 
most s igni f icant po in t^ i s tha t i t was writ ten about 
Babur during h is l i f e time, so i t supplies us with r e l i a b l e 
material for the h i s to ry of Babur's l i f e in India , 
The author of the Tabaqat-i-Baburi was a scholar 
and a master of elegant prose and p o e t / i c a l s t y l e . He was a 
writer of highly ornate, r he to r i ca l and pompous prose 
over-ridden so much with metrical composition as t o make 
his writings a tedious reading. Shaikh Zain has reproduced 
tha t portion of Babur's memoirs which deals with India in 
an exaggerated and ornate s ty le and has added a large number 
of h is own verses, which reduces^the u t i l i t y of the work. 
The "Tarikh-1-Rashidi" of Mirza Muhammad Haider Dughlat i s 
one of the Persian prose works prodiiced during the period of 
Humayun (A.H. 937/1580 - A.H. 963/A.D. 1556). I t i s a h i s to ry 
1. Translated by E, Dennison Ross, London, 1898. 
S3 
of the MughQls of Central Asia completed in A.H. 953 in 
Kashmir by the author. 
The author Mirza Muhammad Haider Dughlat, the eldest 
son of Muhammad Husain Dughlat and Khub Nigar Khanum, a 
maternal aunt of Babur^  was born inTashkend in A.H. 905. His 
father was killed by the Uzbek invaders in A.H. 914. Then he 
went to Kabul at the invitation of Babur in A.H. 915. He was 
a renowned soldier and participated, in the battle near 
Hissar in A.H. 917 on behalf- of Babur and showed his valour 
in fighting^remaining side by side with Babur in the battle. 
In A.H. 920 by permission of Babur he went to Kashghar to 
his cousin Abul Fath Sultan Sayyid Khan and lived under his 
patronage. He participated with his patron in some of the 
victorious battles against BadakhS)han, Ladakh, Kashmir and 
Tibet. But unfortunately, Sayyid Khan died in a battle in 
Tibet in A.H. 929 and after his death Haider was the target 
of;Abul Muzaffar Khan'jf tho now rutor^ s wrath. Having suffered 
many hardships under Abul Muzaffar Khan, Haider finally 
left for India and entered the service of Kamran Mirza, the 
second son of Babur, in Lahore. He was sent with the command 
of an army by Kamran to conquer Qandahar in A.H, 943 from 
which Haider returned with success. Then he jqined the service 
S9 
of Emper(br Humayun in A.H, 946 and took part with him in the 
battle of Chausa and Uanauj in which the emperor was inglori-
ous ly defeated and dethroned. Humayun made his flight to 
Lahore and ^ried to recover his lost empire and sent Haider 
with the command of a small army to conquer Kashmir. Due to 
the disloyalty and treachery of his younger brothers in his 
exile Humayun could not recover his territories and finally 
took shelter with Shah Tahmasp of Persia. Haider, by this time 
conquered Kashmir and established his rule in the name of 
alongwith 
Humayun till he was killed/ his wife and children while asleep 
by a party of Kashmiri rebels in A.H. 959, 
Haider was without doubt a good warior. But he was 
also a scholar, historian, poet, calligrapher, artist and 
painter. Besides his history in Persian he also wrote in 
Turkish the Jahan Nama^a geographical work and a diwan. 
The*^arikh-i-Rashidi''of Mirza Haider Dughlat is a 
history of Central Asia containing the accounts of the Mughals 
Khans and the amirs of Kashghar. It is divided into two books 
1. B.N. (tr.) p. 22; Khan Khanan (MS) f. 9(b). 
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cal led ' d a f t a r ' . The f i r s t ' d a f t a r ' contains the h i s t o r i c a l 
account of the two chief and contemporary dynast ies of the 
Mughal Khans and the amirs of Kashghar with a short account 
of 2ahir-ud-Din Muhammad Babur, The second daftar i s l ike an 
autobiography and contains the account of the eventful l i f e 
of the author in Central Asia, Afghanistan and India . 
The work seems to have been based on the Zafar Nama 
Of al-Yezdi, the Waqia t-i-Baburi^remniscences of the 
author himself and some oral information col lected from the 
older people of h is time, 
^ e Tarikh-i-Rashidi i s one of the most valuable 
and authentic book so far as the h is tory of Central 
Asia and India i s concerned. The f i r s t 'daftar* contain-
ing the h i s tory of Central Asia f i l l s up the lacunae in 
the Waqi a t - i -Babur i , I t a lso supplies correc t information 
about some events mentioned in the Waqi'at-i-Baburi which 
help us form a correct view. I t also gives us correc t in for -
mation about Babur in Central Asia, The second daftar contains 
besides the account of the author ' s own l i f e , the account of 
Humayun, his defeat and dethronement, h i s ex i l e , the rule of 
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Sher Shah and his death. These form the si;5)plement to the 
Waqi'at-i-Baburl, and maintain the continuity of Indian history. 
The real value lies in the fact that it is the account of the 
author who himself was an eye witness during some of the 
events. 
From the literary point of view the style of the Tarikh-
-i-Rashid( is very simple and straight forward, it is written 
in plain and unornamented Persian prose. The language of the 
work is easy and comprehensive and free from all sorts of 
literary difficulties. The dietion, is direct and forceful. 
Literary embellishments like similies, metaphors, allusions, 
rarely 
and figures of speech are/ employed. In a word it is free 
from the traditionational extravagancy and highly ornamented 
style of history-writing. Due to its simple and unaffected 
CI, ,y 
style it can be called a reverse of the Tarikh-i-Wassaf which 
was wirtten in a highly ornamented, florid and artificial 
style.^ 
2 
The "Qanun-i-Huroayun" of Khwandamir is a historical work on 
the rules and ordinances of Emperor Humayun, his governmental 
1. Asghar, p . 88, 
2 . S torey i . No. 700, p . 536; A.N.i ( t e x t ) , p . 359; £ & D i v , 
p , 143; Qantin-i-Huraayuni, e d i t e d by Hedayat Hosain, 
B ib l i b theca Ind ica , C a l c u t t a , 1940. 
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i n s t i t u t i o n s and the bu i ld ings c o n s t r u c t e d by h i s o rder . 
The author of the book Ghlyas-ud-Din Muhanunad Khwandmir, 
commonly known as Khwandamlr was born a t Herat p o s s i b l y i n 
A.H. 879/A.D. 1474 or A.H. 880/A.D. 1480.^ He was the son of 
Khwaja Humam-ud-Din (for some year , the m i n i s t e r of Sul tan 
Mahmud the Timurid r u l e r of Badakhshan and Khutan) . The famous 
h i s t o r i a n Mir Khwand the author the Rauzat-us-Safa was h i s 
maternal grand f a t h e r . Khwandamir s tud i ed vinder him and 
e s t a b l i s h e d himself as a d i s t i n g u i s h e d s tuden t of h i s t o r y . 
His fame drew the a t t e n t i o n of Mir A l i Shir Nawai, t he famous 
m i n i s t e r of Sul tan Husain Baiqara of Herat as ^well as bene-
vo len t pa t ron of men of l ea rn ing and cultxore. He was i n v i t e d 
by the learned min i s t e r under whose pat ronage Khwandamir 
wrote h i s f i r s t work Ma'as i r -u l -Mulk a t Hera t , o h o r t l y 
a f t e r Mir Ali Shir died in A.H. 906/A.D. 1500 and Husain 
Baiqara died in A.H, 911/A,D. 1506 and Herat came under 
the dual Kingship of B a i q a r a ' s sons Badi-uz-Zaman Mirza 
<Z 
and Muzaffar Husain Mirza.aad- was f i n a l l y occvKiied by the 
Uzbeks fol lowing the cap tu re of the prominent c i t i e s l i k e 
1. H i d a y a t , . p , 1 1 , 
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3arnarqand, Balkh, Farghana, Khwar/am and Khurasan, Under 
the Uzbek occvQ)ation Khwandamir had t o suf fe r inhuman 
behaviour and immeasurable ha rdsh ip a t Hera t . But when 
Herat came under the r u l e of Shah I sma i l of P e r s i a a f t e r 
the defea t and death of the Uzbek Chief Shaibani Khan in 
A.H. 916/A.D, 1510, Khwandamir found a muni f i c i en t pa t ron 
and f r iend in the Shah, By t h i s time he took t o l i v e a t 
Ju r j an under the pat ronage of i t s independent r u l e r 
Muhammad Zaman Mirza, Then he was sen t t o G u r j i s t a n . After 
t h i s Khwandamir seems t o have l i ved out of the r o y a l covirt 
and engaged in h i s t o r i c a l s t u d i e s . He was p a t r o n i s e d by 
the amir Ghiyas-ud-Din Muhammad a l - H u s a i n i , the c i v i l 
admin i s t r a to r of Herat by whose order he undertook the 
compi la t ion of apt' u n i v e r s a l h i s t o r y . But un fo r tuna t e ly 
a l -Husa in i was murdered in A.H. 927/A,D, 1520. Confusion^ 
d i s o rd e r and i n t e r n a l t r o u b l e arose and Khwandamir could 
not proceed fu r the r with h i s work. When Karim-ud-Din 
Habibul lah was appointed the c i v i l a d m i n i s t r a t o r of Herat 
under Pers ian r u l e , Khwandamir was h igh ly encouraged by 
h i s patronage and completed h i s work. After t he dea th of 
Shah of Pe r s i a in A,H, 930/A,D. 1524, Khwandamir l e f t for 
I nd i a and a r r i v e d a t Agra on the 14th Muharram A.H, 934/19th 
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September A,D, 1528 after seven months* long journey, Babur 
accepted him heartily and provided him with all the possible 
encouragement for his study. But Babur died on the 6th 
Jumada i^  A.H. 937/26th December, A.D. 1530, Khwandamir 
entered the services of Humayun and passed his last days 
under his patronage and favour and died in A.H. 942/A.D, 
1535 after his return from an expedition against Gujafrat 
and was bu/ried at Delhi near the tomb of Nizam-ud-Din 
Auliya,-^  
Khwandamir was the most brilliant historian and 
literati of his time. He was a versatile genius. Besides 
history he was well-versed in politics^ diplomacy,science 
and poetry. In the field of history he was the follower 
of Mirkhwand his maternal grand father. He passed his whole 
life in the pursuit of history. His knowledge of history 
and politics attracted so many rulers under whose patron-
ages he flourished with utmost success,Humayun patronised 
him and conferred upon him the honour o^ the chief Chron-
icier (Amir-i-Muwwarikh) of his court. 
1. Hldayat, p, xvi; Badauni i, p. 343; Firishta i, p, 215, 
2. uadauni i (text), p. J4J. 
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I t was iinder the patronage of Hxunayun tha t Khwandamir 
compiled his l a s t work Qanun-i-riumayuni. The 
Qanun-i-Humayuni i s one of th^ most valuable and authentic 
work for our h i s t o r i c a l study, i t contains the accounts of 
the methods of administration and regulat ion promulgated under 
Emperor Humayun. I t contains informations about inventions, 
and innovations of Humayun, hia experiments on astronomical 
and mathematical ca lcula t ions in pr iva te and public l i f e . 
These help us with informations about h i s t o r i c a l , poltLcal 
and s c i en t i f i c development of that per iod. The descr ipt ion 
of Humayun's buildings gives us the knowledge of a rch i t ec tu ra l 
development at the beginhing of the Mughal r u l e . The e s t ab l i sh -
ftent of various i n s t i t u t i o n s ax^jplies us informations about the 
soc ia l , educational and cu l tu ra l aspects of the period under 
Humayun. The r e a l value of the work l i e s in the fact tha t the 
author has presented valuable and authentic information. I t s 
importance l i e s in the fact that the author was the eye 
witness of these events . Due to the h i s t o r i c a l value and 
au thent ic i ty of the work Abul Fazl has included ex t rac t s from 
the Qanun-i-Humayuni in h is Akbarnama ( i . e . in Ain-i-Akbari) 
by royal permission. 
1. A.N. i ( t ex t ) , p . 359. 
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AS a prose work in Persian the Qanun-i-Humayuni has got 
literary value of its own. It is written in a highly ornate and 
florid style. The diction is direct and forceful. The author has 
used hyperbolic language and quaint and stiff phraseology. 
Quotations from the Quranic verses and traditions and the poems 
from his own compositions are found in the book. Literary 
embellishments like similies, metaphors, allegories and repe-
titions of words are useid. But every thing is done with harmony 
and balance of meanings. The work represents the highly ornate 
style of the Mongol historians. But its contents are of great 
value and hence the book is an important source tor the study 
of this period. 
1 
The "Tarikh-i-Ibrahimi" or the "Tarikh-i-Humay6ni" of Ibrahim 
bin-Jarir (or Harir) is a concise general history of the world 
down A.H. 956/A.D. 1549, or A.H. 957/A.D. 1550.^ No definite 
title was given to the work by its author. As it was written 
during the reign of Humayun it is known by both the names, 
cited above. 
Very little can be known about the author of the "Tarikh-
i-Ibrahimi". AsEthe informs us, he is known as Ibrahim bin 
1. Storey i. No. 130, p.113; Rieu iii, p. 1031. 
2. Ibid.; Asghar, p. 90, 
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Jarir or Harir. The exact date of his birth is not known. 
He lived during the reign of Humayun and was in his service. 
He completed his history in A.H. 956/A.D. 1549, or A.H. 957/ 
A.D. 1550 during the reign of the same monarch. Probably he 
died in A.H. 957/A.D. 1550, a date which is drawn from the 
events last mentioned in his history^which is related to the 
2 
murder of Mirza Hin,dal, the younger brother , of Humayun. From 
t h i s fact i t can be ascertained tha t he lived t i l l A.H. 957/ 
A.D. 1550. 
The Tarikh-i-Ibrahimi contains h i s to ry of the world 
including the accounts of Babxir and Humayun, the Turkish 
Sultans, Kings of Persia, some independent dynast ies of 
India contertporary to the Timurids, and accounts of many 
renowned persons of d i f ferent per iods . The book i s continued 
without any preface, and any chapter or sec t ion . However, a l l 
the accounts have been recorded according to the h i s t o r i c a l 
order. The work i s based on the older works of h i s to ry l ike 
tne Tarikh-i-Tabari , Majma-ut-Tawarikh, Nizam-ut-Tawarikh, 
Rauzat-us-Safa, Tabaqat-i-Nasiri and the Tar ikh- i -Firuz 
•' 3 Shahi etc. 
//_ 
1. Ethe No. 104 (India Office). 
2. Pirishta i (text), p. 240. 
3. Ethe, No. 104. 
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The Tarikh-i-Ibrahim! has got i t s h i s t o r i c a l value, 
•^e portion containing the h i s tory of Humayun i s the most 
r e l i a b l e and authentic a3 the author himself was the eye 
witness. Besides the work mentions the h is tory of the 
contemporary Turkish Sultans and the Safavid Kings and 
the his tory of the independent dynasties of India contem-
porary to the Timurids. I t gives the accounts of some persons 
who are mentioned very r a re ly by o thers . 
The s ty le of the Tarikh-i-Ibrahimi i s simple and 
s t r a i g h t forward. The dict ion i s forceful . Though symme-
t r i c a l words and phrases and rhymed prose are sometimes 
used they are free from extravagancy and exagi^ttration. 
Narratives are br ief . There i s no e f for t for the conceal-
ment of the t r u t h . Brevity i s the hall-mark of t h i s 
h i s to ry . 
The "Sivar -u l - 'Ar l f in" i s a work on the l ives of the Indian 
sa in t s writ ten by Hamid bin Fazl Ullah cal led "Darwish Jamali", 
1. Rieu i , pp. 354-55; E & D vi , p . 488; Storey i . No. 1280, 
p , 968. 
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Darwish Jamali Kanbu was originally named Jalal Khan, 
He adopted his first takhallus, as "Jalali" and afterwards 
changed it for "Jamali". He was a disciple of Shaikh Sama-ud 
Din of Delhi and flourished as a renowned poet. He held high 
position under Sultan Sikandar Lodi bin Bal^ lul Lodi. After-
wards he gained favour of Babm: and Humayun in their reigns. 
During the course of his travels he met with poet Jami and 
the author Dawani, He travelled to Maghrib, Yemen, Rum, 
Syria, Iraq and all parts of Persia and returned to his 
native place Delhi to his spiritual guide Sama-ud-Din. He 
died in Delhi in A.H. 942/A.D. 1535 in Gujarat. 
As regards his Siyar-ul-'Arifin it is said that he was 
urged by some of his nearest friends to write an account of 
2 
all divine persons he had met or whose shrines he had visited, 
Hecoiled from undertaking such volxjminous a task and 
umdertook the work confining it only to the biographical 
3 
notes of the saints who lived in India, He conrpleted his 
i^ if 
work the Siyar-ul-•Arifin in the rfign of Humayun, The work 
contains the biographies of fourteen Chisti saints and holy 
1, Rieu i, pp, 354-55; E & D vi, p. 488; Storey i, No,1280, 
p, 968, 
2, Rieu i, p. 354-55, 
3, Ibid. 
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men beginning with Khwaja Muin-ud-Din C h i s t i and ending 
with h i s own s p i r i t u a l guide Shaikh Sama-ud-Din Kanbu, 
The • 'Badai a l - I n s h a " i s commonly known as " Insha- i -Yusu£ i" 
i s t he f i r s t work of the Mughal pe r iod on t h e a r t of e p i s t o l o -
graphy in P e r s i a n . 
I t s author Maulana 'Husa in ' Yusufi was a munshi of 
Humayun, He i s probably i d e n t i c a l with the phys i c i an Yusuf 
2 bin Muhammad suxnamed "Yusufi"» of He ra t . He l ived under 
the pa t ronage of both Babur and Humayun. He had profound 
knowledge of Arabic , phi losophy, astronomyk log ic medicine 
and p o e t r y . He wrote s e v e r a l works in prose and p o e t r y 
c h i e f l y on medicine . 
Yusufi compiled h i s Badai a l - I n s h a for the b e n e f i t 
of h i s son Rafi-ud-Din and other s t u d e n t s on the s u b j e c t . He 
completed h i s work in A.H. 940/A.D. 1533-34.^ The work begins 
M 
with the p r a i s e of God the "Creator of Pen" and " Jjfature 
Wisdom". The author d e s c r i b e s the branches of e p i s t l e s -
6 f i * t 5 
Tauqiat and Muhawarat. The Huhawarar is again divided into 
1. Rieu ii, addl. 6608, p. 529; Ethe i. No. 2058, p. 1139; 
Storey ii. No. 408, p. 235. 
2. Rieu ii, p. 529. 
3. Momin, p. 160; Rieu ii, p. 529. 
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three c lasses - the ruqa ' a t , the murasal and murafa'at , 
according to the s ta tus of the correspondents. 
The work contains forms of l e t t e r s emergent for a l l 
purposes and the i r specimens only. The l e t t e r s are arranged 
according t o the rank and c lass of persons addressed t o . I t 
concludes with stocks of phrases and fomulae su i t ab le for 
l e t t e r s of every subject . I t has been lithographed in Delhi 
in A.D, 1870 in the name of Insha-i-Yusufi . ' ' 
The Badai-al-Insha has got i t s own l i t e r a r y value. I t 
i s a musajja ( i . e . rhymed prose) and the language i s meta-
phor ica l . The most s igni f icant feature of Yusufi 's d ic t ion 
i s the maximum use of the Arabic vocabularies instead of more 
common Persian words. I t a lso contains the words of foreign 
o r ig in . Synonyms and repe t i t ion l^ av« made t^€ -^ 
language verbose and di f fus ive . The i r r e g u l a r i t i e s 
in the rules of syntax are often met with. The p e c u l i a r i t y 
of rhymed prose comes to notice in the pa ren the t i ca l clause 
ending with a predicate in a verse or hemistich. Arabic 
p a r t i c i p l e s in the form of mutaradifat are used, extensively . 
The use of the terms re la ted t o philosophy,, astronomy, logic 
1. Momin, p . 163; ^ieu i , p . 529. 
2. Ib id . , p , 163. 
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etc. show the knowledge of author in other sciences,Use 
of ishtiqaq and saj' are also noticed in the Badai al-
Insha, 
The "Rivaz-ul-Adwiva"^ of Yusuf bin Muhammad of Herat 
is a work on Medicine in Persian prose written in the 
reign of Humayun. It contains a treatise on the proper-
ties of simple and compound medicinal herbs and prescrip-
tions. 
Its author Yusuf bin Muhammad of Herat, poetically 
surnamed "Yusufi" is identical with the personal hakim 
(physician) and Maulana who served under Babur and Humayun. 
He was also a munshi to Humayun in his reign. He is the 
author of several prose and poetical works in Persian 
chiefly on medicaments, hygiene and epistolary writing. 
The Riyaz-ul-Adwiya was compiled for Humayun and was 
,/' dedicated to him after its completion in A.H, 946. 
The "Jami' al-Fawaid" of the same author is another 
prose work in Persian prod^ xced in: the period under consi-
deration. The work is a treatise on general medicine. It is 
1. Momin, p. 162; Ghani ii, 74 entitles the work as Riyaz 
al-Insha. 
2. Ibid.; Ethe i. No,2304,pp. 1261-62; Ghani ii, p. 74. 
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i den t i ca l with the Jami-ul-Qawanin of the author. Tlte work 
i s a cotranentary or ra ther a si^plement and amplification of 
an ea r l i e r and larger work of the author s own I l a j - u l 
Amraz, a versif ied t r e a t i s e on the rapeu t ics . I t was ccwipiled 
in A.H. 940/A.D. 1533-34. 
Hakim Yusuf, the author of the Riyaz-ul Adwiya and the 
Jami-ul-Fawaid was the product of the c u l t u r a l renaissance of 
Central Asia and the emblem of the age l ike h is many contempo-
r a r i e s ^^li^fe Emperor Babur, Shaikh Zain Khwafi and Tahir a l -
3 Husaini, His s ty le i s erudi te and ornate, language i s abstruse, 
and dic t ion i s intermixed with Arabic and outlandish vocabul-
ar ies and technical terms from other sciences which speak of 
the profound learning of the Hakim. 
The books mentioned above sxippVi^ us an information 
about the nature of treatment, compounds of the medicine and 
the symptoms and names of va r i e t i e s of diseases of tha t per iod. 
We can gather knowledge about the importance of the medicinal 
subj-ects and of the a c t i v i t i e s of the personnel physicians , ^ 
tha t period. 
1. Momin, p . 162. 
2. Ib id . 
3. Ib id . 
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The "Jawahlr-ul-Ulum-'l-Hvimavunl"^ is a large encyclopaedia 
compiled by Maulana Muhammad Fazil bin 'Ali bin Muhammad al-
2 
Miskini a l -Qazi a l -Samarqand i , I t was compiled i n A.H. 947. 
The book i s named a f t e r the emperor Humayun and was ded i ca -
ted t o him by i t s au tho r . The book d e a l s with one hundred <a/>ixi=^  
twenty d i f f e r e n t s c i e n c e s . I t i s d iv ided i n t o a muqaddama 
in t h r e e qisms, t h r e e maqalas each subdivided i n t o s e v e r a l 
babs and a khat ima. Scwne of the s u b j e c t s d i scussed in t h e 
book/ a re h i s t o r y , astronomy, mathematics, medicine, l og i c , 
phi losophy, e t h i c s , and Muslim ju r i sp rudence e t c . 
The author Maulana Muhammad F a z i l b in 'A l i was 
3 
a man of cons ide rab le l e d r n i n g . Prof, Ghani informs us 
t h a t he was busy in ob ta in ing h i s knowledge from h i s boyhood 
t i l l manhood. He s tud ied under the b e s t t e a c h e r s of t he 
time and went through the prominent works l i k e Nafds-rUl-Funun 
f i 'Ara i s -u l - 'Uyun , S i t t in -u l - .Asa r and Hadaiq-ul-Anwar, He 
was the author of s e v e r a l works p r i o r t o the Jawahir-rul-
'Ulxam. He put the c o n t e n t s of h i s p rev ious works i n t o 
4 
the p r e s e n t work. So far as we know from Prof, Ghani the 
1. Storey i i . No. 597, ^, 359; Bazm i , p . 88; Asghar, p . 80. 
2 . Ghani i i , pp . 78-79. 
3 . I b i d , 
4 . I b i d , 
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Jawahirul-Olxan has not been published insp i t e of i t s great 
l i t e r a r y value. From the point of view of the l i t e r a r y h i s to ry 
the work supplies us information about Humayun down to h is 
res to ra t ion in A.H. 962/A,D. 1555. The tone of the author ' s 
preface^ address t o the kings and the subjects discussed gives 
us a p ic ture of the l i t e r a r y and educational atmosphere of 
tha t period. We can co l l ec t information about the iirportance 
of various subjects discussed and how they were taught in 
the educational i n s t i t u t i o n s . I t helps us to judge the mul t i -
farious genius of the author in the subjects discussed in 
h is book. 
The "Akhlaq-i-Humayuni" a book on e th ics in Persian prose was 
wri t ten in the period under considerat ion. I t s author Qazi 
Ikhtiyar al-Husaini was an excel lent Qazi and we 11-versed in 
Islamic jurisprudence. He flourished during the period of 
reign of both Babur and Humayun. He wrote h is admirable 
t r e a t i s e the Akhlaq-i-Humayuni, on e th ics for kings based 
on ancient Arabic writings in A.H. 912/A.D. 1506-07 for Babur 
and for h i s son Humayun. The work i s of considerable value 
for the moral conduct of tn t royai a u t h o r i t i e s . 
1. Rypka, 'p. 427; Ghani i i , p . 110, does not mention the 
name of the work of Qazi Ikht iyar a l-Husaini . 
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The "Kashf-ul-Awtar" i s a work on a r t s and c r a f t s w r i t t e n 
dur ing the re ign of Humayun in Pe r s i an by the Darwish Haider 
Tunivni . The author ded ica ted the s i x t h Muqam of t h e work 
Kasjj-ul-Awtar e n t i t l e d Duazdah muqam t o Humayun. 
2 
The "Jawahir Nama-i-Humayuni" i s a t r e a t i s e on t h e p r e c i o u s 
s tones and minera ls w r i t t e n by Muhammad bin Ashraf al-Hxisaini 
a r -Rus tamdar i . I t i s d iv ided i n t o twenty two c h a p t e r s contain-
ing in a l l the d e s c r i p t i o n of the s tones and minera l s and 
t h e i r use with r e fe rence t o a l l those jewels and ornaments 
possessed by Babur and Humayian a f t e r t h e conquest of 
3 Hindustan, 
The author of Jawahir Nama-i-Humayuni Muhammad bin 
Ashraf a l -Husa in i f l ou r i shed in Ind ia in the r e i g n s of Babur 
and h i s son Humayun and enjoyed t h e i r pa t ronage and favour . 
He was one of the learned l i t e r a t i e s of h i s time and a 
b r i l l i a n t s tuden t of n a t u r a l s c i e n c e . He compiled h i s book 
for both Emperor Babur and Humayun and ded ica ted i t j o i n t l y 
4 
t o both the f a the r and the son. The compi la t ion of the 
1. Ghani i i , p . 45; Bazm i , p . 88; Asghar, p . 80; Rypka, p . 472 ; 
Rieu i i / Or. 1717, p . 525. 
2 . Bazm i / p . 88; Asghar, p . 80. 
3 . Ghani i i , p . 45 . 
4 . I b i d . 
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work was begxin sometime^ after Babvar's conquest of Hindustan 
and was completed in the reign of Humayun whom he presented 
h is work. 
The Jawahir Naraa-i-Humayuni i s much in t e r e s t i ng as 
i t gives us valuable information about the value and use of 
various stones and jewels in Mughal India . We can learn 
about the species and kinds of these valuable stones and 
minerals and the a v a i l a b i l i t y in India at tha t time}--' 
1. Ghani i i , p . 47. 
CHAPTER - IV 
A C r i t i c a l eva lua t i on of some impor tant 
Pers ian prose works w r i t t e n under the 
Patronage of Akbar, 
A CRITICAL EVALUATION OF SOME IMPORTANT PERSIAN 
PROSE WORKS WRITTEN UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF AKBAR 
The p e r i o d of Akbar (A.H. 963/A.D. 1556-A.H. 1014/ 
A.D. 1605) e s t a b l i s h e s a b r i l l i a n t epoch in t h e h i s t o r y of 
Indo-Pers ian l i t e r a t u r e . I t was c h a r a c t e r i z e d both by bold 
adventure in t h e realm of thought and p r o l i f i c output of 
b e l l e s - l e t t r e s in d i f f e r e n t b r j ^ches of l e a r n i n g . P e r s i a n 
l i t e r a t u r e under Akbar made tremendous p r o g r e s s and could 
c la im i t s s u p e r i o r i t y t o t h a t of P e r s i a under the contempo-
r a r y Sa fav ids . Akbar»s s c h o l a r l y t e s t e and l i b e r a l pa t ronage 
of men of l e a r n i n g and knowledge a t t r a c t e d t o h i s cour t 
s c h o l a r s , p h i l o s o p h e r s , h i s t o r i a n s , p o e t s , a r t i s t s and men 
of l e t t e r s from every p a r t of Pe r s i an speaking wor ld-
Meshhad, I s f a h a n , S h i r a z , Nishapur , Hera t , Merv, Gi lan , 
Najaf, Bukhara, Hamadan, Kashan, Qum, Ray, Sabzawar and 
Tabr iz . Due t o t h e pa t ronage and favour of Akbar, l i t e r e r y 
men in l a r g e numoer made t h e i r way t o t h e cour t of Akbar 
a t Agra and made I n d i a t h e i r homeland. Thus t h e y found a 
congenia l atmosphere a t t h e cour t of Agra. 
1. Ain- i -Akbar i ( S i r Syed E d i t i o n ) 1, p . 189 e t s e q ; K.A. 
Nizami, "Pers ian L i t e r a t u r e Under Akbar", Medieval 
Ind ia Q u a r t e r l y i i i . No.4, A p r i l , 1958, p . 300. 
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In the f ie ld of poetic l i te ra ture^ the period of Akbar 
gained wide ce l eb r i t y not only in India but outside India 
a l so . By t h i s time poet ic t a l en t of the Indians was rapidly 
gaining populari ty in neighbouring countr ies though Persia 
accorded i t a half hearted welcome due to i t s strong nat ional 
1 2 
sentiment, E.J.W. Gibb says tha t af ter Jami, 'Urfi and 
Paizi were the chief Persian influence on Turkish poetry 
u n t i l they were sv:5>erseded by S a ' i b . The best-known exponents 
of the Indian s ty le of poetry of Akbar's period were Muhammad 
Urfi (b. A.H. 963/A.D. 1555-56, d. A.H. 999/A.D. 1590-91), 
Faiz i , Naziri and Zuhir i . Ghazali Meshhedi (b. A.H. 936/ 
A.D. 1530-31, d. A.H. 980/A.D. 1572-73) was the poet-
laureate and follower of Akbar's 'Dinii-Ilahi ; Uasim Kahi, 
the poet- laureate of Sultan Ibrahim Adil Shah I I in Bijapur 
and father-in-law of Zuhuri, Malik Qumrai. I t i s a long l i s t 
1. Browne,iv, p . 13; K.A, Nizami, "Persian Li tera ture Under 
• Akbar", Medieval India Quarterly i i i . No. 4, Aprii , 1958, 
p . 301. 
2. Gibb i . History of Ottcanan Poetry, pp. 5, 127, 129. 
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of poe t s among whcxn the names of Musffiqi of Bukhara 
(b . A.H. 945/A,D. 1538, d. A.H. 994/A.D. 1586) R a f i ' i 
of Khurasan (b . A.H. 942/A.D. 1535-36, d. A.H. 1009/A.D. 
1600-01), Husain Sanal (d. A.H. 996/A.D. 1588), Shakibi 
of I s fahan , Hayati of Gi lan, Khanjar Beg, Ashraf Khan, Mir 
Dauri , Nur-ud-Din Muhammad Tarkhan, U l f a t i , and many 
o t h e r s can be mentioned. There were more than a dozen poe t s 
amongst whom Zuhuri and Malik Qummi v^ ho d id not a t t a c h 
themselves d i r e c t l y t o the cou r t of Akbar but they s en t 
t h e i r qas idas t o the Emperor. 
The p o e t i c output of the per iod of Akbar occijpies a 
remarkable p o s i t i o n in the h i s t o r y of Pe r s i an l i t e r a t u r e for 
i t s va luab le c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h e t h r e e main v a r i e t i e s of 
Pe r s i an poe t ry - ghaza l , masnawi and q a s i d a . In masnawi 
F a i z i ' s can be ranked a f t e r t he t h r e e g r e a t masters of t he 
a r t - F i r d a u s i , Nizami and Khusraw, and i s reckoned as the 
second g r e a t Indian -poet a f t e r Amir Khusraw. Badauni says 
i n p r a i s e of F a i z i ' s d e l e c t a b l e composit ion of Nal Damam" 
1, Badauni ( t ex t ) i i , p . 396; K.A. Nizami, "Pers ian L i t e r a t u r e 
Under Akbar", Medieval I n d i a ' Q u a r t e r l y , i i i . No. 4, Apr i l , 
1958, p . 311 . 
I l l 
although the fortner bore a deep hatred to the latter in 
religions views;-
|rr:-Indeed it is a raMnawi the like of which for the last 
hundred years, no poet of Hindustan after Amir Khusraw (of 
Delhi) has composedj. In ghazal the names of Naziri, 'Urfi 
and Faizi occupy a prominent place and are masters of a highly 
a if 
developed style called Sabk^-i-Hindi, Naziri was an outstan-
ding ghazal writer and was second alone to Hafiz in this art. 
The inimitable charm and grace of his diction raised him head 
and shoulder above his contemporaries in India and Persia, 
'Urfi was another master of ghazal. Though his genuis worked 
wonders in gasidas, he himself was proud of his ghazal. Some 
of his qasidas possess^^ the fire and force of ghazal and are 
characterised by intensity and effervescene of emotion. For 
a very long period the works of these masters were lying 
unnoticed but recently IndianschoJLars have paid due attention 
to this rich heritage of their country and their researches 
are proving useful in assessing their literary/merits, as well 
as in revealing new aspects of ji\xc lives. 
1. K.A. Nizaroi, "Persian Literature Iftider Akbar", Medieval 
India Quarterly iii. No. 4, April, 1958, p. 311. 
2. Prof. W.H. Ansari: Urfi Shirazi. 
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The Persian l i t e r a t u r e o£ Akbar's period shows the 
s p i r i t of the age, and i t s value l i e s in the works of the 
most r e f l ec t i ve and crea t ive miwds of tha t period. I t r e f l e c t s 
the s p i r i t u a l and moral needs, ^ d soc ia l and p o l i t i c a l ideas 
of the age. In fact i t was an era of great i n t e l l e c t u a l 
uprising and soc ia l up l i f t in India . The poetry of Akbar's 
a<ge I s f u l l of t,oIecatvae aud . cOswapQlltaulSTO., I t eTO.9b.aslz.es 
e t e rna l va r i e t i e s and universal trutba, and •. , uittdoubtedly 
condemns the formalism and fana t ica l r i g i d i t y . 
Strong ' n a t i o n a l sentiment was inherent in Akbar. He 
intended to evolve a nat ional cul ture and nat ional outlook. 
He adopted po l i c i e s in rel igious* p o l i t i c a l and cu l t u r a l 
spheres which broadened the out-look of h is contemporaries 
and infused in them consciousness of belonging to one cul ture 
and one nat ion. This attempt at c u l t u r a l synthesis found expression 
in Persian l i t e r a t u r e a l so . Under Akbar Persian came out of the 
confines of being the language of one c lass or one cultured 
group. I t occ\J5»ied the posi t ion of governmental language 
through out h is empire whereby i t covered an area o^ the 
Muslim east from southern Europe as far as Bengal. I t assimilated 
1/ Rypka, p . 723. 
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the Indian thought and ideas, and developed harmoniously 
with national genius of India.He converted the Sanskrit 
literature into Persian, Indianised, tChe Persian language 
and set its root deep into the soil of India. He^got the 
Sanskrit literature_, on religion, art and sciences converted 
into Persian under a systematic and well-organised plan. 
came 
Thus Persian language/to the position of "the language of 
all Indian religions". These translations familarised the 
Muslim intellegentia with the Hindu religious thought, and 
served the purpose of creating tolerance and friendli-
ness among various culture-grov^js of India. Besides Sanskrit, 
trans la tionsvv were made from Turkish, Hindi, Greek, Arabic,& 
Kashmiri languages into Persian. Hereby the Persian language 
and other languages of India came under the influence of each 
other. Many Indian words and phrases are found irj/this period 
in the historical works of Gulbadan, Jauhar 
and also in the poetical works of Faizi, Abdur Rahim Kham-i-
Khanan and others. Similarly many Persian vocabularies found 
place in the works of Sur Das and Tulsi Das. XPfae-^  interest 
of Akbar in the literature of various languages and his 
1. K.A. Nizami, "Persian Literature Under Akbar" Medieval 
Indian Quarterly iii. No. 4, April 1958, p. 302. 
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eagerness t o get them t rans la ted in to Persian gave a strong 
incentive t o scholars and the i r e f for t s were directed towards 
a very meaningful exerc ise . 
The period of Akbar was Jtery / r ich in historiography. 
The Persian concept of historiography reeled round the king 
and the scep t re . Any account of the workers, peasants, a r t i san 
and commonalty was looked down upon asjderogatory to the a r t 
of h i s to ry -wr i t ing . The Persian h i s to r i ans before Abul Fazl 
adopted in the i r writ ings the Samanid concept of h i s to ry . 
Abul Fazal made a def in i te contr ibut ion t o Persian h i s t r i o -
graphy. He put in to i t the s p i r i t of the Arab h i s to r i ans who 
the 
recorded even the minutest d e t a i l s about / l i fe ofthe people. 
In Abul Paz l ' s works though the king appears as the cen t ra l 
f igure-—the pivot of the whole system — the common people 
also draw his a t tent ion in his na r ra t ive? , In the Ain-i-Akbari, 
he has brought the governed c lass to the foreground.T" 
remarkable 
The period of Akbar was / not only in i t s poe t i ca l and 
h i s t o r i c a l l i t e r a t u r e but i t had a most p r o l i f i c prose 
l i t e r a t u r e also. - .Akbar in -her l ted a scholar ly t a s t e 
1, Ain-1-Akbari/ Blochman, p . v i ; K.A, Nizami, "Persian 
Li te ra ture Under Akbar", Medieval India Quarterly i i i . 
No. 4, April , 1958, p . 303. 
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from his fa ther . He developed his knowledge in almost a l l the 
branches of learning lil<e l i t e r a t u r e , h is tory, philosophy^, 
r e l ig ion , mathematics, a r t and other s c i e n t i f i c sub jec t s . 
Under him scholars , wr i te rs , h i s to r i ans , philosophers and 
learned men flourished who were well versed in t he i r pa r t i cu -
lar a r t s . He inspired them to produce the i r masterpieces in 
Persian prose. They wrote t he i r works in a s ty le marXed for i t s 
pomp, exaggeration and verbosi ty. The magnificierijt ground of 
the older generation was, however, not yet l o s t . Nevertheless, 
the prose s ty le of t h i s period had undergone a conspicuous 
change and various prose works prose works produced during 
t h i s age are marked by cer ta in q u a l i t i e s . While production 
increased in number, there are few masterpieces of t h i s 
period which r e a l l y deserve to be cal led the monumental 
works. Prose paid more a t tent ion t o the form rather than 
meaning. Some of the wri ters devoted themselves to 
s t y l i s h modes and pedantry. While expressing themselves 
on useful and ser ious subjects , the r e su l t was tha t 
obscuri ty and high sounding s ty l e took place of brevi ty 
s impl ic i ty and c l a r i t y of the e a r l i e r wr i t e r s . As the prose 
wr i te rs of t h i s period were men of refined t a s t e and sharp 
i n t e l l e c t , the i r works have highly i n d i v i d u a l i s ^ c s ty les also^, 
e .g . Abul Fazl, a great i n t e l l e c t u a l of t h i s age uses ornate 
IIG 
prose but Badauni and i'aizi (in his letters) use sinnple 
and lucid language. It was a mixture of styles. The extant 
prose works in Persian, according to their scope of subjects 
can be described under the following principal categories, 
CATEGORIES OF PERSIAN PROSE WORKS 
1. History—^ general, special and local 
2. Biography 
3. Translation of books frcra other languages 
4. Religion and philosophy 
5. Insha writ ing 
6. Lexicography 
7. Miscellaneous 
History 
'^e period of Akbar had a great contribution in the 
field of Persian prose literature. It produced good and 
valuable prose works in Persian on the subject of history. 
Akbar wanted to follow the Islamic history on one 
hand, and was also anxious to see the medieval Indian 
history written in its Indian background. Like all other 
Timurids, Akbar also wanted an indelible stamp of 
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the contribution of his family and his own to be put on the 
pages of time. He desired to establish a connexion between 
and 
the medieval/ancient periods of India. Akbar was consciovis 
of the nature and extent of his own impact on contemporary 
history, and so, he wanted to know in greater detail about 
the past so that his own achievements,could be delineated in 
that background. For him history was not merely a pleasant 
intellectual excursion into past but an instrument of prag-
matic significance to influence social outlook and political 
behaviour. Anxious to evolve a natural culture and national 
outlook, he sought to broaden the vision of his contemporaries 
and infuse in them the consciouisness of belonging to one 
culture. He wanted history to help him in realising his objective, 
This outlook of Akbar created a great detpand. of books to 
be produced on history. Thus the period of Akbar produced a 
large number of histories in Persian prose, and they can be 
described as follows; 
1. The Humayun Name^ o^r^ 'Ahwal-i-riumayun Padshah of Gulbadan 
Begara, the daughter of emperor Babur and paternal aunt of 
and 
emperor Akbar is one of the beautiful/charming Persian prose 
1. Rieu/ii^. MS. Or. 166, p. 247; Persian Text "Humayun 
Nama" edited vpith translation by Mrs. A.S. Beveridge, 
Oriental translation Fund, 1902. 
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works on history. It displays the ccramand of the Mughal 
ladies over the Persian language and the power of description 
of the situation and the ceremonies. Her mother language was 
Turkish, But she could write the Persian language so grace-
fully that Mrs, Beveridge exclaims in surprise "Did she 
compose in Persian or in Turkish". It was written at the 
royal command of her nephew, emperor Akbar to write about 
2 
Babur and Humayun. Though i t was w r i t t e n as t h e memoirs 
of Babur and Humayun i t t r e a t s of h i s t o r y . As Gulbadan was 
a c h i l d of e i g h t a t t he t ime of her f a t h e r ' s dea th she had 
t o eke out her imperfec t memory from other sources a l s o . 
Here she reproduced a b r i e f account of Babur, but the account 
of Humayun i s s u f f i c i e n t l y d e t a i l e d which gives us an i n f o r -
mation about h i s chequered c a r e e r . But a note on the manus-
3 
c r i p t of the book in the handwri t ing of Shahjahan, shows 
a if 
t h a t t h e o r i g i n a l Humayun Nama conta ined an account of t h e 
r e i g n of Akbar vj^ sto h i s 22nd r e g n a l yea r . But un fo r tuna t e ly , 
t h i s l a s t p o r t i o n could not come t o hand. 
1. H.N., p. 79. 
2. Ibid., p. 3. 
3. K.A. Nizami, "Persian Literature Under Akbar", Medieval 
India Quarterly iii. No. 4, April, 1958, p. 317. 
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The Humayun Nama is of great historical importance. 
It fills up an important gap in the field of history. It 
worked as an important source material for the contposition 
of the Akbar Nama of Abul Fazl. It gives us information about 
the Mughal harem—-the tastes and temper of Mughal ladies, 
their intellectual and physical attainments, the nature and 
extent of their interest in politics, and the custom and 
ceremonies of the seraglio. Though the accounts of the war 
and conflicts are brief, but some detailed information given 
is useful. 
The work is written in a simple and unpretending style 
and dwells chiefly on events and domestic occurrences, Maulana 
1 «* >^ 
Shibl i considers i t superior to the Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri and the 
\> ft 
Ruqqat-i-Alamgiri, in i t s "inimitable spontaniety, short and 
pi thy sentences and col loquia l touch". 
2. The "Tazkira-i-Waqi'at" of Mihtar Jauhar i s one of the 
valuable prose works in Persian produced during the reign 
of Akbar, The work was begun by the author in A,H, 995/A,D. 
1, M.S. iv, p , 56, 
2, Storey i . No, 701, pp. 536-37; Rieu i , Addl 16711, p , 246. 
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1586-87, Though i t was wri t ten as memoirs of Humayun's 
reign i t serves the great purpose of h i s to ry of the most 
eventful period of the emperor. Jauhar was Humayun's aftabchi 
(ewer-bearer) for some years and in constant service of h i s 
royal master during the period of e x i l e . Thixs he had an 
opportunity t o know the temperament and various aspects of 
the career of h i s master. Even in giving the d e t a i l s of the 
accounts Jauhar mentions the t r i v i a l facts connected with 
the l i f e of Humayun. The r ea l charm and value of the Tazkira-
i-Waqia*t l i e s in the t r i v i a l i nc iden t s . This presents emperor 
Humayun more int imately and more c lose ly than any other work 
of t h i s period. Besides, the work gives some d e t a i l s of the 
character of the Shah of Persia and important persons a t h i s 
cour t . 
Jauhar undertook t h i s wri t ing some th i r ty - two years 
after Humayun's death. Naturally we find tha t , there are 
ce r ta in lapses in recording events . The book i s a valuable 
record of Humayun's l i f e and time, 
Jauhar was not a professional h i s t o r i an . He wrote his 
work in the Persian language spoken in h i s t ime. As i t was 
writ ten in a co l loquia l , siitple and unpolished language 
he thought i t t o be presumptious to present h i s work t o the 
1 2 1 
emperor. So he requested Il lahdad Faizi Sirhindi^the learned 
scholar and philolpgist of h i s time to make a recension of 
the Tazkira-i-Waqi 'at for i t s presentat ion to Akbar. Though 
Il lahdad Faizi hes i ta ted at f i r s t to do the work^ f i na l l y 
he made h i s recension with a new preface of h is own. This 
recension of Il lahdad Faizi i s known as the "Tarikh-i-Humayun 
Shahi" the manuscript of which are avai lable in India Office 
Library, Br i t i sh Museum and the Bibliotheque Nationale, A c o l l -
ation of the two i s of great l i t e r a r y importance from the point 
of view of l i t e r a r y c r i t i c i sm and the difference between the 
colloqiaial and wri t ten Persian of the sixteenth century A,D. 
3. The Tazkira-i-Humayun wa Akbar by Bayazid Bayat i s an 
important Persian prose work on h is tory produced in the period 
of Akbar. I t deals with the h i s to ry of the reigns of Humayun 
and Akbar. I t a lso contains the accounts of the persons 
c lose ly connected with them beginning with the year A.H,949/ 
A.D. 1542 and ending with the A.H. 999/A.D. 1591. I t i s a 
typ ica l i l l u s t r a t i o n of the Persian language as i t was writ ten 
and spoken by persons who had no pretensions to learning. 
2 '-» 
When Akbar issued h is order to every attendant of h i s court 
to work on the h i s tory and t o write something about Humayun's 
reign, Abul Fazl chose Bayazid Bayat for the work. He provided 
him with a ^ifle^rk as Bayazid Bayat was physical ly handicapped 
1. Storey i . No. 702, pp. 537-38; Text edited by Hidayat^ 
Husain, Asiatic Society of Bengal, 1941. ^ 
2. Bayat, p. 1. 
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by a stro)?e of paralysis, Bayazid Bayat was, by this time, 
the Sakawal Begi^ (the superintendant of the royal kitchen) 
and an old man. Obeying the royal command he commenced the 
work in A.H. 999/A.D, 1591 at Lahore.^ Nine copies were 
made of the book and were sent to the royal library and also 
2 
t o the l i b r a r i e s of Abul Fazal, Gulbadan and other Pr inces . 
The Tazkira-i-Humayun wa Akbar opens with an account 
of Humayun's f l igh t t o Persia and contains the informations 
about Humayun's invasion of Hindustan in 1555-56, h i s 
s t ruggle with Kamran and the tconf l i c t s between the Mughals 
and the Afghans,Besides^ i t i s pregnant with information about 
the soc ia l l i f e of the Mughal a r i s tocracy in the s ixteenth 
century A.D. 
The book i s authentic and valuable as i t i s based on 
the personal and intimate knowledge of i t s author who had 
been the eye witness of the f a c t s . Humayun met Bayazid 
during h is s tay in Persia and since then Bayazid 
came in to the service of Humaytfff, As Bayazid was physical ly 
1, Storey i , pp. 537-38; K.A. Nizami, "Persian Li tera ture 
Under Akbar", Medieval India Quarterly i i i . No., 4, 
April , 1958, p . 318. 
2. Bayazid, p . 377; Ib iu . , p . 318. 
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handicapped h i s mental health also suffered. We find some 
of his nar ra t ive lacking sequence and h is flow of thought 
i s disrxjpted. But the s ty l e i s xanaffected and spontaneous 
being the work of a person not highly g i f ted . Though the 
Tazkira-i-Waqi'at-i-Humayun wa Akbar could not a t t r a c t due 
regard from Abyl Fazl, but he used i t as h i s source for the 
composition of h is Akbarnama, 
;|. The Tarikh-i-Akbari i s another prose work in Persian on 
h i s to ry writ ten in the period under considerat ion. I t contains 
a h i s to ry of the reign of Akbar to the year A.H. 987/A,D.1587, 
3 being apparently only the las t pa r t of a larger work. The 
author of the work Muhammad 'Arif Qandahari was the Mir- i -
»» 4 
Saman to Bairam Khan, the celebrated general of Humayun and 
Akbar's r e igns . He was nearby h i s master at the time of his 
1. K.A, Nizami, "Persian Li te ra ture Under Akbar", Medieval 
India Quarterly i i i . No. 4, April , 1958, p . 319. 
2. Storey i . No. 707, p . 541; M.R. i i , p . 1; the*Tarikh-i-
Akbari^'is a l so known as* Tarikh-i-'Arif-i-Qandaharl,** 
edited by Syed Muin-ud-Din Nadavi, Dr. Azhar Ali and 
Imtiaz Ali Arshi, Rampur, 1962, 
3 , Storey i , p , 541, 
4, M.R, i i , p , 1, e t , Seq; E . l . a r t "Bairam Khan". 
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dea th in Gu ja ra t , i'hen he made p i lg r image t o Mecca, and 
retiorned t o Ind ia a f t e r Hajj and jo ined the services of 
Muzaffar Khan T u r b a t i . When Muzaffar Khan died he p resen ted 
h i s work t o Akbar. A c o l l a t i o n of t h e manuscripto of ' A r i f ' s 
work show t h a t i n i t i a l l y i t was w r i t t e n for Muzaffar Khan 
and was named "Muzaffar Namal' But while Muzaffar Khan d ied 
he p resen ted i t t o the emperor Akbar. At f i r s t he inc luded 
the names of both h i s pa t ron and the emperor in t h e invoca t ion , 
but l a t e r on he d e l e t e d the name of Muzaffar Khan and named 
i t t he "TariKh-i-Akbari". ' '" 
The Ta r ikh - i -Akba r i was completed in A.H 988 / 
2 A.D, 1580. Although 'Arif was acquainted with some of the 
3 h i s t o r i c a l and l i t e r a r y c l a s s i c s of t he middle ages , he wrote 
h i s work in a s t y l e which lacks f e l i c i t y and spontaniet^y. 
Ta r ikh - i -Akbar i g ives us va luab le informat ion about 
the even t s of Akbar ' s r e ign , such as the sw5>pressing of Ali 
iu< 
5 
4 Quli Khan's r e b e l l i o n , by Akbar himself, the conq est of 
G u j ^ a t and Akbar 's I n t e r c o u r s e with the P i r i n g i s , t he 
1. M.R. i i , p . 1. 
2 . 'Arif , p . 247. 
3 . I b i d , , pp . 1-11, 
4 . I b i d . , p . 9 8 . 
5 . I b i d . , p . 171. 
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estimation of loss incurred by f i r e -b reak . in the Farash-Khana'^ 
1 2 
at a i k r i , the d e t a i l s of Akbar*s mosques e t c . He discusses 
in his work the a c t i v i t i e s of h is patron Muzaffar Khan vividly 
and candidly. He has made some statements in his work which 
. J 
contradic t with Abul Fazl in some of the events l ike the 
3 4 
murder of Uimu'i and the execution of Faridi Beg. I t shows 
tha t Abul Fazl might have de l ibe ra t e ly suppressed the facts 
unpalatable t o his sovereign. Arif completed his work in A.H. 
9B8/A.D, 1580, but there i s no reference to Akbar's re l ig ious 
experiments, ra ther he has highlighted Akbar's orthodoxy and 
r e l ig ious le-anings. He has mejitioned the personal behaviour 
and dealings of Akbar with people of a l l c l a s s e s . He informs 
us tha t in a l l the mosques of India in A.H. 986/A.iJ. 1579^ 
Khutba was read in Akbar's nam^/tjut a d h e r e he-informs about Akbar 
r ec i t i ng the Khutba himself/leading the congregational prayer. 
1. Arif, p . 246. 
2. Ib id . , pp. 239-41, 
3. Ib id . , p . 51 cf. 
4 . I b id . , pp. 50-51. 
5. I b id . , p . 244, 
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5. The Waql'at-i-Mushtaql of Shaikh Rizq Allah "Mushtaqi" 
bin Sa'd Allah Dihlawi, a pa ternal uncle of 'Abdul Haqq 
Dihlawi i s one of the prose works in Persian wri t ten during 
t h i s period. I t i s a "disorderly co l lec t ion of nar ra t ives 
and anecdotes" r e l a t i ng t o the time of the Lodis, BabuT/ 
Humayun and Akbar, of the dynasty of Ghiyas-ud-Din Khalji 
(of Malwa), of Nasir-ud-Din Khalji and Muzaffar Shah of 
Gujatat . Mushtaqi was a great scholar, poet and sa in t of 
h is t ime. He had a r equ i s i t e knowledge of Arabic, Persian 
and Hindi. He wrote poetry in both Persian and Hindi and 
3 
used h is pen-name "Rajan" in Hindi poetry. His work the 
Waqi'at-i-Mushtaqi shows that though he was frcxn a family 
of the h i s to r i ans , he preferred t o co l l ec t himself h i s t o r i c a l 
nar ra t ives for an authentic p resen ta t ion . His work i s of 
very l i t t l e l i t e r a r y importance. Shaikh Farid who helped 
Mushtaqi in get t ing his work compiled^requested Illahdad 
f a i z i Sirhindi to continue the work and to bring i t down 
to the days of Akbar, 
1. Storey i . No. 671, pp. 512-13. 
2. I b id . , 
3 . Ib id . 
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Though "Waqi' a t - i -Hushtaqi" i s bas ica l ly anecdotal, 
i t provides us with valuable information about the works 
of public benef i t s , measures adopted for the development 
of ag r i cu l tu re , and welfare a c t i v i t i e s done for the c i t i z e n s . 
I t a l so contains de t a i l s about the a c t i v i t i e s of the Afghan 
nobles and references about the scholars and sa in t s of the 
f i f t een th and s ixteenth century A.D, The author bses laudatory 
appel la t ions with the names of the Mughal ru le r s but not with 
the Afghan Kings, 
K . 
6, The "Tuhfa-1-Akbar akh^""^ of Abbas Khan Sherwani i s a 
h i s to ry wri t ten in prose during th i s period. I t 
2 i s also known more generally as the "Tarikh-i-sher Shahi", 
I t was wri t ten a t the command of Akbar immediately af te r 
A.H, 994/A.D, 1586. The author. Abbas Khan Sherwani was 
re la ted to Masnad-i-»Ala ' I s a Khan one of the most famous 
nobles of the Lodi and the Sur period. He recorded his knowledge 
very sk i l f u l l y . He has depicted Sher Shah a^ "Sher Khan, the 
1. Rieu i , p, 242. 
2 , E & D. i v , p . 3 0 1 . 
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rebel".But according to Dowson, this work has fortunately 
preserved the "means of forming a judgement of his (Sher 
Shah's) character and talent". However, Dowson considers it 
2 
more to' be a biography than proper history. As Akbar was 
anxious to know the correct details about the life and works 
of Sher Shall* Abbas Khan oarwani made a serious approach to 
the sources relating to the life and achievements of Sher 
Shah and has assessed them with great courage and freedom. 
Abbas has no individual style of his own. However, the infor-
mations supplied by him is utilised by the later historians, 
3 
7, The "Tarikh-i-Alfi" is a renowned hifetory compiled during 
the reign of Akbar, It is a general chronicle of the East 
from the death of the prophet Muhammad (P,B,U,H) down to the 
thousandth year oof the Hijri from which it received the name 
of the "Tarikh-i-Alfi" (or "The History of the Millenium"), 
The work was compiled at the command of Emperor Akbar by a 
body of authors, Mulla Ahmad of Tatta being the chief among 
them. The work of writing^ commenced in A.H, 993/A,D. 1583, 
1, E & D, i v , p . 302 . 
2 , I b i d , 
3 , R ieu , i , p . 117; S to rey^ i. No. 135, p p . 1 1 8 - 2 1 ; Rypka, p . 442. 
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The accounts of the f i r s t t h i r t y five years were writ ten in 
the course of a week by Naqib Khan and some other scholars 
including Badauni. Then the period from the t h i r t y s ix th year 
onwards was entrusted to Mulla Ahmad Ta t t av i . Mu;ia Ahmad 
Tat tavi proceeded on his task t i l l A.H, 996/A.D. 1588, and 
completed two volumes of the work upto the time of Ghazan 
Khan. Then after h is death the work was continued by Asaf 
Khan J afar Beg. Asaf Khan brought i t down to A.H. 997/A'.D. 
1588-89. In A.H. 1000/A.D. 1591-92, Badauni revised the f i r s t 
two volumes by order of Akbar within the period of one year. 
The th i rd volume was given t o Asaf Khan for i t s r ev i s ion . Abul 
Fazl wrote the preface of the Tar ikh- i -Alf i , 
The compilation of the Tarikh-i-Alf i was, in many ways, 
a bold adventure and a novel experiment of Akbar, Asothe work 
was to be arranged within a chronological framework^ X^ =^"2 
recorded year by year according t o the Rihlat e ra . Though i t 
was a d i f f i c u l t job to compile t h i s work as i t required a 
complete conversion of .Hi j r i era to the Rihlat era, but the 
team of authors did i t . 
The Tarikh-i-Alf i was writ ten in a s ty le free from 
ornate and a r t i f i c i a l l i t e r a r y embellishments as was directed 
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by Akbar himself, Akoar ins t ructed not t o use the Arabic 
quotations and verses which were not eas i ly understandable, 
accordingly the s ty le became simple and s t r a i g h t forward. But 
t h i s s impl ic i ty i s lost due to the adoption of the new Rihlat 
the 
e ra , Akbar had o r d e r e d / ccwtqpilers to begin the h i s to ry from 
the date of death of the prophet Muhammad. The subs t i tu t ion 
of the Rihlat era for the Hijra led t o many omissions and 
commissions by the compilers, scr ibes and the modern h i s to r ians , 
As regards the source mater ials for i t s compilation 
there remained hardly any material from the Arabic and the 
Persian works which i s not referred to in the T a r i k h - i - a l t i , 
8, The "Akoarnama" with i t s th i rd volume "Ain-i-Akbari" i s 
a formal h is tory of Akbar's reign down to A,H. lOlO/A.j. 1602. 
I t was compiled by Abul Fazl "Allami", the second son of 
Shaikh Mubarak Nagor^ and the younger brother of Akbar's poet-
laureate , ii'aizi. I t i s divided in to three volumes. The f i r s t 
volume consis ts or two p a r t s . The f i r s t par t contains the 
b i r t h and horoscope of Akoar, geneology of the Turks and 
the House of Timur, h is tory of Babur and Hximayun^»/hile the 
1, Rieu i , p , 247; atorey i . No, 709, pp, 551-59, 
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second par t contains the h i s tory of Akbar's reign from the 
accession to the end of h is seventeenth regnal year. The 
second volume i s the continuation of the f i r s t volume from 
the eighteenth regnal year to the fo r ty - s ix th . The th i rd 
volume bearing an independent t i t l e "Ain-i-AJ?bari" and divided 
i n to five daftar, contains a de ta i led account of the royal 
establishments, the administration and the s t a t i s t i c s of the 
empire, the creeds and the i n s t i t u t i o n s of the Hindxis, 
The work i s based on materials sx:5>plied at the royal 
order and sxjpported by evidence and r e l i a b l e documents. These 
include pr iva te memoirs, o f f i c i a l records, royal proclamations 
l e t t e r s and repor ts of the p r inc ipa l off icers of s t a t e . The 
work was continued and completed with a l l care by i t s author 
under the sij^^ervision of Emperor Akbar himself. 
Abul Fazl was a man of v e r s a t i l e genius. Himself a scholar, 
h i s to r ian , philosopher, statesman and commander of Akbar's 
army^he worked day and night for seven long years . He exhausted 
a l l materials and data col lected l ike a sk i l fu l a r t i s t . He 
had the experience at»out the prevai l ing s i tua t ion in the 
131 
soc ie ty . Influenced by the doctr ines of the renowned 
philosophers of the world he imbibed a l i be ra l outlook in 
re l ig ious a f f a i r s . His aim was t o highl ight the personal i ty 
of Akbar and his achievements in various f i e l d s . He wanted 
to preserve them in tl^e pages of h i s tory for the coming 
generat ions . He added something new and or ig ina l in h is plan. 
This extended the scope and conspectxas of h i s to ry and brought 
a change in the historiography of medieval India , SoinetimeAhe 
mentions the global terms a l so . He compares the conditions 
of India with those in Iran,Turkey, Mawara-xin-Nahr and other 
p laces . In short he includes in his Akbarnama a l l so r t s of 
information from the revenues of a province to the cost of 
a pineapple and from the organisation of an army to the 
shape of a cnadles t ick" . Thus the Ain-i-Akbari, according 
to J a r r e t t "c rys ta l i ses and records in brief, for a l l time, 
the s t a t e of Hindu learning, and besides i t s s t a t i s t i c a l 
u t i l i t y , serves an admirable t r e a t i s e of reference on numerous 
branches of Brahmanical science and manners, be l i e f s , t r a d i -
t ions and indigenous lore which for most par t wi l l long 
continue t he i r hold on the popular mind". 
1, Ain-1-Akbari i i i , J a r r e t t , pp, 29-125. 
2, J a r r e t t , p . v i , 
3, I b id , , p , i x . 
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Abul Fazl has written his*'Akbarnama*'in the highly 
ornate style of the Mongol historians who considered hyper-
bolic language, and g^ uaint and stiff phraseology to oe the 
very essence of literary perfection, Abul Fazl was, without 
doubt, one of the most accomplished masters of Persian prose 
of medieval India. But his style of presentation in the 
'Akbarnama'shows that it is not free from serious defects. 
His language is highly ornate and florid.tSentences are 
unnecessarily lengthy^and the use of endless metaphors, 
allusions and allegories have made it very difficult to 
translate the passages. The clever dv:plication of the words 
puzzles the reader and throws him into a whirpool of confusion. 
Abundant use of rhetorics gives the impression of being a 
mask rather than an embellishment. The Ain-i-Akbari as a 
manual of Mughal administration suffers from serious defects 
The style is completely unsuitable, for an administrative 
manual. It gives no idea of the stages of evolution through 
which different Mughal institutions passed. Besides, Abul 
Fazl does not inform^ us about the authors of various admin-
istrative measures. Both the Akbarnama and the Ain-i-Akbari** 
describe only the glories of Akbar. The real authors of 
some very important administrative changes like Tqdarmal, 
Shah Mansur and others are deprived of their due share of praise. 
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According t o S i r Jadunath Sarkar, Abul Fazl gives us an ideal 
p i c tu re "instead of giving us a fa i thful descr ip t ion of the 
administrat ion in i t s ac tua l working**. 
Like •• Ain-i-Akbari, •• the "Akbamaraa* has a lso serious 
defects of a governmental publ icat ion. I t gives a biased view 
and the author i s not fai thful in giving us an honest version. 
I t i s fu l l of f l a t t e r y and abunds in landatory terms. The 
accounts and estimates of Akbar's enemies are uncharitable^ mis-
leading and incor rec t , Abul Fazl has done many s imilar in jus t ices 
towards those who opposed the Mughal r u l e r s . Not withstanding 
these defects the "Akbarnama" i s a p r ice less work as being based 
on f i r s t hand materials so far as the h is tory of Akbar's reign 
i s concerned, y 
2 
9, The "Muntakhab-ut-Tawarikh" a lso known as "Tarikh-i-Badauni" 
i s a general h i s to ry of India in three volumes from the Mohammadan 
conquest to the fo r t i e th regnal year of emperor Akbar 
( i , e from A,H. 367/A,D. 997-98 to A,H, 1004/ A.D. 1595-96), 
I t s th i rd Volume contains biographies of contemporary "^'^ 
1, Sarkar, p, 257 
2, Rieu, i , p ,222 ; Storey i . No. 614, pp, 435-40; Rypka,p,448. 
135 
Shaikhs, scholars, physicians and poets and other men of 
learning. I t was wri t ten by AJodul Uadir bin Mulk Shah Badaxani 
commonly known as Badauni^ in Persian prose, Badauni conuneinded 
the writ ing of. . this h i s tory in A.H. 1003. I t i s based on the 
Tarikh-i-Mubarakshahi and the Nizam-ut-Tawarikh. But the 
work contains much or ig ina l information a l so . The work was 
intended for the pos t e r i t y and was to be kept secre t during 
the l i fe- t ime of the author. 
I t i s the only work of t h i s period which b i t t e r l y 
c r i t i c i s e s the monarch and h is supporters but i t a lso shows 
the r i g id and fanat ic a t t i tude of i t s author. No doubt 
Badauni was well versed in h is tory , theology, sufism, 
l i t e r a t u r e and music. He played a prominent pajft in the 
l i t e r a r y c i r c l e s of Akbar's period, Badauni/mad fr iendly 
r e l a t ion with Akoar for sometime but he s t a r t ed his b i t t e r 
c r i t i c i sm when Akbar adopted a l i be ra l re l ig ious po l icy . 
Akbar's interference with re l ig ious matters disgusted him. 
His orthouoxy brougnt him out of the f i rendly c i r c l e of 
Akbar. He turned in to a s tern c r i t i c and an opponent 
1. Nizam-ut-Tawcirikh' was wri t ten by Nizara-ud-Din Ahir.ad 
Bakshi, and the work i s a lso known to the nameS^'larikn 
-i-Ni2ami''and"Tabaqat-i-Akbarshahi:' 
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of Akbar. He vehemently opposed Akbar's innovations and 
experiments in r e l i g ion . He gave vent to his feel ings by 
b i t t e r l y c r i t i c i s i n g cer ta in p e r s o n a l i t i e s . But the book 
contains very useful information and hence i t s impbrtance 
cannot be underrated. I t svjpplies us some h i s t o r i c a l informa-
t ions about the factors which worked for the fa i lu re of Akbar's 
r e l ig ious p o l i c i e s . As Abul Fazl was a blind supporter and an 
easy f l a t t e r e r of Akbar, Badauni worked as a s tern c r i t i c 
and a Strong opponent of the Einperor. This contras t provided 
by Baaauni workea as a correc t ive measure. However, some 
personal handicaps and shortcomings of the author have dimini-
shed the value of h is work. Thorough out h i s work Hadauni bears 
his feelingsof jealousy and severe hatred against tne favourites 
of Emperor Akbar and does not Spare even those who favoured him. 
His ego and se l f conceit i s a lso expressed in h is wri t ings . He 
did not recognise the merit of others who were njore gif ted than 
himself. He openly c r i t i c i s e s ^nd condemnsthem Notwithstanding 
these, Badauni occupied a permanent place in the histr iography 
of medieval India . He extended the scope and conspectus of 
h i s tory wri t ing . Apart from hia f ana t i ca l views, the*'Muntakh9b-
ut-Tawarik^ of Badauni supp;.ies us most valuable information 
about the r e l ig ious and i n t e l l e c t u a l h is tory of medieval India , 
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Throughout his Muntakhab-ut-Tawarikh, Badauni has 
incorporated a s ty l e of presentat ion which i s very simple and 
p la in but piquant and with an inimitable touch of r i d i cu l e 
and s a t i r e . His s ty l e of prose i s d i r ec t and lucid, and he i s 
able t o convey h i s thoughts to the reader in an impressive 
manner. His expressions are t e r se and p rec i se . 
10 . The "Na&is-ujJ-Ma*asij^ of Abdul Latif Qazwini is one of 
the most valuable and authentic Persian prose works of the 
period under consideration. The work was commenced in A,H,973/ 
A.D, 1689. The historical portion of the work comes upto 
A.H. 982/A.D, 1574. T^e internal evidence shows that it was 
continued till A.H, 998/A,L), I589 and was dedicated to Akbar, 
The Nafeis-u^-Ma'asir is a valuable source for the 
literary history of this period. It si;5jplies the detailed 
and critical account of the Persian poets of the 16th century. 
It discusses the early history of Persian verse and the 
relation between music and poetry. Some of the contemporary 
historian like Badauni and 'Arif Uanciahari losed Nafd.s-ul 
»> ' 2 
Ma'sir as the source material for their compositions. Abdul 
in 
1. The earliest known MS. of Nafis-ul-Ma'asir i^the A.M. U. 
Library. It was transcribed in A.H. 1085/A.D. 1674, Dr. 
Ummihani Fakhr-uz-Zaman has prepared a critical edition 
of the Nafis-ul-Ma'asir on the basis of all available MSS, 
2. Badauni iii, p, 170; -. _ .-Arif • . , pp. 131-32, 164. 
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Latif Qazwini was well-versed in Persian prose and wrote 
his work in a simple^straight-torward and unaffected style. 
It shows the extent of his learning and mastery over the 
Arabic and the Persian classics. It also gives anple evidence 
of the author's ability as a critic and keen observer. 
11. The "Akbarnama" of Illahdad Faizi Sirhindi is a history 
of Akbar down to A.H. 1010/A.D. 1601. Illahiiad began his work 
independently of his recension of Jauhar's Tazkii^a-i-Waqia't, 
at the suggestion of Nawab Murtaza Khan Shaikh Farid. It was 
written mainly on the basis of the Tabaqat-i-Akbarshahi of 
t< if 
Nizamxid-Din A^mad and the Akbarnama of Abul Fazl . I l l ahdad ' s 
s ty l e i s "graceful without being ornate and simple without 
2 
being ins ip id" , and his s ty le can be cal led a beaut i ful comp-
romise between Abul Fazl and Nizam-ud Din Ahmad. There i s ease 
and f e l i c i t y in h i s wri t ings, and c l a r i t y and vividness in his 
thought and expression. I t i s of utmost importance for h i s t o r i c a l 
study. In the words of Prof. Nizami the Akbarnama'of I l lahdad 
Faizi i s "a mine of information for reconstruct ing the l i f e 
and achievements of Nawab Murtaza Khan,,^aikh Farid and several 
3 
Mughal nobles of the period". 
1, Storey i. No, 701, pp. 551-52. 
2. K.A. Nizami, "Persian Li te ra ture Under Akbar", Medieval 
India Quarterly i i i . No. 4, April , 1958, p . 320. 
3. Ib id . 
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12. The "Tabaqat-i-Akbar Shahi" •*• of Nizam-ud Din Ahmad bin 
Muqim al-Haravi i s one of the e a r l i e s t general h i s t o r i e s of 
India writ ten during the reign of A]<bar. I t i s usually cal led 
Tabaqat-i-Akbari, while the author named i t Tabaqat-i-Akbar 
Shahi and also some times cal led Tarikh-i-Nizami, I t was 
wri t ten in A.H. lOOl/A.D. 1592-93. However, the work i s brought 
down t o A.H. 1002/A.D. 1593-94, the t h i r t y - e igh th regnal year 
of Akbar. The book cons is t s of a muqaddama, and nine tabaqat 
t r ea t ing of the dynasties that ruled in India from the time 
of the Ghaznavids to tha t / the great Mughals t o the t h i r t y -
seventh regnal year . of Akbar, and a Khatima i . e . the concluding 
chapter dealing with geography. 
The Tabaqat-i-Akbar Shahi i s a valuable source of 
information for the medieval Indian his t r iography, Nizam-ud-
Din has introduced a new model in h i s to ry wri t ing . He deals 
only with the events and incidents tha t occured in India . He 
cannot be said t o have been polluted with view-points and 
prejudices in representing the facts and i t has increased the 
value of the work. But from the l i t e r a r y point of view, i t can 
be cal led a du l l and dry records/ of the ^fact, as the s ty le i s 
very ins ip id and monotnous. 
1. Rieu, i , pp. 220-21; Storey i . No. 613, pp. 433-35; 
Rypka, p . 448, 
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Besides t he se works of high order desc r ibed above, 
t he h i s t o r i c a l l i t e r a t u r e i nc ludes many other works in 
Pe r s i an prose ccxnpiled dur ing the r e i g n of Akbar. 
13. "Zikrul-Mulk"^ or the "Tarikh~i~Haqqi" : The "Z ik r -u l 
Mulk", commonly known as the "Tar ikh- i -Haqqi" of Abdul Haqq 
bin Saif -ud-Din Dih lawi known as "Haqqi" i s a gene ra l h i s t o r y 
from the t ime of Muiz-ud-Din Muhairanad bin Sam t o t h e r e ign 
of Akbar. I t was compiled in A.H. 1005. The work was founded 
upon the T a b a q a t - i - N a s i r i , the T a r i k h - i - B a r a n i and the 
Tar ikh- i -Bahadur Shahi, a h i s t o r y ded ica ted t o Sul tan Bahadur 
Shah of Gu ja r a t . But for the l a t e r per iod from the r e ign 
of Su l tan Bahlul Lodi t o the r e i g n of Akbar, he depended 
on o r a l t r a d i t i o n s and h i s own pe r sona l o b s e r v a t i o n s . Fur the r , 
t he author informs us (in a s ta tement in a conclus ion in 
B.M.Ms Addl, 16701) t h a t he had not b r ing down in h i s work 
the h i s t o r y of the i->eccan fol lowing the A.ri. 937 and had 
given a scan ty account of the r u l e r s of Sind and Kashmir. 
Abdul Haqq's son Nur-ul-Haqq was reques ted by Nawab Murtaza Khan 
Shaikh Far id t o complete the Ta r ikh - i -Haqq i . During the r e i ^ n 
1. Rieu i , p . 223. 
2 . I b i d . 
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Of Jahang i r , Nur-ul-Haqq wrote h i s Zubdat - l t -Tawar ikh which 
can be ca l ed t h e ccwjtinuation of t h e T a r l k h - i - H a q q i . Haji 
Rafi-xid-Din Muradabadi, a pi5>il of Shah Wall i j f j i e l h i a l s o 
wrote a supplement t o the 2ikr-ul-Mulk of Abdul Haqq Haqqi. 
The "Jazb-ul~Qulub * i la Dlvar a l Mahbub" ^ i s a l s o a work on 
hifetory and topography of Madina by Nod-ul Haqq Oibla-wi prod-aced 
in the r e i g n of Akbar. He began h i s work a t Madina in course 
of h i s s t ay t h e r e in A.H. 998/A.D. 1589-90 while on a p i l g r i -
mage t o Mecca and completed i t a t Delhi i n A.H. lOOl/A.D, 
1592-93.'* 
14.**Tarikh-i-Khandan-i-Tlmuriva' ' : The "Tar ikh-1-Khandan- i -
Timuriva" by an unknown author i s a work on the h i s t o r y of 
Timur and h i s successors t o the twenty-second r e g n a l year of 
Akbar. A magnif icent and b e a u t i f u l l y i l l u s t r a t e d manuscr ipt 
of the work i s a v a i l a b l e a t BanKipur L ib ra ry , The t i t l e of 
1. Storey i , p p . 441-42. 
2 . K.A. Nizami, "Pers ian Ju i te ra ture Under Akbar"/ Medieval 
I n d i a Quar te r ly i i i . No. 4^ Apr i l , 1958, p . 325. 
3 . S torey i . No. 607, pp . 427-28; Rypka, p . 462. 
4 . I b i d . ? I b i d ; 
5 . I b i d . , No. 367, pp . 298-99; 
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t h e work i s not w r i t t e n on the manuscr ip t . Storey informs 
us t h a t Abdul Muqtadir suggested i t t o be t h e ^h ing i z Nama 
on t h e assumption t h a t Abul Faz l mentioned n ine works which 
were i l l u s t r a t e d for Akbar by h i s c o u r t p a i n t e r s and t h a t out 
of those n ine , only one was t o be ident i f ied ,However , t he t i t l e 
Tarikh-i-Khand'- i -Timuriya has been der ived from a d e s c r i p t i o n 
i t con t a ined . Shr i Ram Sharma says "So fa r i t s i l l u t r a t i o n s 
have rece ived more a t t e n t i o n than the t e x t . I t i s t h e e a r l i e s t 
w r i t t e n account of Akbar ' s r e i g n and as such a very va luab le 
2 
commentary t h e r e o n " , 
f« »> 3 
Malmai al-Akhbart The "Majmai-al-Akhbar" of Muhammad Shar i f 
"Wuqui" Husaini Nishapur i i s a compendium h i s t o r y compiled 
dur ing the r e i g n of Akbar. I t was cont inued down t o ^ .H,1000/ 
A.D. 1591-92. The author Muhammad Shar i f "Wuqui" Husaini was 
frpm a Sayyid family of Nishapur . He en te red the s e r v i c e of 
Akbar for the second time in A.H. 998/A.D. 1590. He d ied at 
Lahore in A.H, 1002/A,D. 1593-94, An e x c e l l e n t c a l l i g r a p h i s t 
and a l e t t e r w r i t e r , he was we l l - acqua in ted i n h i s t o r y . He 
1, S torey i , pp . 298-99. 
2 , Sharma p . 5 4 ; 
3 , S torey i . No. 136, p . 122, 
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d iv ided h i s h i s t o r y the Majmai al-Akhbar i n t o two maqalas . 
The f i r s t maqala c o n t a i n s t h e h i s t o r y of P re - I s l amic I n d i a 
while t h e second maqala , the I s l amic h i s t o r y of I n d i a down t o 
A.H. 1000/A,D. 1591-92. 
15. The " S h a r i s t a n " or "Sha r i s t an - i -Chaha r Chaman" : The 
" S h a r i s t a n " or "Sha r i s t an - i -Chaha r Chaman" of Farzana Bahrain 
b in Parhad bin I spand iyar Yaadani i s a l s o a work on h i s t o r y 
compiled during the r e ign of Akbar but i t does not dea l with 
t h e h i s t o r y of Akbar. Farzana Bahram was a pvJ5)il of Azar Kaiwan, 
the g r e a t aporstle of the S ipas i or A^badi Sect of t h e P a r s e e s . 
Azar Kaiwan died a t Patna, the head -qua r t e r of the s e c t in 
2 * 
A.H. 1027/A.D. 1618. According t q / b i b l i o g r a p h i c a l no te by 
3 
Rieu, Farzana Bahram had w r i t t e n h i s "Sha r i s t an" or "Shar i s t an 
- i -Chahar Chaman" dur ing r e ign of Akbar. 
Farzana Bahram div ided h i s work in four Charaans as such 
(1) Q»n the c r e a t i o n of t h e P i shdad ians , (2) On the Kiyanians , 
(3) 0>n the Ashkapians and t h e Sas^^ ians , and (4) On the Aza r i t e s 
from t h e f i r s t Sasan t o Azar Kaiwan. 
1. S torey i . No. 326, pp.245-461 
2 . Rieu i , p . 141. 
3 . I b i d i i ., p . 479. 
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16. T a r l k h - i - S l n d t The "Ta r ikh - i -S ind" , a l s o known as t h e 
"Tarikh-i-Masumi" of Mir Muhammad Masiam, surnamed fNami" i s 
a h i s t o r y of Sind from the Muhammadan conquest t o i t s f i n a l 
absorp t ion by Akbar, I t s author Hir Muhammad Masum Nami 
belonged t o a Sayyid family of T'irmiz which had s e t t l e d long 
e 
back in Qandahar. His f a the r iiayyid S a f a ' i - a l ^ H u s a i n i h^ld the 
o f f i c e of Sha ikhul - I s lam for many years i n Bhakkar ( in Sind) 
and died t h e r e i i n A.H. 998 a f t e r along s e r v i c e . After h i s 
f a t h e r ' s dea th Mir Muhammad Masum went t o G u j ^ a t and came 
i n t o c o n t a c t with Nizam-ud-Din Ahmad, t h e author of Tabaqat-
- i - A k b a r i ^ There he developed a t a s t e for h i s t o r i c a l r e sea rches , 
Then he en te red the s e r v i c e of Akbar i n A.H. 1003-04 in the 
f o r t i e t h r egna l yea r . Akbar^sent him t o Shah Abbas of E e r s i a 
on a mission i n A.H. 1012, Mir Muhammad Masum r e t u r n e d t o h i s 
n a t i v e c i t y Bhakkar in A.H. 1015 and "died t h e r e s h o r t l y a f t e r . 
(^ if 
Mir Muhammad Masum completed h i s T a r i k h - i - S i n d probably 
in a.H, 1008 a f t e r long de lay for the b e n e f i t of h i s son Mir 
Buzurg. The work i s d iv ided i n t o four p a r t s c a l l e d j u z . The 
l a s t p o r t i o n concludes with the death of Mirza J a n i Beg in 
A.H. 1008. 
1. Rieu i , p . 991 . 
145 
The Tarikh-i-Sind of Mir Masum Nami i s considered as 
one of the most important and valuable works on local h i s to ry 
in Persian prose. I t supplies us a basic and f i r s t hand 
knowledge about Sind and India . I t i s the f i r s t of i t s kind 
wri t ten in Persian and can be cal led the prototype and model 
U 
of la ter wri ters of other local h i s t o r i e s l ike the Tar ikh- i -
?' ft J? (i )i 
Tahir i , the Tarkhan Nama, and i^eglar Nama e t c . . The f i r s t 
section of the Tarikh-i-Sind was perhaps writ ten on the bas is 
of the Chach Nama, so i t i s not much important. The second 
sect ion containing the h i s tory of Sind under the ru l e r s of 
Delhi i s a lso not so much important as there were other 
h i s t o r i e s l ike the Tarikh-i-Mubarak Shahi, the Tabaqat- i-
Nasiri^and the Tarikh-i-Firuzshahi 'of Barani, But the th i rd 
and the fourth sect ions contain the accounts of Sultan 
Mahmud Khan of Bhakkar and also of the conquest of Sind by 
Abdur Rahim Khaprf-i-Khanan, I t i s an important and very 
valuable h i s to ry as the author was himself the eye witness 
/ 
of the facts and incidents he has depicted in his work. 
This work has i t s own l i t e r a r y mer i t s . I t i s 
writ ten in a simple, s t r a igh t forward s t y l e . Sentences 
are c lear and free from any in t r i cacy . The signif icance of 
14G 
s t y l e l i e s in the use of synonymous words and sen tences , 
the use of quo t a t i ons from the Quranic ve r se s and t r a d i t i o n , 
p o e t r y , f i g u r e s of speech and r h e t o r i c a l embel l i shments . 
Only on c e r t a i n occas ions l i k e the p re face and the i n t r o d u c t o r y 
speeches of t h e t i t l e pages, specimen of rhymed prose can be 
seen . Save t h i s t he other p a r t s of t h e t e x t are f ree from 
a r t i f i c i a l i t y and l i t e r a r y d i f f i c u l t i e s , 
BIOGRAPHY 
i t y 
Maj alis-ul-M'uminin; 
The "Majalis-ul-M*uminin" i s a biographical prose 
work in Persian produced in the reign of Akbar, I t was wri t ten 
by Sayyid Nurullah bin Sayyid Sharif ul-Ma*rashial-Husaini a l -
Shustar i , commonly cal led Qazi Nurullah. 
Qazi Nurullah Shustari , the author of the Majal is-ul-
M*uminin belonged t o an i l l u s t r i o u s family of the Mara'shi 
Sayyids se t t l ed in Shustar in I r an . He was born at Shustar 
in A.H. 956/A.D. 1549. In h is ear ly manhood he went to 
Mashhad and subsequently came to India and se t t l ed down 
1. ^ieu i , p . 337; Storey i . No.1574, pp.1126-29; Rypka, p.452 
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a t Lahore. In about A.H. 994/A.D. 1586 or A.H, 995/A,D. 
1587, he was p resen ted before the Emperor Akbar who appointed 
him the Qazi of Lahore in p l ace of Qazi M'uin on h i s r e t i r e -
ment due t o i n f i r m i t y of old age. Abdul Uadir Badauni speaks 
of him h igh ly t h a t though he was a man of S h i ' a f a i t h , he 
was j u s t , p ious and a learned man. But the un-mi t iga ted 
Sh i ' a i sm of h i s Majal is roused t h e i r e of the Sunnis a t 
whose i n s t i g a t i o n he was flogged t o dea th by order of Jahangi r 
on the 18th Juraada i i , A.H. 1019/A.D, 1610. He seems t o have 
spent h i s l a s t years a t Agra. He i s c a l l e d Shahid - t S a l i s 
(mar ty r ) by the S h i ' i t e s and g l o r i o u s t r i b u t e s a re pa id t o him 
every yea r . 
Qazi Nurul lah was both a poet of fame and a renowntd 
prose w r i t e r in P e r s i a n . He i s the author of many works l i k e 
Al-Haqq:. -ul-Haqq, Kashf-ul- 'Awar, Asrah Kamilahv Musai^-un-
Nawasib, Ishq-ul-Haqq, Hashiya ' a l a - T a f s i r a l -Baidawi and 
o t h e r s . 
Of a l l the works of Qazi Nurul lah t h e M a j a l i s - u l 
M'uminin i s the b e s t . The author began i t s compi la t ion in 
1. Badauni i i i , p . 1 3 7 . 
2 . Rieu i , p . 337. 
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A.H. 993/A.D. 1585 at Lahore, and completed in the 
23rd Zulqada, A.H. 1010/A,D. 1602. The work is divided into 
an introduction (Fatiha) and twelve Majalis. It deals with 
the lives of the eminent men ranging from saints to rulers 
who held the Shi'a faith from the beginning of Islam to the 
rise of the Safavid dynasty.The twelfth and the last Majalis 
deals with Persian poets, "^he main object of this vast 
compilation, as the author informs in his introduction and 
also in the conclusion was to prove that the Shi'a faith 
was not a new doctrine, as asserted by its adversaries^ but 
that it was professed by eminent men during all the periods 
2 
of Islam. 
In t h e f i e l d of Indo-Pers ian p rose l i t e r a t u r e produced 
in the re ign of Akbar, the name of '^bdul Haqq Dihlawi deserves 
mention, a l though he compiled h i s works remaining ou t s ide the 
can^jus of t h e c o u r t l i f e . He c o n t r i b u t e d in almost a l l the 
f i e l d s of Muslim l ea rn ing . 
Abdul Haqq "Haqqi" bin Saif-ud-Din Dihlawi Bukhari 
Turki was a g r e a t s a i n t , an eminent scho la r and a p r o l i f i c 
1. Rieu i , pp . 337-38; Rypka, p . 452. 
2 . Rieu i , pp . 337-38. 
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author of h i s t i m e . He was born a t Delhi i n A . H . 9 5 8 / A , D . 
1558. In A.H. 996/A.D. 1587 he went on p i lg r image t o Mecca 
and s tayed t h e r e for more than two y e a r s . He s tud i ed t r a d i -
t i o n and sufism under Abdul Wahhab Muttaqi §md o t h e r s . He 
died in A.H. 1052/A.D. 1642 and was bur ied a t D e l h i . 
Abdul Haqq Dihlawi i s sa id t o have compiled more than 
one hundred books . The b e s t known i n the f i e l d of b i o g r a p h i c a l 
l i t e r a t u r e are ( i ) Alobar-ul-Akhiyar f i Asar -u l Abrar; (2) 
Madarij-um-Nubuwat; (3) Zadul-Muttaqin f i S u l u k - i - T a r i q - u l -
Yaqin; and (4) Zubdat-ul-Asar Muntakhab-i-Bahjat al-A^rar."^ 
(1) Akljtbar-ul-Akhlyar f i Asar -u l -Abrar : 
The "Akhbar-ul-Akhiyar f i Asar -u l Abrar"^ of Abdul 
Haqq Dihlawi i s one of the most famous Pe r s i an prose works 
in b i o g r a p h i c a l l i t e r a t u r e . I t was compiled by the author 
before A.H. 966/A.D. 1588, but r ev i s ed and completed in 
A.H. 999/A.D. 1590-91. I t c o n t a i n s an.account of t he l i v e s 
of t he s a i n t s and p ious Shaikhs who l ived in I nd i a f rop 
1. Rieu, i , pp . 355-56, 
2 . Storey i , pp . 978-80. 
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the time of Khwaja Mu*in-ud Din to the close of the 
tenth century of the Hijra. The narrative is preceded by 
a notice of Abdul Qadir Jilani and followed by a Khatima 
or takmila on the author's ancestors and his own life.-
(i )> 
(2) Madari1-un-Nubuwatt 
The "Madarij-un-Nubuwat"^ of Abdul Haqq Dihlawi i s 
another b i o g r a p h i c a l prose work in Pe r s i an w r i t t e n dur ing 
the r e i g n of Akbar. I t c o n t a i n s a d e t a i l e d biography of 
the prophet Muhanimad (P.B.U.H) in f i ve qisms and a Khatima. 
According t o Rypka " the Madarij un-Nubuwat' w r i t t e n by an 
Ind ian scholar Abdul Haqq Dihlawi enjoyed the g r e a t e s t 
p o p u l a r i t y among t h e o r i g i n a l works in Persian*^ 
(3) Zad-ul-Muttaqin f i S u l u k - i - T a r i q - u i y a q i n ; 
The "Zad-ul-Muttaqin f i Su luk- i -Tar iq -u l -Yaq in"^ of 
Abdul Haqq Dihlawi i s another b iog raph ica l work w r i t t e n in 
Pe r s i an prose dur ing the per iod of Akbar. I t was w r i t t e n 
in A.H. 1003/A.D. 1594-95. The work i s devoted t o the l i v e s 
1. S torey i . No.243,. p p . 194-95; Rieu i i , p . 863; Rypka, p . 4 5 0 . 
2 . Rypka, p . 450. 
3 . S torey i . No, 1298; pp . 978-80; Rieu i , p . 356. 
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of two Indian s a i n t s 'A l l Muttaqi and Abdul Wahhab who 
l ived in Mecca in the t e n t h cet i tury of the H i j r a , with s h o r t 
no t ices of the Shaikhs and Faq i r s who dwelt t h e r e a t t h e 
same p e r i o d . The work c o n t a i n s informat ion about t h e au thors 
knowledge of sufism and Hadis s tud ied under Abdul Wahhab and 
a l s o the in format ions ga thered i n Mecca. I t i s d iv ided 
i n t o t h r e e p a r t s - ( i ) Life of 'Al i bin Husam-ud-Din Mut taq i ; 
( i i ) Life of Abdul Wahhab bin Wali Ullah Mut taqi ; and ( i i i ) 
Not ices of some contemporary Shaikhs and Faq i r s in Meq£a«" 
(4) "zubdat -u l -Asar Muntakhab-i-Bahjat al-Asrar!? 
The "Zubdat ul-Asar Muntakhab-i-Bahjat a l -As ra r "^ of 
Abdul Haqq Dihlawi i s a l s o another b i o g r a p h i c a l prose work 
in Pers ian compiled in the pe r iod under c o u s i d e r a t i o n . I t 
i s the abridgement of a l - S h a t t a n u f 2 ' s l i f e of Shaikh Abdul 
Qadir J i l a n i . 
The "Butkhana" of Mulla Muhammad Sufi Mazandarani known as 
3 
"Muhammad" i s one of the most famous and va luab le Pers ian 
p rose works in b iog raph i ca l l i t e r a t u r e of Akbar ' s p e r i o d . 
1. Rieu i , p . 356; S torey i , pp . 978-80. 
2 . S to reyx i , No. 1298, pp . 978-80; Aln - i -Akbar i ( t r . Blochman) 
p . 590. 
3 . I b i d . , No. 1112, pp .807-08 . 
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Mulla Muhammad Sufi Mazandarani^ the author of 
a ft 
Butkhana was a versatile poet, mystic, traveller and a 
celebrated person of his time. He was born at Atnul, 
Early in life he migrated to Shiraz, and lived there for 
a long period. He travelled to most of the places of Persia. 
In the reign of Akbar he came to India and settled at 
Ahmedabad. Ther^. he became a teacher and friend of Mir 
Sayyid Jalal Bujchari, a member of a saintly Gujarati family^ 
who later in A.H. 1052/A.D. 1642 became the Sadr of Hindustan, 
There he enjoyed the companionship of the poet Naziri 
Nishapuri and was repeatedly visited by Taqi Auj^ adi. T^us 
in 
he travelled/most parts of India also. It is said that he 
was summoned to the court ot Jahangir, and died on the way 
at Sirhind in A.H. 1032/A.D. 1623 or A.H. 1035/A, D. 1625-26. 
He was one of the best poets of his time who composed almost 
all the varieties of Persian verses. His diwan is still 
extant. 
The Butkhana of Muhammad Sufi Mazamdarani was compiled 
in collaboration with Hasan Beg Khaki who was sent as Bakhshi 
to Gujarat in A.H. 1007/A.D. 1598-99.'^  It contains a large 
1. Storey i, pp. 807-08. 
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se lec t ion fran the diwans of one hundred twenty s ix poets , 
mostly early, compiled in A.H, 10lO/A,D. 1601-02, but ampli-
fied by Abdul Latif bin Abdullah Abbasi Guj / ra t i in A.H. 1021/ 
A.D. 1612-13, and a preface and biographies of the poets 
e n t i t l e d "Khulasa-i-Ahwal-ush-Shuar5 have also been prefixed 
b y h i m . •'• 
The "Khulasat-ul-Hayat" of Mulla Ahmad bin Nasrullah 
Tat tavi i s another book in Persian prose on biography produced 
in the period of Akbar. Mulla Ahmad Tat tavi was one of the 
learned gzoxjp of Akbar's cour t . He was the chief compiler 
of the Tar ikh- i -Alf i . He was murdered at Lahore in A.H, 996/ 
A.D, 1588.-^ 
The Khulasat-ul-Hayat i s one of the valuable monuments 
in the biographical l i t e r a t u r e of Akbar's period. I t was 
wri t ten at the request of Hakim Abul Path bin ^bdur Razzaq 
Gilani , one of the personal physicians of Akbar^court. I t 
deals with the l ives and sayings of the philosophers. I t i s 
1. Storey i , pp. 807-08. 
2. I b id . , No. 1498, pp. 1109-10; Rieu i i i , p . 1034. 
3. I b id . , pp. 109-10. 
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d iv ided i n t o a F a t i h a con ta in ing f ive i n t r o d u c t o r y 
d i s c o u r s e s , two maqsads on p r e - I s l a m i c and I s l amic 
w 
ph i lo sophe r s respec t ive ; .y , and a khatima^^j*^^Uj .^ , As 
1 be'en "' 
s t o r e y informs us, the work seems t o h a v e / l e f t un f in i shed . 
2 The "Haft Iq l im" of Amin Ahmad Razi i s a l s o one of the most 
c e l e b r a t e d b i o g r a p h i c a l works i n Pers ian prose w r i t t e n in the 
pe r iod under c o n s i d e r a t i o n . I t s author Amin ibn Ahmad Razi 
was born at Ray', His f a the r Mirza Ahmad Razi was a f a v o u r i t e 
of Shah Tahmasp and was for some years Kalantox. Khwaja 
Muhammad Shar i f 'Haza r l 'Raz i who was wazir of Khurasaa?, 
Yazd and Isfahan s u c c e s s i v e l y was h i s p a t e r n a l uncle , and 
I t imad-ud-Daula (GhiyaJBeg bin Muhammad S h a r i f ) , th6 f a the r 
of Nurjahan was h i s f i r s t c o u s i n . Amin Ahmad Razi l ived i n 
3 
I n d i a for about f i f t e e n y e a r s . 
The Haft Iq l im was w r i t t e n by Amin Ahmad Razi when 
he was l i v i n g in Ind ia and a t t ached t o t h e cour t of Akbar, 
I t was completed i n A,H. 1002/A,D, 1593-94.* I t c o n t a i n s 
1, S torey i , pp , 109-10. 
2 , I b i d . , No. 1649, p . 1169. 
3 , Badauni i i i , p . 263. 
4 , S torey i , p , 1169. 
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biographical notices of about one thousand five hundred 
and sixty poets, saints, scholars and other celebrated persons. 
These are arranged geographically, under their town and 
countries, of which in many cases geographical accounts are 
1 t( »» 
given. The Haft Iqlim i s a more valuable Persian prose work 
from the point of view of the h i s tory of Persian l i t e r a t u r e . 
I t gives us information about the l i f e and works of the 
important Persian poets and scholars , ^^  
The "Khulasat-ul-Asha*r wa-2ubdat ul-Afkar"^ of 
Taqi-ud-Din Mxjhammad 2 ikr i known as "Taqi Kashi", the famous 
poet of Akbar's court i s one of the biographical works of 
t ha t period. The work contains excel lent se lec t ion of verses 
and precise biographical d e t a i l s beginning with the e a r l i e s t 
times and including contemporary poe ts . The work was completed 
in A.H, 993/A.D. 1583^ ^ 
0 
1. Storey i , p , 1169, 
2. Ib id , , No. 1105, p . 803; Rypka, p , 453, 
3. Ib id . 
15G 
TRANSLATIONS IN PERSIAN FROM OTHER LANGUAGES 
1. The **Mahabharata"; 
The "Mahabharata"^ was translated in A.H. 990 by the 
order of Akbar from Sanskrit into Persian by a body of 
eminent scholars. Among them Mulla ^bdul Qadir Badauni, 
Mulla Sheri, Naqib Khan and Muhammad Thanesari wrote the 
literal version of the Mahabharata in Persian prose. Shaikh 
2 
Faizi was asked to rewrite it in elegant prose. It was 
named "Razm Nama" by Emperor Akbar and two fairly illustrated 
3 
copies were made by his order. Abdul Fazl wrote the preface 
of the translation of the'Mahabharata in A.H. 995/A.D, 11586, 
The Mahabharata' is one of the sacred books of the 
Hindus and its actual date of composition is not known. It 
is a voluminous work containing anecdotes abounding in 
Ay 
precepts and admonitions, p o l i t i c a l a f fa i r s , moral t r ad i t i ons , 
code of conducts and manners, usages and customs, knowledge 
and b e l i e f s . I t i s indeed a store-house of ancient I n d i a ' s 
wisdom. I t r e l a t e s wars and b a t t l e s of the ancient r u l e r s I 
1, Rieu i , pp, 57-58; Bazm i , p . 109, 
2, Badauni ii, pp. 319-21; Ain-i-Akbari (Blochman tr),p, 104; 
E & D V. pp. 537 and 571; Bazm i,p. 110-11. 
3. Badauni ii, pp. 319-21. 
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of Hindustan, Some people believe tha t the nar ra t ives go 
back t o four thousand years B.C., while others say tha t 
1 
they are older than eighty thousand years^Bpjhe whole book 
** >> 
i s divided in to eighteen pa r t s ca l led Parvas. 
Akbar's objective in get t ing the Mahabharata t rnas la ted 
can be known from the preface of the work wri t ten by Abul 
2 Fazl , According to Ethe, Abul Fazl informs tha t Akbar intended 
to remove the prevai l ing fana t ica l hatred between the Hindus 
and the Muslims, He rea l i sed tha t the very root cause of 
t h i s hatred lay in the i r mutual ignorance. So he wished t o 
make the Hindu re l ig ious thoughts known t o the people of 
other re l ig ions through which a mutual tolerance could be 
poss ib le . For t h i s pvirpose, Akbar very wisely ordered the 
t r ans l a t i ons of the holy books of the Hindu re l ig ion t o be 
made in to Persian, He f i r s t selected the Mahabharata and 
ordered for i t s t r ans la t ion in A.H. 990, He appointed 
competent and impar t ia l men of both the re l ig ions for t h i s 
work. I t was completed after five years ' hard labour, "^e 
Emperor himself took keen i n t e r e s t . These ettox%a^ot Akbar 
1, Bazm i , , pp. 110-11. 
2, Rieu i , , pp. 57-58. 
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are a solid proof of his cosmopolitan ideas and tolerance 
of all religions. No doubt he had foresight^and as an able 
ruler dreamt of uniting India, 
2. "Haribans"; The "Haribans" is another work translated 
into Persian from Sanskrit. It contains tt^ account of the 
life of Shri Krishna. It was translated by Mulla Sh^ri in 
Persian by order of Akbar. 
3. The "Ramavana?: 
The "Ramayana" of Valraiki was translated by Mulla 
Abdul Qadir Badauni, the famous historian and scholar of 
Akbar's court into Persian prose. He began the work of 
translating in A.H. 992/A, D. 1584 by order of Akbar and 
completed it after four years' hard labour in A.H. 996/ 
3 ^^ *f 
A.D. 1587. Badauni says that the Ramayanaj.consisted of 
twenty five thousand hymns called Slokas and every hymn or 
4 
Sloka contains a passage consisting of sixtyfive letters. 
1. Ain-i-Akbari, i/(tr, Blochmann), p. 112; Bazm i, p. 118. 
2. Rieu i, pp. 55-56; Bazm i, p. 113. 
3. Ibid., says the year of completion of Badauni's trnaslation 
of the Ramayana as A.H, 999 which Bazm i, p. 113 gives a 
A.H. 996/A,D. 1587 and also the ^ear of beginning and the 
duration as A.H. 992/A.D. 1584 and 4 years respectively. 
4. Bazm i, p. 113, 
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The Ramayana contains the mythological story of 
Ramchandra, also called Ram of Ayodhya whom the Hindus 
believe as the incarnation of God and worship him. It 
includes the story of Ram, his banishment from the empire 
with his wife Sita and brother Lakhshman, the stealing away 
of Sita from the j\angle by Ravana, the king of Lanka, release 
of Sita with the help of a^monkeys and th^ animals and the 
war with Ravana and/killing him by Ram, and again the exile 
of Sita by Ram etc. 
In the translation, the Kandas have been sub-divided 
into short sections headed by Adhaya'i' These are not numbered 
except in the last Kanda in which they mount to one hundred 
ten. The translation is far from literal,I*e ^ exuberance of 
words of the original is much reduced, but the substance of 
the narratives is faithfully rendered. Some explanations 
about the Indian traditions.,are added by the translator. The 
translation als<) wrote a preface of his own to the work by 
royal order. 
4. "Atharban* 
,^ the fourth Veda of the Hindus The "At^arban" was 
1, Bazm i, p, 109, 
IbO 
translated into Persian prose by Haji Ibrahim by order 
of Akbar. 
In the year A.H. 983/A,D, 1575, when Akbar wished 
to get the Atharban^ translated into Persian he first 
ordered Mualla Abdul Qadir Badauni to do this job. But 
owing to certain circumstances Badauni could not take vp 
the task, rather Ire informs us about his difficulties in 
these words: 
., "In the year A.H. 983/A.D. 1575, a learned 
Brahman, Shaikh Bhawan had come from the Deccan and turned 
Musalman, when his Majesty gave me the order to translate 
the Atharban, I found many difficult passages which Shaikh 
Bhawan could not interpret either, I reported the matter to 
His Majesty, who ordered Shaikh Faizi and Haji Ibrahim to 
translate it. Finally Haji Ibrahim Sirhindi translated it 
but the translation was not satisfactory" 
5. "The Gita" 
The "Glta" (i.e. Bhagavad Gita) is another work 
translated from Sanskrit into Persian and it has been 
2 
ascribed to Abul Fazl. It is the translation of the sixth 
1. Badauni ii, pp.2;L2-213, 
2. Rieu i, p. 59. 
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Chapter of the Mahabharata, called B'hisma Parva, the 
dialogue between Shri Krishna and Arjun, This translation 
is not mentioned amongst the translations made for Akbar, 
According to Rieu one copy of manuscript of the same work 
in eighteen chapters is mentioned by Aumer in the Munich 
Catalogue (p. 140) and another ascribed to Abul Fazl is 
found in the Library of the King'e College, Cambridge,No, 4," 
6. "Li lava t i " : 
3 The "Li lavat i" , a t r e a t i s e on Algebra and Geometry 
was t r ans la ted from Sanskrit in to Persian by Abul Faiz Faizi 
by order of Akbar in A.H. 995/A.D. 1586. I t was writ ten in 
Sanskrit by Pandit Bhashkar Acharyya and was named after h is 
daughter L i l ava t i , This Persian version of the Li lava t i has 
been pr inted under the t i t l e of "Li lavat i" or "Tarjama-i-
4 L i lava t i " , in Calcutta, i in 1828 and i t s pr inted copies < 
well as manuscripts are avai lable in India and abroad,^ 
1, Ain-i-Akbari ( t r , Blochmann),. p . 104, 
2, Rieu i , p . 59, 
3, Ain-i-Akbari i ( t r , Blochmann), p . 116; Rieu i i , pp, 449-50; 
Storey i i . No, 6, pp, 4-5; Bazm i , p , 115, 
4, The "Li lavat i" , a t r e a t i s e on Arithmetic, t r ans la ted in to 
Persian from the Sanskrit work of Bhashkara Acharyya by 
the celebrated Faizi (Nushakhr.i-Lilavati), Calcut ta , 
1828. 
7 . "Ta i aX w . 
The "TajaX" was t r a n s l a t e d from S a n s k r i t i n t o 
Pe r s i an by Makammal Khan of Guj/Crat. I t i s a renowned work 
on Indian astromy. I t was t r a n s l a t e d by order of Akbar. 
8 . " R a l a t a r a n q i n i " : 
The "Ra j a t a r ang in i " , ^ th^ c h r o n i c l e of Kashmir was 
t r a n s l a t e d from S a n s k r i t i n t o Pers ian for Akbar. I t was 
w r i t t e n in S a n s k r i t by Kalhana. wandit i n the t i m e / Z a i n - u l -
Abidin, t he r u l e r of Kashmir (A.D. 1420 - A.D, 1470) by h i s 
3 
o r d e r . I t c o n t a i n s t h e h i s t o r y of anc ien t Kashmir. I t was 
t r a n s l a t e d by Mulla Shah Shahabadi i n t o Pers ian in A.H. 998 
by order of Akbar, As the vers ion of Mulla Shah Shabadi was 
far from the common unders tanding Akbar ordered Mulla Abdul 
Qadir Badauni t o conver t the t r a n s l a t i o n i n t o easy P e r s i a n . 
Badauni, i n s t e a d of t r a n s l a t i n g the whole work made some 
s e l e c t i o n s of i t and rendered i t ^ i n t o easy and unders tandable 
Pe r s i an in A.H. 999 .^ 
1. Ain- i -Akbar i i ( t r . Blochmann)# p . 112; Bazm i , p . 118. 
2 . Rieu i , p . 296; Bazm i , p . 115; Ain- i -Akbar i , p . 76; 
E & D V, p . 478; Badauni i i , p . 347. 
3 . Bazm i , p . 115. 
4 . Badauni i i , p . 347. 
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9 . "Slnghasan B a t t i s l " ; 
The "Singhasan B a t t i s i " was t r a n s l a t e d from S a n s k r i t 
i n t o Pers ian by Mulla Abdul Qadir Badauni i n A.H, 982/A.D. 
1574 by order of Akbar. I t c o n t a i n » twenty anecdotes r e l a t e d 
t o the Hindu King Bikramaj i t . When Akbar h a l t e d a t Qanauj, 
he ordered Mulla, Badauni t o t r a n s l a t e the work, and a 
Hindu Pandi t was a l s o appointed by t h e emperor t o he lp him. 
Accordingly, Badauni t r a n s l a t e d a page of the work as a 
specimen and was p r a i s e d by the emperor. When Badauni conp le ted 
the t r a n s l a t i o n of t h e Singhasan B a t t i s i i t was named by t h e 
emperor the "Khirad Afza" from whichr^he da t e of i t s t r a n s l a -
t i o n can be de r ived as A,H>. ^^^/^ Severa l Pe rs ian t r a n s l a t i o n s 
of the Singhasan B a t t i s i are e x t a n t , but according t o C.A. 
S torey "none of them seems-to be i d e n t i f i a b l e with Abdul 
Qadir'Ji ^ 
10. "Bahr-yl-Asmar" 
4 
The "Bahr-ul-Asmar" a book of tales was translated 
from Sanskrit into Persian by Mulla Abdul Qadir Badauni in 
A.H. 1003/A.D, 1594 by order of Akbar. The'*Bahr-ul-Asmar*'was 
1. Bazm i, p. 170; Badauni ii, p. 183-84. 
2. Ibid., 107; Ibid. 
3. Storey, p. 437. 
4. Badauni ii, pp. 401-02; Bazm i, pp. 117-18. 
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the 
e a r l i e r t rans la ted in to Persian by/order of Zain-ul-Abidin, 
the ru le r of Kashmir, but some port ions were le f t unfinished. 
Badaxmi completed the t r ans la t ion of the remaining portion 
by order of Akbar who again asked him to t r a n s l a t e the whole 
work in to t)ae modernised Persian as the Persian t ranslat ions^ 
done previously was now old and unfamiliar, Badauni under-
took the task anew and completed i t in beautiful and moder-
nised Persian in th re^^on ths* for which Akbar rewarded him 
highly.^ 
11, "Mu'alam-ul-Buldan" 
"The "Mu'ajam-ul-Buldan", a monumental work on 
geography was t rans la ted from Arabic in to Persian by several 
Indian and I raq i scholars by order of Akbar, I t was or ig ina l ly 
wri t ten by Shihab-ud-Din Abdullah Yaqut bin Abdullah Hamwi 
Rumi Baghdadi (d. A.H, 226/A.D, 1228) in Arabic. Mulla Abdul 
4 Uadir Badauni, informs us tha t in the year A.Hi 997/A.D. 
1589, Hakim Humam conversed in pra is ing manner about the 
1, Badauni i i , pp. 401-02; Bazra i , pp. 117-18, 
2, I b i d , ; Ib id . 
3 , Ib id ; , pp. 374-75; Ain-i-Akbari ( t r . Blochmann), p . 112; 
Bazm i , p , 117, 
4 , I b i d . ; Ib id . 
Ib5 
Mu'ajam-ul-Buldan in the p resence of Akbar and t o l d t h a t 
i t c o n t a i n s " wonderful s t o r i e s and b e n e f i c i a l m a t t e r s , 
and , should be t r a n s l a t e d i n t o P e r s i a n . The work c o n t a i n s 
two hundred s e c t i o n s . Keeping in mind i t s volume^Akbar asked 
about t en or twelve I r a q i and Indian s c h o l a r s t o t r s n s l a t e 
i t i n t o P e r s i a n , Badauni says t h a t he himself h§d t r a n s l a t e d 
t en s e c t i o n s of the book in a month and placed them before 
t h e Emperor, Some of the t r a n s l a t o r s were s c h o l a r s l i k e Mulla 
Ahmad T a t t a v i / Qasim Beg, Shaikh Munawwar and^o the rg . 
12, "Jama~i-Rashidi" 
2 
The "Jama- i -Rash id i" , an Arabic work was t r a n s l a t e d 
i n t o Pe r s i an by Abdul Qadir Badauni and Mulla Nizam-ud-Din 
Ahmad by order of Akbar. When Akbar s tayed a t Lahore in A.H, 
1000/A,D, 1591, he wished the Jama- i -Rashid i t o be t r a n s l a t e d 
in P e r s i a n , For t h i s work he s e l e c t e d Mulla Abdul Qadir 
a 
Badauni and Nizam-ud-Din Ahmad.Badauni informs "that i t was 
t r a n s l a t e d by him, but often he consul ted Abul Fazl a l s o . 
1, Badauni i i , pp , 574-75; Ain- i -Akbar i (Blochmann), p . 112 
2 , I b i d , , p . 384; Bazm i , p . 117, 
3 , I b i d , ; I b i d , 
UG 
His translation contains the geneologies of the Abbasid§, 
the Egyptiansand the Ummayad Caliphs whose lineage reached 
upto the prophet Muhammad (P.B.U.H) and all the p^ rophets 
before him upto cTrophet Adam. When he placed the work after 
its completion it was entered into the Khazana-i-^Amira. 
13. "Kalila Wa Dimna": 
2 The " K a l i l a wa Dimna" was t r a n s l a t e d i n t o Pe r s i an 
by Abul Faz l in A.H. 996/A.D. 1587 by order of Akbar. I t i s 
a book of f ab l e s o r i g i n a l l y w r i t t e n i n S a n s k r i t on p r a c t i c a l 
wisdom. I t i s sa id t h a t for t he f i r s t t ime i t was v e r s i f i e d 
i n Pe r s i an by t h e poe t Rudagi . By fa r the bes t known vers ion 
was made by Mulla Husain Waiz- i -Kashi f i and was e n t i t l e d 
c* *>3 
Anwar- i -Suhayl i . As the ve rs ion of Husain Waiz- i -Kashi f i 
was made in a bombastic and f l o r i d s t y l e , Akbar ordered 
Abul Faz l t o make another ve r s ion on the b a s i s of the Sansk r i t 
t e x t i n an easy and simple P e r s i a n , Accordingly Abul Fazl 
made h i s vers ion in an easy and simple Pers ian and named i t 
" l y a r - i - D a n i s h " . ^ 
1« Badauni i i / p . 384; Bazm i , p . 117. 
2 , Ain- i -Akbar i (Blochmann), ^ , ^ 1 1 2 ; Browne i i , p p . 350-51; 
Bazm i , p . l i s . 
3 , Browne i i , p . 350. 
4 , Ain- i -Akbar i (Blochmann), p . 112. 
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14. "Havat-ul-Havwan"; 
The "riayat-ul-Haywan"/ an Arabic work was t r a n s l a t e d 
i n t o Pe r s i an by Shaikh Kubarak Nagori, t he f a the r of Abul 
i 'azl^by order of Akbar. This monumental work of Damiri 
w r i t t e n in Arabic p leased Akbar very much as i t was read t o 
him by Naqib Khan. He ordered Shaikh Mubarak Nagori t o 
t r a n s l a t e i t i n t o P e r s i a n . The Shaikh undertook h i s t a sk 
and completed tKe work of t r a n s l a t i n g i t in A.H. 983/A,D. 
1575.^ 
15. "Nazahat-ul-Arwah wa Nafasa t~ul -Arafah" ; 
The "Nazhat-ul Arwah wa Na^asa t -u l Arafah" i s t h e 
Pe r s i an t r a n s l a t i o n of the Arabic h i s t o r y of Shahrazur i , the 
"Tarikh-al-Hukama". This t r a n s l a t i o n was made by order of 
3 ^ 
Akbar by Maqsud Ali T a b r i z i for the t r a i n i n g of p r i n c e 
Salim ( l a t e r J a h a n g i r ) . I t con ta ins an account of the I s lamic 
r u l e r s . One of i t s d e f e c t i v e manuscr ip ts i s a v a i l a b l e in 
Dar-a l -Mussanaf in , 
1. Badauni i i , p . 204. 
2 . I b i d . ; Bazm i , p . 108. 
3 . Bazm i , p . 117; A.N. i , ( t e x t ) , p . 118; Ain-o-Akbari 
(Blochmann), p . 112. 
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16, "Waql' at-.l~Baburl" t-
The "waqi*at-i-Baburi", also cal led "Tuzuk-i-Baburi", 
the autobiography of Emperor Babur was t rans la ted in to Persian 
by Mirza Abdur-Rahitn Khan en t i t l ed Khan-i- Khanan from the TurXish 
language in to Persian prose in A,H. 997/ A.D, 1589/ a t the instance 
of Alcbar, and thus th i s i n t e re s t ing book was made avai lable for 
the Persian reader, 
Khankhanan's grea tes t masterpiece in the f ie ld of 
Persian prose l i t e r a t u r e i s his t r ans la t ion of the Waqi' a t - i -
Baburi known as the Babur Nama from the Original Turkish t e x t . 
He t rans la ted the work in to Persian verbatim to the o r ig ina l 
one. He has not made any omission and commission in his t r ans l a t ion . 
From the l i t e r a r y point of view his s ty l e i s very natura l , graceful 
and simple and i s free from a l l s o r t s of l i t e r a r y a r t i f i c i a l i t i e s . 
The s ty le can be cal led the compromise of both the Iranian s t y l e 
of composition under the Safavids and the Indian s ty le of writ ing 
under the Timurids, In the t r ans l a t i on the author used both the 
Turkish ad the Indian Vocabularies} 
1, Rieu, i , p.244. 
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17. The "Bible"; 
The "Bible", the sc r ip ture of the Christ ian re l ig ion 
was a l so t rans la ted in to Persian by Abul Fazl in A.H. 986/ 
A.D. 1578 by order of Akbar. Badauni informs us tha t the 
Chris t ian missionaries had much influence in the court^and 
hence Akbar acquired a knowledge about the Christ ian r e l ig ion . 
His des i re was to make t h i s book ava i lab le in Persian so tha t 
others may benefi t from i t s teachings and become more t o l e r a n t . 
18, "Mirat-ul-Quds" or "Dastan-i-Masih"; 
The "Mirat-ul-Quds" or the "Dastan-i-Masih" a work 
written in the Portuguese language by Jerome Xavier. It was 
translated by the same author jointly with Abdul Sattar bin 
2 
Qasim Lahori in to Persian by order of Akbar. Rieu informs 
us tha t Jerome Xavier was in the court of Akbar for some 
years . The work i s divided i n to four chapters (babs) t r e a t i ng 
of (1) C h r i s t ' s infancy; (2) His miracle and teachings: 
(3) His death and of (4) His resurrect ion 
1. Badauni i i , p , 204; Bazm i, p . 109, 
2. Rieu i , p . 3 , 
3 . Ibid. 
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RELIGIOJi, PHILOSOPHY, SUFISM ETC. 
The *'KJLta]>-ul-Ahadls" (a chronogram?A.H. 978/A.D. 1570-71) 
of Abdul Qadlr Badauni, t he famous au thor , epi tcmater^ 
t r a n s l a t o r , h i s t o r i a n and theo log ian of AKbar's pe r iod 
des rves mention i n the range of r e l i g i o u s l i t e r a t u r e . 
I t i s a c o l l e c t i o n of f o r t y Ahadis on raerlt of waging war. 
The au tho r infonns us t h a t i n t h e y e a r A.H. 985/A.D. 1577, 
he went on l eave for f ive months from t h e c o u r t and did not 
resume h i s ser(/-ice fo r one y e a r . When in A.H. 986/A.D. 
1578, t he Emperor was r e t u r n i n g t o Fatehpur from a v i s i t 
t o Ajmer, the au thor had p r e s e n t e d t h i s work a t h i s h a l t a t 
Toda C.A. Storey^ informs us t h a t t he work i s no more 
e x t a n t , 
4 
The "Naja t -ur -Rashid" (a chronogram = A.H. 9 9 9 / A . D . 1590-91) 
of Abdul Qadir Badauni i s ano the r work on theology o r s u f i -
e t h i c s . I t con t a in s t h e d e t a i l of s e r i o u s s i n s and l i g h t s i n s . 
I t was w r i t t e n a t the i n s t a n c e of Mirza Nizam-ud-Din Ahmad 
Bakhshi , Badauni wrote h i s Na ja t -u r -Rash id in an o r n a t e and 
1. Badauni i i , p . 225; S torey i . No. 614, pp . 435-40; 
Bazm i , p . 206, 
2 . Ibid.-;: I b i d . ; I b i d . 
3 . S to rey i , p p . 435-40. 
4. Ibid. No. 614, pp. 435-40; Bazm i, p. 206; Badauni ii, p. 208. 
5. Storey i. No.243; pp. 194-95. 
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f l o r i d s t y l e which was much popular i n h i s days . 
The " R i s a l a h - i - T a f s i r - i - S u r a - i - W a ' l t i p " ^ of J a l a lud -Din 
Muahmmad bin Mahniud Thanesari i s a work on r e l i g i o u s 
l i t e r a t u r e of Akbar 's p e r i o d . I t i s a cornmentary on the 
Surah-i-W,«.altin ( i . e . Surah XCV). The author J a l a l - u d - D i n 
Muhammad of Chis ty order , the p r i n c i p a l p u p i l and Khal i fa 
of Abdul Quddus bin I s m a ' i l of Gangoh (in the d i s t r i c t of, 
Saharanpur) was v i s i t e d by the Emperor Akbar, while oh h i s 
way t o q u e l l t h e r e b e l l i o n of h i s b ro ther Muhammad Hakim 
2 
Mirza. He died a t the age of n i n e t y f i v e and was bur ied 
a t Thaneswar in A.ri. 989/A,D. 1582. 
Besides t he se works mentioned above Abdul Haqq 
Dihlawi the t r a d i t i o n i s t of t h i s pe r iod a l s o wrote the 
3 «^ 
"Sharah- i -Sufar a l - S a ' a d a h " , a commentary on the Sufar 
if 
a l - S a ' a d a h of F i ruzabadi and the " F a z a i l " or "Ahwal-i-
4 
Aimmah-i-Isna I s a r " . 
1. S torey i . No. 25, p . 17; Ethe, 1924. 
2 . I b i d . 
3 . I b i d . , No.243, pp . 194-95. 
4 . I b i d . , No. 615, pp. 440-41 . 
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INSHA WRITING 
, t h e 
The "Chahar Bagh", a c o l l e c t i o n o f / r u q a ' a t of Hakim Masih-
ud-Din Abdul Path G i l an i i s one of the works on the e p i s t o -
l a r y wr i t i ng of the pe r iod of Akbar, The author Hakim Masih-
ud-Din Abul Fath , the son of Maulana Abdur Raztaq was a man 
of mul t i far iovis a c t i v i t i e s . He was a profound s c h o l a r , poe t , 
a pa t ron of l e a rn ing and l i t e r a t u r e ^ and a beloved f r i end of 
Emperor A)fbar, He and h i s two other b r o t h e r s Humaaia. and Nur-
ud-Din Muhammad came t o Ind i a i n A.H. 983, and en te red t h e 
s e r v i c e o*f Akbar. He was appointed t h e Sadr of Bengal i n t h e 
2 
twentyfourth regnal year of Akbar. The Hakim died on the 19th 
shawwal, A.H. 997/A.D. 1589,^ 
The l e t t e r s of Hakim Masih-ud-Din Abul Fath a re 
addressed t o t h e Shaikh, h i s f r i e n d s , sv^jeriors and subor-
d i n a t e s . But the major p o r t i o n of i t i s addressed t o h i s 
4 b ro the r Humam. Most of h i s l e t t e r s were w r i t t e n from Lahore. 
The Chahar Bagh i s t h e mark of t h e a u t h o r ' s e r u d i t i o n 
in d i v e r s e s c i e n c e s , h i s t u r n i n g t o s u f i t h i n k i n g s , s tudy of 
1. Ethe i . No. 2063, p . 1141; Momin, p . 165. 
2 . Momin, p . 165. 
3 . I b i d . , Ethe i , p . 1141. 
4 . I b i d . , p . 169. 
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e th i c s and philosophy of h i s own l i f e . Above a l l , h i s views 
aid judgement on Persian l i t e r a t u r e and h is own s ty le of 
prose are the most s ign i f i can t features of h i s Chahar Bagh. 
I t i s gleaned from his wri t ing tha t he was conversant with 
cur ren t phrases and vocabularies . His s t y l e of composition 
i s p la in and d i r e c t . The frequent use of quotat ions fron the 
Quran and h is prede l ic t ion of Arabic phrases are the ha l l 
mari^of the vas t attainment of the Hakim in the Arabic language. 
Many s imi l i e s , metaphors and imageries used are co - re l a t ive 
to medical science. Some of his l e t t e r s are fu l l of pi thy 
saying. The author wri tes grammatically pure sentences. But 
t h i s work contains inconsis tancies of the ru les of syntax. 
He uses idiomatic s ty le and quotes poe t ica l proverbs and 
sayings of h i s own and from others excepting the Arabic 
e lenents , The l e t t e r s are writteii in the pure Persian of 
Pe r s i a . Very few words of Turkish and Hindi or igin are found. 
The l e t t e r s of the Hakim have social and cu l tu ra l 
value a l s o . They give a p ic tu re of the family l i f e of the 
Hakims. Some of h i s l e t t e r s give us an idea of the "noble 
charac ter" and "sublime personal i ty" of the autljor. From the 
1. Momin, p . 170. 
2. I b i d . , p . 172. 
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Chahar Bagh we can draw a p ic tu re o£ the l i t e r a r y atmosphere 
and scholarly society of Mughal India to which members of 
the cultured ar i s tocracy contributed l i b e r a l l y . 
The "Munsha'at al-Namkin" i s another work on the In^i^ 
wr i t ing of the period of Akbar, I t i s large insha or deta i led 
work on l e t t e r - w r i t i n g in a l l i t s p r iva te and o f f i c i a l forms 
together with an elaborate t r e a t i s e on the proper composition 
of prayers and invocation for a l l emergencies i l l u s t r a t e d 
throughout by numerous specimens • I t was compiled by Abul 
Qasim Khan cal led al-Namkin (^"the witty") al-Husaini and was 
dedicated to emperor Akbar in A . H , 1 0 0 6 / A . D . 1598, the forty 
3 fourth regnal year. 
The author Abul Qasim Khan had a t f i r s t enjoyed the 
favour and patronage of Mirza Muhammad Hakim, the brother, 
of Akbar and then of Akbar, and l a s t l y of onpeiror Jahangir . 
He dist inguished himself by h is accomplished services under 
Akbar and was appointed the governor of Bhakkar, I t was 
probably in Bhakkar tha t he completed h is present vork 
1. Ethe i . No. 2064, p . 1141 and a lso Shafaq, p . 247; 
Monin, p . 173. 
2. Ib id . 
3 . I b i d . ; Shafaq, p . 247, 
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^^^Munsha'at-al-Namkin'on the 23rd Sha'ban, A.H. l006/31st 
March/ 1596, the for ty fourth regnal year of Akbar. He 
dedicated i t t o Akbar as a sign of "blessing and benedict ion". 
I t i s c lear tha t the author col lected his mater ia ls 
for the composition of his work from some of the raunsha*at 
of the masters, mandates and the s t a t e papers. But he does 
not refer t o the works c i t e d . He a l so added t o these the 
2 
letters received from his friends. 
The Munsha at at Namkin contains specimens of all 
branches of inshas. It is divided into eight chapters and 
a Khatima. The chapters are again divided into some fails. 
The Khatima treats of matters related to prayers, sermons 
(Khutbat) and also subjects not related to insha-writing. 
As the author does not refer to the source materials 
it is difficult to bring out the author's own contribution 
to his work. According to Dr. Momin Mohi-ud-Din "he obvi-
3 
ously did not contribute anything original to this work". 
1. Momin, p. 173. 
2. Ibid., p. 174. 
3. Ibid., p. 178. 
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However, the work has got i t s h i s t o r i c a l value as 
i t i s the co l lec t ion of the h i s t o r i c a l documents of the 
period of Akbar and pr ior t o him. Besides, i t gives us a 
knowledge of some important aspects of learning and cul ture 
of the Mughal period. 
The "Insha-i-Abul Fazl" or the Ep i s t l e s of AbuiL Fazl "Allam-1 
cons i s t s of two co l lec t ions of his l e t t e r s (1) Mak^abat^i-
*Allami and (2) Ruqa*at-i-Abul Faz l . 
(1) The Maktabat-i- 'Allami; The Makatabat-i- 'Allami'/^ also 
popularly known in India as the "insha-i-Abul Fazl" or the 
"Makatabat-i-Abul Fazl" i s the f i r s t co l lec t ion of the 
e p i s t l e s of Abul Fazl . I t has been lithographed several 
times in India under the t i t l e of**Insha-i-Abul Fazf*,^ This 
co l lec t ion was made by Abdus Samad, the son of Afzal 
Muhammad and nephew and son-in-law of Abul Fazl . The 
co l lec t ion was begun in A.H. lOll/A.D, 1602 after the 
death of Abul Fazl and was completed in A.H, 1015/A,D. 
3 
1606. The available contents are as follows; (1) Letters 
/ 
written in the name of Akbar to Kings and ^irs; (2) letters 
1. Rieu i, p. 396. 
2. Lithographed in Calcutta, 1810 and in Lucknow in A.H. 
1262 and A.H. 1280. 
3, Momin, p. 184. 
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writ ten by Abul Fazl to Akbar and t o the amirs; (3) fixords 
and conclusions of l e t t e r s , selected ex t rac t s and detached 
pieces in prose, 
(2) Ruga'at-i-Abul Fazl : The Ruqq'at-i-Abul Fazl i s the 
second col lec t ion of the short ep i s t l e s of Abul Fazl . I t 
was col lected and compiled by another nephew of Abul Fazl, 
namely Nur-ud-Din Muhammad in A.H, 1035/A.D. 1625-26. I t 
contains several Aridas of Abul Fazl . In the l e t t e r s most 
of the addressees are persons l ike Huraam, Hakim Abul Fath 
Gilani , Khwaja Hasan Sanai and Mulla Hayati, Most of the 
Ruqa'at have been addressed t o h is elder brother Fa i z i . 
The author of these e p i s t l e s Abul Fazl 'Allami was 
the most dist inguished h i s to r i an , philosopher, scholar, 
author, statesman and general of h is t ime. He i s general ly 
ca l led the master of Persian prose of the period of Akbar. 
He made valuable contr ibut ions in the f ie ld of Persian 
l i t e r a t u r e . These have immortalised the names of both the 
author and his patron Emperor Akbar, 
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Apart from other branches of Persian l i t e r a t u r e , 
his contr ibut ion to the insha l i t e r a t u r e of the age i s so 
great t ha t he can be called the master of the munshis of his 
t ime. Dr. Momin Mohi-ud-Din says, "Abul Fazl was indeed a 
wonderful Munshi and a conscious l i t e r a r y rebel who was no 
s lave of the master s t y l i s t s , but a master himself. He 
turned the s o i l in insha for the f i r s t time by cu l t iva t ing 
a new s t y l e of his own, and f e r t i l i s e d the whole generation 
of wri ters and munshis". The ep i s t l e s of Abul Fazl bears a 
s 
magnificient s ty l e of the epistolary a r t . His s ty l e i s o r i g i -
nal and not imi ta t ive in any way. I t i s eloquent and there 
i s harmony and balance of meaning and words. The presentation 
i s governed by ' i lmul-bayan. The s ty le displays "the emotio-
nal i n t e n s i t y and sentimental supplicat ions of his mustic 
learnings and search for t r u t h « l ^ / T h e ep i s t l e s of Abal Fazl 
displays a s t y l e wrought with fresh and novel compounds, grand 
d ic t ion , f e l i c i t y of expression and a;r€istry of words. 
Abul Fazl was a master of s t y l e s . His s t y l e varies 
from works/ to works^ and subject^' to subject^. As in his tory 
1 , Momin, p , 1 8 1 . 
2, I b i d . , p.183, 
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and f i c t ion , so in wri t ing has e p i s t l e s he has a d i f ferent 
s t y l e . Even h i s s ty le in the three daf tars of the Makatabat-
i^AllaxnT var tes from one another. The f i r s t daf tar of the 
'^^Makatabat-1-Allami^^witnesses the p o l i t i c a l flavour and 
statesman l ike expression of vague t h r e a t s and pat ronis ing 
tone. Abul Pazl uses forceful language and ornate s t y l e . 
The preambles of some missives show the bes t specimens of 
paraphrased tashbib of qasida In the insha- i -bahar iya . in 
the second daf tar the author uses more control led s ty le 
and represents h is emotional feel ings and personal touch. 
He assumes a scholarly and su f i s t i c tone. The th i rd daf tar 
bears his elegant compositions, p e a r l - l i k e thought and beauti-
ful compounds. The Ruqa'at of ALUI Fazl has conversational 
and euphutst ic s t y l e . But he uses l i k e other munshis the 
f igura t ive embellishments. He wri tes improptu ( i r t i j a l ) or 
"qalambardashta" as ca l led in India . But often he takes help 
of ilham and Khayal and a t times of the ca l l ig raphic devices 
of pxons. Though h i s dic t ion i s pure Persian, he uses Hindi 
words frequently. 
The "Lat i fa- i~Fawazi" i s the t i t l e given to the Munsha'at 
1. Momin, p . 188. 
of F a i z i e d i t e d by h i s nephew and p u p i l Nur-ud-Din Muhammad 
Abdullah in A.H. 1035/A.D. 1625-26. 
The '^Lat i fa - i -Fayya2i ' ' i s d iv ided i n t o t h r e e mantuqas 
of which the f i r s t con t a in ing the t i t l e known as Munajat i s 
a very r a r e book. The second mantuqa c o n t a i n s misce l leneous 
l e t t e r s addressed by F a i z i t o h i s f a the r Shaikh Mubarak 
Nagori , Abul Faz l , Hakim'"Kyn-ul-Mulk, Hakim Humam 
2 
and the contemporary poet Zuhuri a t 'Adi l Shah 's c o u r t . 
3 
The book c o n t a i n s the fol lowing f i v e l a t i f a s : 
1, 'Ard-dash ts of Enrperor Akbar, 
2, Mufawadat t o Ashraf/ 'Ulama and 'Urafa . 
3 , Mufawadat t o contemporary phys i c i ans 
4 , Mufawadat or f r i e n d i y correspondence t o Umara 
and ahibba . 
5 , The raqalim or e p i s t l e s addressed t o e l d e r l y 
r e l a t i v e s and k i n s f o l k . 
F a i z i the compiler of the L a t i f a - i - F a y y a z i was t h e 
e l d e s t son of Shaikh Mubarak of Nagor and t h e e lde r b ro the r 
1. Momin, p . 189. 
2 . I b i d , 
3 . I b i d , 
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of renowned Abul Fazl, the court historian of Akbar. He is regarded 
\-as the second great poet of India after Amir Khusraw of 
Delhi and he held the post of the poet laureate at Akbar's 
court. He was also we 11-versed in the sciences of poetry, 
riddle, prosody, rhyme, history, philology, medicine and 
epistolary writings. He was the author of one hundred one 
books. He had possessed mastery over the Arabic language 
and had lexicographical abilities. 
Shaikh Faizi is the first to introduce a plain style 
in epistolary writing in India, So far as epistles are 
concerned Faizi uses a simple, benign and succint style. 
In his compositions elaborate, figurative language and 
high flown diction are marked very rarely. He has loftiness 
of ideas, but expresses them in a low tone and facile 
exposition. He writes the Persian language suitable for 
epistolary composition. He is very cordial in his mufawadat 
and hardly expresses his melancholy and retiring mood. He 
addresses the emperor and his friends very intimately. 
Sometime he omits the alqab* altogether. He employs 
complimentary epithets in Arabic in letters to learned 
men, and quotes Arabic verses an,<^  phrases. Most of his 
1, Badauni (text) iii, p, 299, 
l e t t e r s g i v e p e r s o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n and t h e a u t h o r ' s v i ews 
abou t c o n t e m p o r a r y w r i t e r - s . 
The ' A r d - d a s h t s a r e m e r e l y t r a v e l l e r s ' n a r r a t i v e s 
and t h o u g h t h e y a r e n o t of p o l i t i c a l i m p o r t a n c e , t h e y a r e 
of g r e a t v a l u e fo r a knowledge of t h e l i t e r a r y and s o c i a l 
c o n d i t i o n s of t h e Deccan, They c o n t a i n t h e d e s c r i p t i o n of 
v a r i o u s p e r s o n s , g e o g r a p h i c a l s i t u a t i o n s and t h e f l o r a and 
f a u n a . I n h i s ' A r d - d a s h t s F a i z i i s o u t of t h e bondage of 
c o n v e n t i o n a l p h r a s e o l o g y and r i g i d b e g i n n i n g s ^ o f raurafa'at, 
he e x p r e s s e s h i s f e e l i n g t h r o u g h t h e u s u ^ 2 ^ p h r a s e s . Sane 
of h i s a r d - d a s h t s a t t r a c t e d Akbar soifivch t h a t he o r d e r e d 
Abdul F a z l t o embody them i n tihe Akbarnama as models and 
s p e c i m e n s , F a i z i had a s t y l e of h i s ovm which i n l a t e r y e a r s 
i n f l u e n c e d t h e coming g e n e r a t i o n of w r i t e r s , 
LEXICOGRAPHY 
1. M a d a r - u l - A f a z i l t 
The " M a d a r - u l - A f a z i l , a P e r s i a n d i c t i o n a r y was 
w r i t t e n by I l l a h d a d F a i z i b i n Asad-u l -Ulama ' A l i S h i r 
S i r h i n d i i n t h e r e i g n of Akbar , 
1 . E & D v i , p , 197 . 
2. Badauni ( t e x t ) , i i i , p . 303. 
3 . R i e u , p , 4 9 6 . 
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I t s author I l lahdad Faizi was a na t ive of Sirhind 
and had raadad-i-ma*ash v i l lage in tha t d i s t r i c t . He belonged 
to a family of establ ished l i t e r a r y c u l t u r e . He possessed a 
good knowledge of philosophy and h i s to ry . He wrote the 
recension of Jauhar ' s Tazkira-i-Waqi 'at known as Tar ikh- i ; 
Humayun Shahi and another h i s tory Akbarnama^independent of 
the previous work. He served in the army of Akbar and died 
in A.H. 990, 
The *Madar-ul-Afazil of Il lahdad Faizi i s one of the 
ra re works in the f ie ld of lexicographical l i t e r a t u r e of 
Ind ia . I t was compiled in A.H, lOOl/A.D, 1592-93, a date 
from \ , • 4 
which can be derived/the words " t*"^J^ ' '» "^ h® author 
compiled the Arabic words from the sources l ike Surah, 
Muhazzab-ul-Asma, Tajain and i t s commentaries, Nisab-us-
Sibyan and Kunyat-ul-Fityan, and the Persian words from 
the Zufan Guya, Adat-ul-Fuzala, Tabakturi, Hall-i-Lughat-
ush-Shu'ara, Sharaf Nama-i-Ibrahim and two modern works 
Tuhf at-us-Sa*adat-i-Sik^dari^' 'and '^kuyyad-ul-Fuzala'^ ^ 
The author arranges the words according to the 
initial and final letters and are marked with a ^  for 
1, Rieu i, p, 496, 
2, Ibid, 
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the words of Arabic, *-* for the words Persian and *—' 
for the words of Turkish origin. The author has frequently 
quoted verses of poets and writers and sometimes of his own 
composition. A khatima of the work treats of the meanings 
of single letter in Persian. 
MEDICINE 
The "£awaid~ul-Insan" i s one of the Persian prose works on 
medicine and was writ ten in the period of Akbar., I t was 
compiled by Hakim 'Ain al-Mulk "Dawai" .Shirazi one of the 
physicians of Akbar's cour t . 
Hakim 'Ain al-Mulk "Dawai" was a discendant of 
Jalal-ud-Din Dawani (d, A.H. 9 0 ^ . D . 1502-03) from h i s 
mother's s ide ,^ Whether born in Persia . or in India 
i s not c lear '.He t rea ted Akbar from an arrow^ound in 
A.H, .971/A.D. 1564, the eight regnal yeaK^ In the seventeenth 
regnal year he was sent on a mission to 'Itimad Khan, the 
1. Storey i i . No. 425, pp. 249-50. 
2. Ib id , 
3 . Badauni i l i , p . 230, 
4. A,N, i i ( t ex t ) , p . 202 and t r , i i , p , 313. 
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G u j a r a t i noble and in A.H. 983/A.D. 1578 t o Adil ^hah of 
Bi japur , by Akbar. In l a t e r years he was t h e Faujdar of 
Sambhal, the Sadr of Bengal and Bakshi of Agra. He d ied 
on the 27th Z i l h a j j , A.H. 1003/2nd September, A.D. 1575, •"• 
t h e f o r t i e t h r egna l year of Akbar. 
The^Fawald-ul-Insari^*of Hakim 'Ain-ul-Mulk i s one of the very 
r a r e and va luab le books in Pers ian on the s u b j e c t . I t i s a 
m e t r i c a l t r e a t i s e of pharmcojogy. I t was compiled by t h e 
author i n A.H, 1004/A.D, 1595 according t o the Chronogram 
y\l^DiJi\A -L^l^jJ^ 2 years 
m u^^ > '>*t^r^-^ '«»-^-^^many »* be fo re^h i s d e a t h . The 
work was ded ica ted t o Akbar by the auj;hor, 
The "Khulasa- i»Binai"^ of Shaikh Binai bin Hasan Hakim 
Hasani i s another work in Pe r s i an p rose cm m e d i c i n a l s u b j e c t s 
w r i t t e n in the r e ign of Akbar. I t s author Shaikh Binai bin 
Hasan Hakim Hasani, was l i k e h i s f a t h e r Shaikh Hasan Panipat i 
4 
or Shaikh Hasan Sirhindl a distingjuished physician of Akbar's 
5. . 
r^ign. Abdul Qadir Badauni uaforms us that he excelled in 
1. Badauni ii, p. 403, 
2. Storey ii, pp. 249-50. 
3. Ibid,, p. 249. 
4. Badauni iii, p. 169. 
5. Ibid, 
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Surgery and the treatment of elephants . When Dadauni was 
wri t ing his work Shaikh Binai had become old. Shaikh Binai 
wrote his "Khulasa-i-Binai" in A.H. 996/A.D, 1588. The 
••Khulasa-i-Binai" i s a t r e a t i s e on medicine based on Indian 
works. I t i s divided in to seventy eight faslas (Sect ions) , 
His another work on the same subject i s the "Mujarrbat-i-
Shaikh Binai"i 
MATHEMATICS 
2 
The "Qawaid-ul-Hidavat", a lso called "Hidayat-ur Rami", 
i s evident ly a second edi t ion of the work. I t was writ ten 
by Hidayatullah Munajjim Shi raz i . I t i s a deta i led work on 
geomancy wri t ten in the period of Akbar, The author adopted 
his mater ia l for the compilation of t h i s work from f i f ty other 
works. Besides he used the "Riazat-Talibin" of 'Ala-ud-Din 
Abdullah cal led Abdullah Aullya, the Kitab-ut-Taskhir of Qazi 
Abdudur Rahman J inui and the Misbah-uA-Kanuj of the same author 
and one the same subject as his source mater ia l . I t was comp-
5 leted in A.H, 1001/A.D, 1592-93 and,.was dedicated to Akbar, 
I t i s divided in to a 
1, Storey i i . No, 424, p . 249 
2, Ethe i . No. 2266, p. 1238; Storey i i , No.850,pp. 481-82. 
3 , Storey i i . No. 850, pp. 481-82 informs us tha t the f i r s t 
edi t ion of the work containing four qaidahs being completed 
in A.H, 962/A,D, 1555 was dedicated to Akbar evidently before 
his accession in A.H, 963/A,D, 1556, 
4, Ethe i , p , 1238; Storey i i , pp. 481-82, 
5, Storey i i , pp. 481-82, 
1S7 
maqaddama and four j i h a t s . Another work of t h e same author 
on t h e same sub jec t i s t he Akhbar-ul-Ram^.-
The " J iha t - a l -Raml"^ of Abdullah a l -Husa in i a l -Ba lyan i 
c a l l e d Shah Mulla-al-Munajjim a l - S h i r a z i i s one of t h e 
p rose works on geomancy, w r i t t e n dur ing t h e r e i g n of Akbar. 
3 
According t o C,A. Storey t h e author must not be confounded 
with Auhad-ud-Din Abdullah Balyani Kazaruni (d. P^,n,Q6Q/ 
A.D. 1281) as the J iha t -u r -Raml was compiled in A.H. 984. 
The work i s d iv ided i n t o a muqaddama, s i x j i h a t s and 
4 
a khat ima. 
ARTS AND CRAFTS 
The "Baz Nama" or "Shah Baz Nama" of Muhibb 'A i i i s a 
Pe r s i an prose work on fa lconry a r t w r i t t e n i n the r e ign 
of Akbar. Muhibb 'Al i Knan, surnamed Khas Mahall i was the 
son of Nizam-ud-JDin 'Al i Marghilani (Mir Nizam-ud-Din 
1. S torey i i j . pp . 481-82. 
2 . I b i d , No. 851, p . 482. 
3 . I b i d . 
4 . I b i d . 
5 . I b i d . , No. 686, pp . 404-05; Rieu i i , p . 485; Rypka, p . 4 7 1 , 
188 
Bar l a s ) , the Mir Khalifa of Babur., He dist inguished himself 
in the ba t t l e s of Babur's and Huraayun's days. He was raised 
to Khanship in the f i r s t regnal year of Akbar, He died as 
a governor of Delhi in A.H, 989/A,D. 1589. He says tha t 
he was nearly s ix ty years old at the time of writ ing h i s 
Baz Nama and that he accompanied the Enperor to Akbar t o 
the chase from h i s youth upwards,^He -acquired a considerable 
experience from these chases in that a r t . He dedicated h is 
work to Akbar whose s k i l l and prowess in hunting f ie ld , he 
pra ises highly. The work i s divided in to s ix ty one babs 
(chapters) and a preface containing a fu l l t ab l e of these . 
I t contains the precepts of the law relat ing- t^ch^se Quali-
f ica t ion of perfect hunts-man (Mir Shikar); CaptxaiB and 
breeding of hawks; How to se lec t hawks and other hxonting 
b i rds j signs of heal th ind disease; Directions r e l a t i ng t o 
hunting in general and to the ^ e t and training- of d i f ferent 
kinds of hunting birds) Disease of hawks and the i r treatment) 
snares and decoys and select ion and t ra in ing of panthers . 
2 
The "Mir Shikar Nama" of Mir Muhammad i s another Persian 
prose work on the a r t falconry compiled in the reign of Akbar. 
l .Ain-i-Akbari (Blochmann), p . 420, 
2. Storey i i . No. 687, p . 405. 
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C.A, Storey informs us t h a t the author was in t h e s e r v i c e 
of Jalal-xad-Din Muhammad Akbar, and had f o r t y years* exper-
i e n c e of fa lconry which he has put i n t o h i s Mir ShikarNama. 
His Mir Shikar Nama i s d iv ided i n t o twelve babs (chapte rs ) 
2 
but i n r e a l i t y i t c o n s i s t s of t h i r t y - s e v e n . 
The "Shahbaz Nama-i~Firuz Shahi"^. w r i t t e n by F i ruz Shah i s 
another work on t h e a r t of f a l c ^ y . I t was w r i t t e n a t t h e 
r e q u e s t of Akbar, The work i s d iv ided i n t o four teen babs 
^ c h a p t e r s ) . 
The "Tuhfat-ul-Adwar"^ of I n a y a t u l l a h bin Mir riajj al-Harawi 
w r i t t e n p a r t l y in prose and p a r t l y i n ve r se on the same 
s u b j e c t was ded ica ted t o Akbar, 
Besides t h e s e as s t a t e d above* Qasim bin Dost 'A l i 
a l -Bukhar i ded ica ted t o Akbar h i s "Kashf-ul-Awtar" a t r e a t i s e 
1. S torey i i . No. 687, p . 405. 
2 . I b i d . 
3 . I b i d . , No. 688, p . 405. 
4 . I b i d . , No. 708, p . 415. 
5 . I b i d . , No. 707, pp . 414-15. 
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on the division of the strings in musical instruments. 
It is an exposition of sixth muqam of a^ -work entitled 
Dwazdah muqam which was dedicated to Humayxon (A.H, 937/ 
A.D. 1530 - A.H. 963/A.D. 1556) by Darvish Haider 
Ttmiyani.-^ 
1. Storey ii. No. 707, pp. 414-15. 
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